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ON FAMILY RELIGION. 



True piety is a principle, which leads a man to 
honour God in every thing. It will have an in- 
fluence upon him abroad, and at home; in so- 
ciety, and in solitude; upon common, as well 
as extraordinary occasions. 

It is this principle which leads a christian to 
exercise a religious care over his family. And in 
this part of his conduct he shews not only the 
devout state of his affections, but likewise the 
soundness of his judgment. Every wise man 
sees the necessity of having some plan of do- 
mestic government, in order to preserve his house 
from being a scene of confusion and misery. 
And by what expedient can a christian better 
accomplish this purpose, than by endeavouring 
that every member of his family may feel the 
force of those principles by which he himself is 
made holy and happy. 

It is easy to imagine how men of true piety will 
fill up this outline. In some particulars they may 
vary from each other; but there is one ancient 
and godly custom, which unquestionably will 
have a chief place with them all in the order of 
their households; I mean, the regular perform- 
ance of religious worship. 

The arguments in support of family religion lie 
in a small compass. They are at the same time 
so obvious to a serious christian, that it may al- 
most seem unnecessary to insist upon them. It 
is scarcely possible that a man conversant with 
the holy scriptures, and truly conee-xxv^^ ^^x ^^ 
temporal and eternal interests o^ X\\o?»^ ^nVo ^x^ 
mder his care, can doubt of iu\>evtv^>tv\^ ^^"^^ ^' 
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worship God in his family. With such a man^ 
the commendation given to Abraham* will have 
the force of an express injunction. 

Moreover how reasonable a thing it is, that 
God should be honoured in that community 
which derives all its comforts from him. In a 
family, there are mercies received from God, of 
which all the members are equal partakers. How 
fit and becoming a thing is it, then, that all the 
members should join in acts of devout homage 
to their common Protector and Benefactor. 

The assembling every day to worship the su- 
preme Being has a tendency to produce the hap- 
piest effects in forming the conduct of our do- 
mestics. To recall the attention of a family 
frequently to God, tends to impress the members 
of it with an idea of his authority, and their de- 
pendence upon his providence. It holds forth 
religion to them as a duty not of occasional, but 
daily obligation. The constant reading of the 
holy scriptures, the frequent imploring of the 
pardon of sin, and petitioning for grace to act 
aright towards God and man, imperceptibly con- 
vey into their minds a knowledge of the duties 
which they owe to God, to themselves, and to 
each other. 

Accordingly, we find that where religious order 
prevails in families, there a knowledge of right 
and wrong obtains : and although evil passions 
occasionly discover themselves, we do not see 
their unrestrained violence : the good effects of 
daily instruction, and daily worship, are mani- 
fest in the tempers and conduct of the domes- 
$rcs, amidst all their imperfections. 

• Genesis xviil. 19. 



On the other hand, in those houses in which 
instruction is never heard, nor any act of devo- 
tion seen, we observe a deplorable ignorance of 
moral obligation. We therefore cannot wonder 
ihat there should be so general a complaint of 
the behaviour of servants : for what means are 
there employed in many families to teafch them 
their duty? How unlikely is it, that there should 
be a steady obedience rendered to man, where 
the fear of God is not inculcated, either by pre- 
cept, or example ! 

If therefore we consult merely our own com- 
fort, the best course we can pursue, is to tread 
in the steps of those godly men, whose houses 
were consecrated, by the daily performance of 
family worship. The comfort of families is so 
effectually destroyed by careless, idle, unfaith- 
ful, and dissolute servants, that a remedy for 
this serious and increasing evil would be gene- 
rally accounted a very great benefit to the public. 
But there is no reason to believe that a radical 
cure will be obtained, till the almost exploded 
piety of former times is revived, by making reli- 
gious instruction and worship a stated observ- 
ance in our houses. 

But there is another consideration which ought 
to have great weight with us. The regard we 
should pay to the welfare of society at large, 
obliges us to employ all those means which tend 
to the cultivation of religious principles. Fami- 
lies are the nurseries of the state. Parents, ma- 
gistrates, senators, ministers of religion, were once 
children in a family, and have probably bto^^X- 
with them into their important s\.«t\AOXi^, ^^\xwv^ 
tincture of the habits which prav^.\\e^v^\i^x^vic^^'^ 
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spent their tender years. We retajn the impres- 
sions which we receive in early life; and if they 
be not favourable to virtue, their corrupt in- 
fluence may be traced in the actions of a riper 
period. Licentious children become ungovern- 
able men. From not being habituated to re- 
verence God and eternal things when children 
men are frequently found to grow up with a 
heathenish insensibility in matters of religion ; 
an insensibility which they discover, amidst all 
the improvements which they derive from a polite 
and liberal education. When to such persons a 
moral trust is committed, it is easy to conjecture 
how it will be discharged. 

A man who has a truly christian mind, feels a 
benevolent concern for the interest of society ; 
and he will have a regard to this in the manage- 
ment of those who are committed to his care. 
He will make it his business to send them forth 
into the world, well-principled; that when they 
are added to the mass of the people, they may 
communicate to it a correcting influence, calcu- 
lated to diminish, and not to augment, the too 
great quantity of evil which pervades it. Now 
if a man can devise a better method of doing 
this, than by the regular discharge of religious 
instruction and worship in his family, let him, 
for the benefit of society, acquaint the world 
with it, for it will be a valuable discovery. 

A man may excuse himself from the duty here 
recommended, by saying, ** I am not inattentive 
to the religious and moral improvement of my 
family; I always go to the church on a Sunday, 
and I oblige my domestics to attend with me ; 
^ And this I think sufficient for their knowing and 
tvctiaing' their duty, if they we so KtvcVwx^^r 
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But is no advantage to be expected from at- 
tempting every day something that has a ten- 
dency to promote the best interests of our fellow- 
creatures? Nay, is not this indispensably ne- 
cessary ? 

It is no inconsiderable interval that occurs 
between one Sunday and another; an interval 
long enough for many and various temptations 
to operate upon our disordered nature. And 
shall the most inexperienced and incautious part 
of our family be suffered to pass all this time, 
without our doing anything to counterwork the 
continual presence and action of evil? 

But without taking into our account the dan- 
gerous influence to which our domestics are ex- 
posed, we should remember that the longer the 
interval is, which occurs between the seasons of 
instruction, the more likely we are to lose its sa- 
lutary impression. It is to be wished, there- 
fore, that there were some methods taken to pre- 
vent this loss. Family worship answers the pur- 
pose; for it recalls our minds to God: it serves 
to renew the impression of those great truths 
which were set before us in public worship; but 
which, with all their importance, we are too 
prone to forget. 

It may be useful to notice in this place an 
error, which I fear is too general: there are 
many who conceive, that the whole of the busi- 
ness for which seasons of public prayer and 
teaching were ordained, is done within thQ walls 
of the church; whereas it is but begun there, it 
must hejinished at home. The work upon which 
the parochial instructor is employed, ycvwsX^'Jv&'s* 
from his hands into those of lV\e ^^v^t^ Jo-^^^^'U, 
instructors. 
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Happy (if they know their advantages) are 
they who have a well-informed and faithful 
pastor, to dispense God's holy word and sacra- 
ments to them. ** Nothing that is profitable 
will he keep back from them."* He will not 
fail to set before them all those blessed truths 
which relate to the redemption of mankind. He 
will endeavour to excite them to a becoming re- 
gard to those truths. Longing to see his people 
partakers of the comforts of Christianity, he will 
not merely urge them in a general way to the 
practice of its duties, but will point out to them 
what is incumbent on them, in their respective 
states and relations. 

Much further than this he cannot proceed; 
but the work must proceed, or the labour already 
bestowed on it may be lost. 

There is great reason to believe that (though 
his discourses may have produced very serious 
impressions while he was delivering them) the 
desires which were excited by them will die away, 
unless cherished by some further application of 
truth to the mind. Seed has been sown, which 
must not be left to itself; it must be watched; 
it must be watered ; in order that it may bring 
forth fruit. To these things, the individuals who 
hear the word of God, must attend for them- 
selves. To these the masters of families are 
bound to attend, for the good of those who are 
committed to their care. And he, who from 
christian principles endeavours to provide for 
those of his own household, will follow the Sower, 
not only with his private prayers, but with such 
family exercises, as tend to guard and cherish 
the precious seed which has been sown. 

* Acts XX. 20. 
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Where these duties are wisely and diligently per- 
formed, the public instructor rejoices in seeing 
the fruit of his labours. But what fruit of them 
is he likely to discover among those families, in 
which the domestics neither hear nor see any 
thing that is calculated to remind them of the 
public worship, or that does any way corres- 
pond with it? The servant will think (if he 
think at all on the subject) that religion consists 
in nothing but going to church ; for he sees no- 
thing more in his master*s religion. 

Children and servants are influenced by what 
is always addressing itself to them. They judge 
of things, not from what one man says one day 
in a week, but from what every person is saying 
every day. The customs, the habits, of a fa- 
mily, are the things which form their opinions 
and character; and if among these, there be no 
act which is intended to do honour to religion, 
there is not only nothing done to carry .on the 
design of public instruction, but many things 
which will defeat that design, even though not 
so intended. 

It is from the neglect of following public with 
private instruction, among other causes, that a 
standing ministry in the church does not produce 
all the good effects for which it was ordained. 
They who object to this institution, should con- 
sider the limits of the public instructor's power; 
and in estimating the useful tendency of his 
office, they ought to allow for the failure of those 
who should take up the duty for which he is set 

apart, at that point, beyond which he caccew^x. 

proceed. 
The true minister of Chfisl \s eNex\^^>a^Wi%y^ 

ing masters of families to c^tx^ x\v^ ^o\V ^^ >2«^' 
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struction into their own province. It is not a 
crowded auditory that satisfies him. He will be 
ready to weep over the multitudes he views from 
the pulpit, if he know, that though they seem to 
hang upon his lips, there is at home no altar, 
no priest, no sacrifice, nor one true sign of 
genuine piety to be found. He estimates his 
usefulness in his pastoral character, not merely 
by the number of his hearers, but by the prac- 
tical effect which his discourses have on them. 
And among other enquiries, in order to ascer- 
tain this effect, he endeavours to know whether 
there be any family religion among them. . When 
he sees religion in their houses, he has reason to 
conclude, it has properly affected their hearts, 
and that, not only they, but their children after 
them, may partake of the benefit of his earnest 
endeavours : but till religion gets home to men's 
houses, he considers that, however he may be 
commended as a preacher, he has . reason to 
doubt whether, after all, his labours have pro- 
duced any great effect upon his hearers. 

Such being the importance of family religion, 
it is hoped, that no person, who has any just 
pretensions to piety, will be deterred from the 
duty he owes to his domestics, by the ridicule he 
may incur, in reviving that antient and godly 
custom which is here enforced. 

Is it becoming a man of sense and seriousness, 
to suffer himself to be stopped in the prosecution 
of what he knows to be reasonable — of what he 
believes will increase the honour due unto God, 
the improvement and happiness of his children 
and servants, and the benefit of society, by the de- 
rlsion of some t/ioughtless obsetveT,'w\ioiieN^t ^-^X 
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down seriously to consider what he chooses to 
ridicule ? 

We should stand prepared to meet with chris- 
tian firmness, that overbearing spirit of banter, 
which attempts to put every thing that is grave 
and serious out of countenance. Let us arm our- 
selves against it, by considering, that it is scarcely 
possible to be well employed, and at the same 
time to escape its attack. How inglorious is it 
to surrender in a good cause to such an anta- 
gonist ! 

The most solemn and approved things may be 
made sport of by some ; but let us consider how 
they are regarded by other observers. Is it not 
a beautiful sight to see a pious man collect his 
domestics around him — open his Bible — read dis- 
tinctly and reverently a portion of that holy book 
— and then kneeling down with them, thankfully 
acknowledge the blessings which he and his fa- 
mily have received, and humbly implore the con- 
tinuance of the divine mercy? This, however it 
may be misrepresented by vain and thoughtless 
men, is in the eye of God and his angels, a dig- 
nified spectacle. 

The remainder of this address shall consist of a 
few hints to those, who are resolved on the prac- 
tice of family worship. 

In the first place, let the master of a house re- 
member, that the more pleasantly family worship 
is conducted, the better; provided, that in en- 
deavouring to render it agreeable, we do not let 
it sink to the level of an unmeaning observance. 
To prevent an irksomeness, long services should 
be avoided 

A well-chosen hour for famW'^ ^tvj^t \^ ^"^ 
reat importance. An hour, sit vj\v\c\i \Xv^ ^^^^-^x.- 
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est number can attend, which is least liable to 
interruption, and at which the members are most 
capable of attention, is the hour to be chosen. 
To call to morning prayers before half the fa- 
mily is risen, or not till after the hour of business 
commences, or to call to evening prayers after 
supper, are all of them errors which in a great 
measure defeat the end of assembling for reli- 
gious worship. 

The hour being fixed, let it never be varied, 
but through inevitable necessity. Punctuality 
is essential to order. 

If the method of worship observed in a family 
be of the liturgical kind, let the master train his 
domestics to join in the parts which they have to 
sustain. The beauty of alternate worship is lost 
when the congregational parts are not well sup- 
ported.* 

I have all along taken it for granted, that the 
Holy Scriptures are read where family worship 
is performed : but I cannot help observing, that 
I have known this omitted where prayer was 
kept up. The constant omission of this is cer- 
tainly a great deficiency. The reading a mode- 
rate portion of scripture cannot add many mi- 
nutes to the length of the service. And it is to 
be recommended on many accounts; it is doing 
honour to the holy scriptures in the sight of our 
household; it prevents those who neglect reading 
them in private from being entirely ignorant of 
them ; and it serves to give those who read them 
without sufficient deliberation or judgment, an 

^ * The author has some reasons for recommending^ a litur* 
gical ibrm of worship in families. The reader will find these 
reasons in a, note, subjoined to l\\e YamW^YkyiT^g^, ^\ th« 
end of the book. 
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impressimi of the weight and force of what is 
contained in them. 

In the discharge of so sacred a duty as that of 
religious worship, every thing is of importance. 
The manner therefore, in which it is performed 
by him who conducts it, deserves some consi- 
deration. Let it be free from such habits as 
convey an idea of want of reverence, such as 
provoke risibility, dissipate attention, or leave a 
repulsive impression on the minds of those who 
join in the worship. Delivery ought to be par- 
ticularly attended to. If it be slovenly, voci- 
ferous, precipitate, or whining, it ill befits the 
act, either of administering religious instruction 
or presenting the sacrifice of prayer. Let him 
that leads family worship be concerned to render 
it both solemn and engaging. For this purpose 
one could wish, that, on such an occasion, his 
countenance, his tone of voice, his whole de- 
portment, were expressive of unfeigned piety, 
good sense, benignity, and happiness. 

To the due performance of all the duties which 
this paper aims to enforce, there is one thing 
that I conceive to be very essential. It is this: 
that the master of a family consider himself as 
the minister of God to his household. I would 
exhort him to cherish this idea of himself; and 
to pray earnestly to God, that he may, with all 
humility, act up to this character. If he be de- 
sirous of so doing, he will be ready to take ad- 
vantage of every circumstance that occurs in his 
family, by which he may seriously aflfect the 
minds of those who live with him. Such an 
opportunity is aflForded by a casviaVVj, ^xewva.^- 
able escape from some impending evW, «v^X!^^'9», 
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recovery, or death ; these are instructive events, 
and he should be ready to accompany them with 
something in his family worship, suited to im- 
prove to the best purposes, the impressions which 
such things make on the minds of his house- 
hold. To assist him herein he will, in the fol- 
lowing pages, find prayers adapted to such in- 
teresting occasions. 

But I must beg my reader to consider, whether 
he may not go a step further in acting as a mi- 
nister of God in his family. Why should he not 
be desirous of being useful to his friend, as well 
as to his child, or his servant? Philanthropy as 
well as piety dictates this to him. A visitor is, 
for the time he spends under our roof, a part of 
our family, and he ought to share in that peculiar 
concern, which (without any prejudice to uni- 
versal benevolence) we should have for those 
with whom we are more intimately connected. 
It is worthy of a christian, to receive his friend 
with a secret wish, that their intercourse may 
not consist merelv in the usual civilities, as if 
neither of them had any thing to do with what 
relates to God, or a future state; but that his 
guest, as well as himself, may receive benefit 
from the visit, in the article of religion: that 
infinitely important point, with respect to which 
we should always endeavour to be of service to 
each other. 

Among our visitors there may be one, who 
has been so unhappily educated, as never to 
have been present at the performance of family 
worship; and to him, such an observance may 
appear merely a kind of sectarian singularity. 
Ti/s js a case which peculiarly calls for that be- 
oevolent concern I have been lecommew^vci^. 
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On the arrival of such a person, I have known 
the family worship to be suspended. But far 
be such a mean accommodation, from the con- 
duct of a true christian! No; let the stranger 
see how we live— what regard we pay to an in- 
visible eye — and where we ground our best hopes. 
Let us keep his good in view: and hope, that 
by joining in the worship of the family, he will 
perceive that it is a thing not merely to be borne 
with, but to be imitated. If indeed there be 
any prayers in this collection which seem more 
intelligible than the rest to such a person, they 
may be used at the commencement of the visit. 
Farther than this, it may not be advisable to 
carry the spirit of accommodation. We should 
take heed how we go into such compliances as a 
frivolous politeness may 8«ggest; for they are 
seldom of that kind as to be compatible with 
christian simplicity. Nor does true benevolence 
allow them, however amiable they may appear 
to superficial judges: for they tend to deprive 
society of one of the greatest means of its im- 
provement: the power of good example. The 
religious man who is betrayed into them loses 
those definite marks of character, by which a 
christian ought to be known and read of all men, 
and by which, without assuming any thing, he 
holds forth an instructive and important lesson 
to his neighbour. 

The necessity of maintaining, on all occasions, 
the force of good example, is a consideration of 
such consequence, that I must beg leave to ad- 
dress some further observation on this head to 
those who have the care of a fam\Vs[. T^^ ^^- 
gular performance of religious 'wot^\\v^ "«v xJcv&vt 
houses does not include the wYvoVe o^ \Xvv^ c^Xv- 
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gation. Nay, if it be not accompanied with the 
discharge of other duties incumbent on him who 
presents it, the observance itself, worthy as it is 
of being held in reverential estimation by all 
who join with him in it, will be in danger of in- 
curring their aversion and contempt. Let me 
therefore remind the person who leads it, of the 
necessity of supporting its credit, by a holy con- 
sistency of conduct in the general tenor of his 
life. 

Wliere family worship is regularly observed, 
and its-credit is supported by a holy life, a steady 
conduct, prudent management of temporal af- 
fairs, upright dealings, and amiable tempers, on 
the part of him who leads it, there can be no 
doubt of its proving beneficial to himself, to his 
domestics, and to society. Some persons en- 
deavour to prove the inutility of family worship, 
by alleging the bad courses taken by the chil- 
dren of some families, in which this observance 
has not been neglected. The facts, were they just 
such as the objectors state them to be, would 
perhaps only prove (what no one disputes) that 
though we can give our children good instruc- 
tions, and set before them good examples, we 
cannot give them good dispositions. 

It is an affecting truth, that even where great 
pains have been taken to train children in the 
fear of God, we sometimes find the world 
triumphing over the instructor ; by the force 
of its allurements it has been known to bear 
away the well-tutored child, in defiance of the 
counsels, the example, and the prayers of a wise 
and good parent. It must be allowed likewise, 
i^at the had courses which some religiously edu- 
^ated children have taken, are to be ^ecov^TA.^^ 
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for, in a great measure, from the want of cor- 
respondency between the profession and the life 
— the prayers and the practice of the parent. 

Among those who profess themselves chris- 
tians we meet with persons whose religion is 
destitute of consistency. They liave prayers in 
their families, but these acts of devotion are not 
accompanied with the maintenance of order, or 
the firm and temperate exercise of parental au- 
thority. There is a remarkable deficiency like- 
wise in the article of instruction; some favourite 
points of christian truth are perhaps vehemently 
urged; while others, of equal consequence, are 
entirely neglected. Children are taught to know 
the features of a heresy; but sound principles 
of conduct are never inculcated. In a loose 
and general way, perhaps the parent may speak 
of the consequences of vice, but he does not 
keep a watchful eye over the tempers, the em- 
ployments, or the connections of his children ; 
nor set before them, in his own conduct, the 
example of a sober, steady, and upright cha- 
racter. Who can be surprised, if the son of such 
a man turn out a libertine ! If nothing has passed 
before that young man, as an exhibition of reli- 
gion, but his father's example, what has he seen 
to make him reverence religion; he has seen 
something, which, falling in with his own de- 
pravity, may lead him to despise it, and if he be 
a sufferer through his father's misconduct, I shall 
not wonder if he hate religion. 

But let not such an instance be brought to 
prove the inutility of domestic worship; the pro- 
per improvement of the fact is, to leatw. Iw^n 
little good is to he expected, and. \vov« \KvxOft. 
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mischief may ensue, from a spurious kind of 
religion. 

Let the profligate courses which the children 
of inconsistent religionists have taken, urge us 
to take heed that we fail not into the error of 
their parents. Let us neither in our profession, 
nor practice, present a part of religion to our 
family, but the whole of it. Let there be a mix- 
ture of devotion, instruction, government, and 
example, in the superintendance of a family. 
Let these go hand in hand, and while they sup- 
port each other, they will give stability and 
comfort to the house, in which they are exer- 
cised. It will be the abode of peace. In the 
superiors will be seen, authority tempered with 
kindness; among the inferiors, sobriety, fidelity, 
industry and frugality; among them ail, good- 
will to each other will be visible; notwithstand- 
ing that, through the frailty of human nature, 
there may be occasional interruptions of that 
harmony which the religious government of a 
family tends to produce. 

It only remains, that some account be given 
of the following performance. I do not know, 
that the offering a book of prayers to the public, 
needs any apology, notwithstanding there are 
already so many excellent compositions of this 
kind. Allowing to those who have gone before 
me in this kind of writing, all the praise to which 
they are entitled I cannot but be of opinion, that 
there may be occasion for new compositions. 
There are no books perhaps, in the choice of 
which we are more regulated by a taste of our 
own, than books of devotion. Here, especially, 
a man is apt to prefer the composition of a 
writer, whose turn of mind is cowgetivoiV vi\\.\\ \v\^ 
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own. I have been much encouraged to .proceed, 
in what is now offered to the public, by this con- 
sideration; I have thought, that from this cir- 
cumstance, my book, defective as it is in some 
respects, may be the means of introducing reli- 
gious worship into families, in which that duty 
has been hitherto neglected. 

But I will not attempt to reason my readers 
into an approbation of my design. I trust that 
I may say, I have sought the good of mankind. 
I have aimed, likewise, at the honour of God in 
this undertaking: and to that adorable Being, 
whose glory it is designed to promote, I commit it. 

The compositions are all of them original. To 
effect some kind of variety, most of them are 
made on particular subjects; in the choice of 
which, no systematic arrangement was designed. 
Nothing more was attempted, than merely to- 
comprehend the principal duties, trials, and 
temptations of common life. 

The reader will perceive, that there are but few 
prayers for all states. Instead of bringing all the 
usual subjects of prayer before a family, every 
time they assemble for worship, I have endeavour- 
ed to distribute them among the sixty prayers 
which are composed for the month. This ap- 
pears to me to be a method more edifying to our 
domestics, than the comprehending all states in 
every prayer. For by this method we may en- 
large more on any particular subject, and thus 
give it more importance in the eyes of those who 
join in the worship. By returning less frequently, 
and being longer dwelt upon, the subject attracts 
more attention than if it were hastily passed over 
every day. 
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That the domestics of a family may be duly af 
fected with a sense of the duties, which they ow< 
to those who are in authority, is one reason whicl 
has determined the author not to make mentioi 
of them in every prayer. He endeavours to in* 
fuse a spirit of loyalty into a family ; by appro- 
priating one season of family devotion entirely 
to this subject. By this method he conceivei 
(even should the prayer occur but once in i 
month) the members of a family would lean 
more of what they owe to their queen, and b( 
much more impressed with a conviction that it ii 
a christian duty to pray for her, than by hei 
being mentioned only in a short sentence, ir 
every day's prayer. 

May it please the God of all grace to accom 
pany this humble attempt to promote the practice 
of domestic piety with his blessing: disposing th( 
hearts of parents and masters to delight in im 
parting religious instruction to their children anc 
servants. May their instruction be illustratec 
and adorned by their holy example. May th< 
morning and evening sacrifice of prayer and prais( 
be offered up in every family to the God of ou; 
salvation, and his blessing descend and rest or 
all the members; purifying their hearts, sup- 
porting them under their trials, uniting then 
more and more to each other in the bonds o 
christian charity, and affording them the refresh- 
ing foretaste of that glorious state, in which th( 
blessed God will be worshipped with the mos 
profound adoration, and the sublimest strains o 
praise. 
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SUNDAY MORNING.* 

A PRAYER FOR THE PRESENCE OF GOD IN PUBLIC 

WORSHIP. 

O MOST holy God, we are weak and sinful 
/creatures, and could not presume to approach 
thee, hadst not thou revealed thyself a ** God of 
.mercy," in and through thy dear Son. Encour- 
aged by thy gracious promises, and the mediation 
of our blessed Advocate, we humbly draw near 
to thee, ** unworthy" as we are ** of the least of 
all thy mercies." 

Accept our thanksgivings, most gracious God, 
for all the means, and all the opportunities, thou 
liast afforded us for the salvation of our souls. 

"Vfe bless thee, O Lord, for setting apart a day 
of holy rest. We stand in need of being frequent- 
ly called away from the affairs of the present life : 
for we are too forgetful of the infinite concerns 
^f the life to come. 

We are bound to thank thee, not only for ap- 
pointing, but also for '* preserving" to us the day 
of rest : for it is through thy good providence 

* Additional passages, applicable to the Holy Communion, are 
annexed to the prayers of this lay. But it has been suggested to 
the author, by a venerable clergyman, that the family devotions 
of a Sacrament day should have a greater reference to this solemn 
ordinance. I have endeavoured to profit by this jremark, and 
have, in this second edition, added two prayers, composed on 
^he subject of the Lord's Supper. The &nt V^o q1 \^Ck& ^^^::^- 
siona] prayers, 

B 



3 SUNDAY MORNING. 

that the sabbath is still observed, and thereby a 
season of instruction is secured to us. 

With unfeigned thankfulness, O Father, would 
we acknowledge thy goodness to us, in renewing 
the opportunities of benefiting by this merciful 
institution, by the continuance of our health and 
strength. It has pleased thee, O Lord, to pre- 
serve us during the last night, and to bring us 
safely to the beginning of another sabbath ; now^ 
therefore, we beseech thee, to give us grace to im- 
prove the day to its religious purposes. 

With shame we own, that we have suffered 
former opportunitie^ of this kind to pass unim- 
proved : but, O let it not be so to-day: instead 
of losing another sabbath, may we endeavour to 
redeem those which we have already lost : for 
we know not whether this may not be our last. 

We are going to thy house, be mercifully 
pleased, O Lord, to favour us with thy gracious 
presence, and make us fully sensible of it, that 
we may see thy power and thy glory, as thy 
servants have seen them in the sanctuary.- 

Let us draw near to thee not only with our lips, 
but with our hearts also. Too often, alas! have 
we contented ourselves with the *' form of godli- 
ness ;** this day let us ** worship thee in spirit and 
in truth." 

When we confess our sins, may we feel a** broken 
and contrite heart;" when we sing thy praise, may 
** all that is within us, bless thy holy name:" let 
true devotion accompany the words of prayer: 
and may we, through thy merciful regard to our 
petitions, draw down blessings upon our Queen, 
our country, our churches, our families, ourselves^ 
and all for whom we pray. 
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Bless the instructions we may receive this day. 
Let ** our hearts stand in awe of thy word." 
May we hear it likewise with thankfulness: 
blessing thee for its precepts as well as its pro- 
mises. 

Glory be to thy name, O Lord, for the ** glad 
tidings of salvation, '^ which thou hast sent unto 
us. Through the ** tender mercy of our God/' 
we are not standing at the foot of Mount Sinai^ 
from whence the most awful sounds were heard; 
but "we are come to Mount Sion," where guilty 
sinners hear the name of Jesus, and are encour- 
aged to approach God, by that atoning " blood 
which speaketh better things than the blood of 
Abel." 

O suffer us not to be inattentive to thy voice. 
May we listen to it with all humility ; may we 
treasure up thy gracious words in our hearts: and 
may their holy and happy influence be seen in 
our daily conversation. 

Assist all thy servants, O Lord, who minister 
in holy things this day ; and especially him who 
laboureth among us. May he be assisted by thy 
Holy Spirit, both in offering up the prayers of 
the congregation, and in dispensing thy word; 
and let thy blessing be upon all his labours. 

Thus be thou present with all the messengers 
of our blessed Saviour. May they all be suc- 
cessful in endeavouring to gather and edify that 
flock which the ** chief Shepherd purchased with 
his precious blood."* 

* The follotping addition for a Sacrament day may he intro^ 

duced here. 
We humbly pray thee, to accompany all those who shall, 
this day, approach the table of our blessed I/itd« to ^QTELTtv<&\£kS»* 
rate his gremt Jove to us. Whilst they axe ]^axlQLkxEi% ol ^^ ^%* 
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"^ 



These mercies for ourselves, and for others, we- 
humbly ask in the name of our only Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, who taught us thus to pray r 

Our Father, &c. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

• THANKSGIVING FOR THE MEANS OF GRACE. 

O King of glory. King of righteousness and 
peace, help us with all humility and reverence 
to ** bow the knee" to thee. May we willingly 
and joyfully honour thee, and ** acknowledge- 
thee to be Lord," not only with our tongues, but 
by ever doing homage to thy commands and by 
a life devoted to thy service. 

We would close this day of mercy, most blessed 
God, with praise and prayer. We thank thee 
for the opportunity given to us of attending to- 
the " things which belong to our peace." We 
thank thee that we have heard that joyful, 
sound of thy gospel ; those " glad tidings" which 
proclaun " comfort to them who mourn, liberty 
to the captive, and the opening of the prison to 
them who are bound." 

Let thy word, O Lord, '* run and be glorified." 
" Let thy way be known upon earth, thy saving- 
health among all nations." And may the " God 

ments which represent his precious body and blood, may their 
hearts be deeply affected with the consideration of his cross ana 
passion. May they remember their sins with true contrition of 
heart, and the love of that Redeemer, who shed his blood fur 
their remission, with the most lively thankfulness. May the.A 
"be enabled to feed, by faith, on him •' who gave his flesh for 
the life of the world ;" and may they return from his table witlr 
bearta full of lore to God, and good will towards men. 
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of hope*' fill those who hear the word of salvation, 
** with all joy and peace in believinff." 

We rejoice in the recollection of the numerous 
assemblies of christian worshippers that have been 
held this day, in different parts of the world. 
Ever do thou incline our hearts to pity those who 
neglect thine ordinances; but let us rejoice also, 
that there are multitudes who ** know tny name," 
and fill thy courts with the voice of prayer and 
praise. 

Blessed be thy name, for all the success that 
has attended the labours of thy ministers. We 
bless thee for every one whom thou hast turned 
from his evil ways, for every one whom thou hast 
comforted under affliction, and for every one 
whom thou hast made to advance in faith and 
holiness. We would join in thanks^ivingps with 
all those who this day have been sittmg ^* under 
the tree of life with great delight/' and have 
found its ** fruit sweet to their taste." 

And O, most gracious God, have mercy on all 
those, who, although they have heard thy word, 
still remain *^ in the bonds of iniquity." Let 
thy grace ever accompany the voice of thy minis- 
tering servants, that not one who hears their 
message may ** put away from himself the word 
of God," and '^ adjudge himself unworthy of 
everlasting life." 

And grant, O Lord, that we may be in the 
num])er of those, who *^ hear thy word, and keep 
it." Bless us with a capacity to remember what 
we hear; and '' open our understanding that 
we may understand the scriptures." 

O ever blessed God, instructoT of \\i^\^xiQt^»X.^ 
puTiBer of the heart, by vrlioie m^LMWift.^ ^^ 

b2 
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mists of error are dispersed , and the chains of 
sin are broken, give unto us not only the know- 
ledge, but also ** the love of the truth.*' Give 
e£fect to every successive opportunity of attending^ 
the house of God ; that our " faith niay be more 
and more strengthened," and that our ** love" 
towards God, and to one another, may be '^ made 
to abound."* 

Forgive, O merciful Lord, all the imperfections 
of our worship ; neither in thy house, in the fa- 
mily, or in the closet, have we served thee as we 
ought. Forgive the worshippers; but let the 
worship, even though it is mixed with sin, find 
acceptance with thee, through the meritorious of- 
fering of Jesus Christ, our ** Great High Priest.'^ 

And now may we be enabled to retire to rest, 
meditating on the blessed truths in which we 
have been instructed. O may they accompany 
us in ** our going out, and coming in," at " our 
lying down," and ** our rising up." 

Into thy hands, O God of salvation, we com- 
mend ourselves ; begging, that if we are raised 
to see the light of another day, we may enter on 
it deeply impressed with what we have heard 

* This addition for the evening of a Sacrament day may he in-- 

troduced here. 
We thank thee, O Lord, for another opportunity of comme- 
morating the love of Jesus Christ in dying for our sins. Help> 
all those who have attended the table of our Lord, to keep the 
blessed Redeemer still in view ; and enable them to walk hence- 
forth as becometh the disciples of Jesus. May they go and 
shew forth that love to Ood and man, of which he hath set u» 
so great an example in his death. Like those who have partaken, 
of the instituted signs of his body and blood with truly penitent 
hearts, may they watch and pray against all sin ; remembering- 
what it '* cost to redeem their souls." And may they long for, 
and be daily growing more meet for that nearer communion with 
""roM, wbicb thy saints shall enjoy iu'bettveTu 
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to-day, and seriously resolved, to take thy word, 
" as a light to our feet, and a lamp to our 
paths." 

Now "to the King eternal, immortal, invi- 
sible, the only wise God, be honour and glory, 
for ever and ever." Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



MONDAY MORNING. 



POR GRACE TO LIVE ACCORDING TO GOD S WORD. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us, in Christ, with, 
all spiritual blessings. Give us a thankful heart, 
O Lord, for thy mercy in looking upon sinful 
man, and for speaking to us by that ** meek and 
lowly" Saviour, who never ** breaketh the bruised 
reed, nor quencheth the smoking flax." 

Although the sabbath is past, we would not 
forget what we owe to Thee for the day of rest. 
We have heard the ** still small voice" of grace, 
speaking pardon and " peace through the blood 
of Jesus." O may thy words be engraven on our 
hearts ! 

And since thou not only proclaimest pardon 
to the guilty, but likewise callest us into thy 
service by this gentle voice, may we obey thy 
call. Deaf to all the allurements of sin and 
vanity, may we draw near to thee, and make- 
an entire surrender of ourselves to thee. 

O merciful God, pour into our hearts that- 
obedient spirit which will lead us to regard thy 
commands^ as well as thy promises, ^w^ \si ^vj; 
with the most sincere desire oi ktvomw^ e^ex^- 
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thing which thou requirest of us, ^' Speak, Lord| 
for thy servant heareth." 

Suffer us not to rest satisfied with a partial 
regard to the truth ; but may " our hearts be 
sound in thy statutes :" and may all our conduct 
this day prove, that we desire to be ** sincere 
and without offence" in thy sight. 

If any trial befal us, may we meet it as those 
whom ** thy word hath quickened'' to a life of 
faith and holiness. ** Strengthen us, O Lord," 
by thy Holy Spirit, that we may keep ourselves 
** unspotted from the world," that we may "not 
walk after the flesh," and that " Satan may get 
no advantage over us." 

We humbly pray to thee, O God of grace, 
in behalf of all those who heard the word of sal- 
vation yesterday. Suffer them not, most merci- 
ful Father, ** to turn away from him who speak- 
eth from heaven." Other voices will be heard 
this day; but O that mankind may perceive 
the danger of obeying any voice which contra- 
dicts thine. Preserve them from " giving heed 
to seducing spirits," and enable them to listen 
attentively to thy faithful word; for there is love 
even in its severest rebukes. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for the labours of thy 
ministering servants; and we pray thee to give 
success to them. Let " none of their words fall 
to the ground." May multitudes, this day, be 
employed in reflecting on those things which 
were heard in thy house, and may thy Holy 
Spirit cause the seed of truth to sink deep into 
the heart, that it may produce abundant fruit in 
the life. 
And Qow we pray thee, O lAxd, \» ^\«^^x^ 



FIRST WEEK. 9^ 

thy ministers for new services; and to direct 
them in the further prosecution of that great 
work to which thou hast called them. 

Give thy blessing to them in their readings 
in their private meditations, and in their pastoral 
visits. Ever bearing upon their hearts the wel- 
fare of their flocks, may they be always laying 
up something in store, for future opportunities 
of instruction. 

And whilst thy ministers are endeavouring to 
lead us on towards heaven, O may we, and all 
for whom they labour, willingly follow, and be 
daily proceeding " from strength to strength." 

And may the blessed company of those, who- 
are walking in the path of thy commandments, 
be increased every sabbath day. O Lord, give 
thy word success, that new converts of all ranks, 
and all ages, may be ** daily added to the 
church:" let ** kings of the earth, and all people, 
princes, and all judges of the earth, young men 
and maidens, old men and children,'' join to* 
'* praise the name of the Lord." 

Hear, O merciful Lord, our humble requests,. 
and do thou, '* who hast brought us safely tc 
the beginning of this day," be pleased to keep 
us ** in thy fear all the day long," and preserve 
us from all things that may be hurtful either to^ 
body or soul, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

Our Father, &c. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

THAT WE MAY LIVE WITH ETERNITY IN VltW. 

O BLESSED Lord, who by thy good '^xonx^^^^^ 
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liast safely preserved us to the close of another 
day, teach us to look forward to *' the end of 
all things." We are admonished, by the silence 
of the present hour, to stand prepared for that 
night, when the noise of this busy world shall 
be heard no more. 

Gracious God, let not that awful night over- 
take us before the great business of life is done; 
thou hast in great mercy to our souls given ub 
a ** day of salvation," O ** let us not sleep as do 
others, but watch and be sober." 

And *' whatsoever our hand findeth to do," 
especially in the affairs of life eternal may we 
have grace to ** do it with all our might, since 
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom, in the grave, whither we are going." 

O Lord, how much reason have we to be hum- 
bled before thee, for our negligence in the gr^at 
work of our salvation. On this day among others 
how seldom have we so much as thought of it, 
and when it has occurred to our minds, how 
faintly have we thought of it. And yet, how 
great an interest do we take in the affairs of 
the present life, and how vigorously do we pur.r 
sue them. Forgive, O Lord, this *' shameful" 
inconsistency. Well may we hide our heads, 
when we reflect how ** careful and troubled we 
are about many things," and yet how little en- 
gaged about the ** one thing needful." 

O forgive and cure us of this folly. Let us 
not ** be disquieted in vain." Let us not be al- 
ways labouring " for that which satisfieth not." 
Teach us seriously to weigh that question of our 
Lord, ** What shall it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world, and lose b\s O'wn aoul^" 
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What should we gain, even in the present life, 
" labouring only for the meat which perisheth V* 
What would all the world be to us without thee, 
O God ? if we have nothing more than its uncer- 
tain treasures, and its short lived pleasures, we 
shall be poor and wretched. Thou only, O God, 
canst make us truly blessed, therefore to thee 
do we direct our eyes, and for thy favour will we 
humbly wait at thy footstool. 

Let us not be numbered with the ** men of this 
world, who have their portion in this life,'* but 
with those who ** confessing themselves strangers 
and pilgrims on earth, are seeking a better coun- 
try." Thou ** forgivest their iniquities." Thou 
** purifiest their hearts.*' Thou ** keepest tliem 
from the evil of the world.** If thou **visitest 
their offences with the rod, yet thy loving-kind- 
ness thou takest not from them. All things are 
made to work together for their good ;** and they 
are " filled with all joy and peace in believing.** 
O Lord, remember us with the favour that thou 
bearest unto thy people : O visit us with thy sal- 
vation, that we may seek the good of thy chosen, 
that we may rejoice in the gladness of thy na- 
tion, and glory with thy inheritance. 

And may the hope of having Thee for " our 
portion," O Lord, be more to us than all bodily 
comforts and refreshments. We bless Thee that 
we have ** a place where to lay our heads,*' after 
the fatigues of the day. But doubly pleasant are 
these comforts to us, when they are sweetened by 
a sense of thy mercy. We have reason to be 
thankful for the hardest bed, on which we can lie 
down at peace with Thee. 

Lead us all seriously to enc\v\\ie, '^\v^'Cc^^^ ^^ 
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are in this blessed state. Suffer none of us to 
close our eyes in a false peace. May thy Holy 
Spirit work in our hearts true ** repentance to- 
wards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ;" 
that whether we live we may live unto the Lord, 
or whether we die we may die unto the Lord : 
so that living or dying we may be the Lord's, 
ihrough Jesus Christ, our only Mediator, who 
taught us thus to pray, 
Our Father, &c. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

Toil THE BLESSING OF GOD UPON ALL OUll LAWFUL 

UNDERTAKINGS. 

O Lord our God, '* who makest the outgoings of 
the morning.and evening to praise thee," we draw 
jiear to thee with our "morning sacrifice" of 
praise and prayer. Be pleased to accept this 
offering at our hands through the mediation of 
our only Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, in whose 
name we, who deserve to be " driven from thy 
presence," are encouraged to approach thee with 
humble confidence. 

"We not only begin another day, but we enter 
vpon it in health, and are able, through thy good- 
ness, to follow our respective vocations : for, O 
Lord, it is owing to thy mercy, that ** man goeth 
forth to his work, and to his labour until the even- 
ing." We humbly ask thy blessing, O heavenly 
Father, before we go forth to our employments. 

In ** all our ways we would acknowledge Thee," 
and we beseech Thee to ** direct our paths." 

We would leave the " success" of our under- 
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takings to thee, O Lord, for we know not whether 
success would be good for us, therefore choose 
thou for us : for thou alone knowest what is best 
or us. 

If it please Thee, ** prosper thou the work of 
our hands." And O stand by us in the hour of 
prosperity, ** lest our hearts be lifted up, and we 
forget the Lord our God." If it seem not good 
unto Thee to give success to our labours, enable 
us to say from the heart, ** thy will be done." 
O Lord, let not the disappointment be the occa- 
sion of sin, and all will be well. 

O let our hearts and hopes be fixed on *' the 
good things, which thou hast prepared for them 
who love Thee," that our comfort and peace may 
not depend on any of the events of this changing 
world. 

Thou hast not given thy servants any assurance 
of worldly prosperity, but ** thou hast made with 
them an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 
things" that concern their spiritual welfare. In 
that covenant may we ** principally" rejoice, when 
in prosperity; in that may we rest, in the hour 
of adversity; rejoicing in the ** unsearchable 
riches of (Jhrist," and perfectly contented with 
those treasures which the world can neither give 
nor take away. 

We bless our divine Teacher for warning us to 
" take heed, lest at any time our hearts be over- 
charged with the cares of this life." Lord, we 
would not forget this admonition; we pray thee 
to give us grace to regard it in all the transac- 
tions of this day. 

Let us not be added to the number of tho^e^ 
who a *' greediness of filthy lucie" \i^\\v\^^ voJv» 

c 
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** temptation, and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruc* 
tion and perdition." While, therefore, O God,, 
we are ''diligent in business, incline thou our 
hearts unto thy testimonies, and not unto covet- 
ousness.^ 

Enable us so to manage all temporal affairs,, 
as not to be enslaved by them. Make us, with 
respect to worldly occupations, moderate in our 
desires; that we may not take so much business 
upon ourselves as would distract our minds, and 
disqualify us for the duties and enjoyments of 
religion. 

Should difficulties arise this day in our affairs^ 
do thou be with us in them ; making us willing 
to suffer any thing rather than obtain relief by 
dishonourable means. And let us not, in an hour 
of difficulty, depend on human wisdom alone ; 
may we ** call upon thee in the day of trouble,** 
and patiently wait thy direction, which thou hast 
promised to them who commit their way to thee. 

O Lord, " let thy presence go with us;" there 
is no wisdom like thy wisdom; no power like thy 
power; and therefore, there is no dependence 
equal to that of ** making the Lord our trust." 
Thy providence is our best security against the 
craftiness and violence of wicked men. Under 
thy guidance the simple shall pass unhurt amidst 
those who seek to " make him their prey." 

O Lord, be thou our protector this day. And 
that we may hold forth to others a good example 
of a soul in pursuit of the " true riches," may we 
look to Him who " became poor for us, that we 
through his poverty might be made rich." His 
'^ grace is sufficient for us." May wejiave " no 
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cofifidence in the ilesh/'bnt ^o forward ^* leaning 
upon" him, who is *'' able to save to the utter- 
nuxt. ' 

We hninbJy intreat thee, O Lord, to hear our 
petitions, which we sum up in the words which 
our Saviour taught us. 

Our Father, &c 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

A PRAYER FOR G0D"*S PROTECTION. 

Most gracious Lord, from thee " coroeth every 
good iad perfect gift." To thee we are indebted 
ioi all that makes the present life comfortable, 
aod fac all that secures to us the happiness of the 
life to come: with thee, therefore, would we begin 
and end €very day. 

Make us thankful for all the blessings which 
we have this day received at thy hands. How 
many ** unknown" blessings have we probably 
received! Who but thyself can tell, how near 
we may have been to those eviis from which we 
have been preserved I For, ** lo, thou goest by 
us, and we see thee not : thou passest on also^ 
but we perceive thee not." 

But, O that we were duly thankful for our 
known mercies. Pardon our want of thankful- 
ness : and accept our imper£&ct praises for the 
blessings we have received. " Thou dealest not 
with us after our sins, nor rewardest us accord- 
ing to>our iniquities." We ought therefore to 
praise thee, not only for thy goodness, but also 
for thy patience : all our enjoyments ^x^ ^^esq^Ss^ 
of thy •* ]oDg*-suffering" towards svtixve^^. 
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And now to whom can we look for preserva- 
tion this night, but to Him who hath kept us 
during the day. ** O thou preserver of men, ex- 
cept thou keep the city, the watchman waketh in 
vam. 

O Lord, nothing but thy providential care over 
us can secure such frail creatures. We are quite 
unable to prevent many things that may render 
this night a night of great distress and trouble. 
Who but thee, O God, can guard us from pain, 
fear, or grief : evils that may assault the inhabi- 
tant, while the habitation is in perfect security; 
but all things are in thy hand. And " when thou 
givest quietness, who then can make trouble V* 

To thy care, therefore, O gracious God, we 
humbly commend ourselves. Mercifully preserve 
us from the sons of violence, from devouring 
flames, from the ** pestilence that walketh in 
darkness," from all distressing events, and all 
wicked beings, bodily or spiritual. 

And O keep us from the greatest of all evils. 
Give us a holy fear of falling into ** sin." O 
Lord, " in our flesh dwelleth no good thing." 
We are ready to " turn aside like a deceitful 
bow." Be graciously pleased to preserve us 
from doing that which is evil in thy sight. For, 
O Lord, however some may choose the secrecy 
of night for works of iniquity, let us remember, 
that the transgressor escapes not thine eye: 
" There is no darkness with thee." 

Let the thought of thy omniscience, and thy 
hatred of all sin, never forsake us. Impress our 
souls with an habitual reverence of thine all- 
seeing eye, and fill them with that love to thy 
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name, which will cause vtsta** abhor the thing 
which is evil.*^ 

Bless unto us, O Lord, ail the events of this 
night. Should it be a night of trial to any of us, 
let it be sanctified trial, if we pass the night, 
without trial, let our waking thoughts be thoughts 
of thankfulness, and our first enquiry be, " what 
shall we render to tkte Lord ?" 

What we have asked for ourselves, O Lord, we 
ask for others. We intreat thee to keep this 
neighbourhood in peace. Sanctify to those who 
dwell around os, as well as to ourselves, whatever 
this night may bring forth. We commend all our 
dear relations to thee. Guard them from evil, 
and especially from him who is 'Called ** the evil 
one." 

O may we, and may all who are dear to us, 
retire to rest duly sensible of all oar blessings, 
and especially of that greatest of all blessings, 
the gift of a Saviour. 

Blessed, for ever blessed be the Lord, for that 
Redeemer, by whom guilty sinners are delivered 
from the darkness of error, sin, and misery, and 
are brought to enjoy the light of eternal life. 

Blessing, and honour, glory, and power, be 
unto him who sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

FOR god's guidance. 

" Blessis) is the man," O Lord, " whom thou 
choosest, and causest to approach unto tlifi^ J* 
VoQclisafe unto us this mercy, viPb ^%ej&^\!cRft> 

c2 
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that we may be " satisfied with the goodness oF 
thy house, even of thy holy temple.** 

O gracious God, what more can we desire than 
to have a name and a place in thy house. O 
send the Spirit of thy Son into our hearts, that 
we may call thee Father. Let us not be seeking 
after the possessions, the honours, or the plea- 
sures of the world ; we beseech thee to " lift up 
the light of thy countenance upon us ;" for with- 
out that, earthly abundance is poverty, and 
honour is as an empty sound. In the fulness of 
our sufficiency we shall be in straits, unless thou 
be our portion. 

And dost thou, O Lord, condescend to speak 
as a Father to sinful dust and ashes ? Dost thou 
offer to adopt those into thy family, who are 
"conceived in sin, and brought forth in iniquity?" 
O let our souls, and all that is within us, joyfully 
consent to thy terms, and " come out, and be 
separate" from every thing that would hold us- 
from thee. And never, never may there be in 
our hearts so much as a thought of leaving our 
Father's house. 

Never suffer us to give that honour to another,, 
which is due to Thee alone. How often, alas ! 
have we been guilty of this folly. O Lord, we 
have " worshipped and served the creature more 
than the Creator :" but in many instances our 
idols have deceived us ; thou, our faithful God, 
hast never disappointed the hopes of them who 
" make thy word their trust." All thy promises 
are, in due time, faithfully performed; and in 
Thee thy people find a safe Guide, amidst in- 
tricate paths — a Supporter when they are 
J&//Z/ — a Protector when assaulted — "a Com- 
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)rter," when distressed — a ** refuge" when pur- 
iied. 
Whom then shall we desire to have for our 
nide and guard, but him, ^* who feedeth his 
ock like a shepherd?" Lead on then, blessed 
K)rd, and give us grace to follow. Too long 
ave we been ** led astray" by our own ** foolish 
nd hurtful lusts;" but nOw we see whither they 
rere carrying us. We yield ourselves, there- 
ore, to thy guidance, fearful of taking one step^ 
•ut as thou leadest us. 

Conducted by thee, we shall go through the 

lay safely, if not pleasantly. We may ** suffer," 

►ut if we be kept from ** sin," it will be a blessed 

lay. We may not be exempted from trial, but 

r thou sanctify the trial, all will be well. And 

1 the evening, should we have to look back on 

day of tempest, we shall have cause to be 

ankful, that he was with us '* whom the winds 

\d the sea obey;" and through whose help the 

^eep did not swallow us up." 

Pity those, O Lord, who are still " as sheep 

ng astray;" heavenly Shepherd, bring them 

ae to thy fold: for there only we ** find pas- 

^," there only we are safe. 

et no one '* hear thy voice" in vain. May 

dear relations, our friends, and our enemies, 

7e have any) hear thy blessed voice, and 

it. May he who was lifted up from the 

, draw all men unto him. To him may the 

les seek, and find his rest glorious, Yea^ 

m be the ** confidence of all the ends of 

rth." 

St heaven and earth" praise our God for 
iny mercies; but * especiaW'j toi \i\% xsl- 
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estimable love in the redemption of the world, 
by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory.* 

O * give us that due sense of all thy mercies 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, 
and that we may shew forth thy praise, not only 
with our lips, but in onr lives; by giving up 
ourselves to thy service, and by walking before 
tiiee in holiness and righteousness all our daySj 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,* who taught us 
thus to pray. 

Our Father, <S:c. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

FOR HUMILITY. 

Great and holv God, how shall sinful dust and 
ashes come before thee! We are "transgressors 
from the womb." * We have erred and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep, and there is no 
health in us.' May we feel the burthen of our 
sin when we draw near to thee, that we may 
** bow before the most high God" with unfeigned 
humility. 

Thou art " the Lord God omnipotent;" we 
" are crushed before the moth," Thou " art 
from everlasting to everlasting;** we "are of 
yesterday, and know nothing.** Our meanness 
alone ought to fill us with humility in thy pre- 
sence. But, O gracious God, there is a still 
more affecting reason for our "lying in the dust" 
before thee : Thou hast " nourished and brought 
as up as children, and we have rebelled against 
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thee. Lord, thou knowest our foolishness, and 
our sins are not hidden from thee/' 

O thou holy and heart-searching God, grant 
that every one of us may know himself; and not 
only see himself to be a sinner, but feel within 
himself that grief and* shame, which a sinner 
ought to feel. 

Suffer us not to listen to any of those self-de- 
ceiving reasonings, by which men ** cover their 
sins/' What plea can we offer for pride, for im- 
purity, or for anger? What shall we say m ex- 
cuse for having loved this vain world so much, 
and thee so little? How extenuate the many 
transgressions into which we have fallen either 
in thought, word, or deed ? 

Let us humble ourselves before thee, acknow- 
ledging our sins with true contrition of heart, and 
beseeching thee to shew mercy to us on thine 
own terms. Let not one of us shew an unhumbled 
heart, by cavilling at the way in which it pleaseth 
thee to be merciful to the guilty: but may we, 
most gladly and most thankfully, seek to thee 
for that forgiveness, which thou boldest out to 
us through the mediation and sufferings of thy 
dear Son Jesus Christ. 

We bless thee, O God of infinite compassion, 
for having ** opened a fountain for sin and un- 
cleanness." To that would we resort ere we re- 
tire to rest. We know that our lives are defiled 
by sin; but O ** who can understand all his 
errors?" Conscious of many transgressions, and 
fearful that unobserved offences may have been 
committed, we flee to the cross of Jesus, and 
there, with an eye directed to him yi\v^ ** \iw.^ 
our sins'* upon it, would we finH\v \)cC\^ ^vj . 
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And we pray, O Lord, that not only when we 
are kneeling before thee, but at all times, we 
may be preserved from "thinking of ourselves 
more highly than we ought to think/' May a 
just view of ourselves, as fallen creatures, be con- 
tinually present to our ininds; that in all our 
conduct towards Thee, O God, we may act like 
penitent sinners; and in our transactions with 
men, we may behave with " all lowliness and 
meekness:" as becometh those who stand in con- 
tinual need of forgiveness. 

And let no gifts, or talents, which thou hast 
bestowed on us, make us forget what we are in 
thy sight. Lord, when we recollect the use we 
have made of them, we have more reason to be 
filled with shame, than to be proud on the ac- 
count of them . How little have they been em- 
ployed to thy glory! What ** unprofitable ser- 
vants" are we, with all the gifts thou hast be- 
stowed on us! 

* And now, O Lord, grant unto us the spirit to 
think and do always such things as are right,' for 
we know, by experience, that we may be lifted 
up with pride, even though we see that we have 
nothing to be proud of. Therefore, O Lord, do 
thou give unto us a humble heart. Preserve us 
ftom all confidence in ourselves, and let us never 
forget that ** in the Lord" alone " have we either 
righteousness or strength." 

As helpless sinners, we commit our bodies and 
souls to thy care this night. We are both weak 
and unworthy of thy protection: but thou hast 
promised to hear those who pray in the name of 
thj Son. For the sake of him who shed his 
bJood for U8, pardon, Lord, the sxnuo^ tSi^dac^ 
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past, and guard us from the evils of this night 
Accept our thanks for the mercies we have re- 
ceived, and hear the requests we further make to 
thee, in the words which our Saviour taught us ; 
Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

THAT WE MAY MAKE THE BEST USE OP LIFE. 

Most gracious and most glorious Lord, ^* Who 
is a God like unto theeT' almighty in power, 
and yet " abundant in mercy ;" of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, and yet long-suffering to- 
wards sinners! All our endeavours to set forth 
thy glory must be weak and imperfect : but thou 
lookest to the heart, and wilt receive the praises 
of poor sinful mortals, who desire to give unto 
thee the *' honour due unto thy name." 

We desire to offer up our unfeigned thanks to 
Thee this morning, for all the blessings of the 
past night. The ** sleep" with which we have 
been refreshed, the ** light" of returning day, 
and "health" to use and enjoy it, are all thy 
gifts; and shall we receive these gifts, and for- 
get to bless the bountiful giver? Be it far from 
us, O Lord. 

Yet, O most gracious God, we must confess, 
that we have often overlooked thy goodness; and 
have forgotten to devote that life to thy service 
which thou hast mercifully supported. Let our 
past unthanTtfulness be forgiven, and * sanctify 
us in body, soul, and spirit;' that we may hence- 
forth employ our powers, in etide^NOxxTwv^^.^ ^^ 
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the will of that gracious Creator, who reneweth 
them from day to day. 

We thank thee, ** O Father of mercies," for 
thy holy word ; by which we are taught how 
to walk and please thee, our God, We would 
take thy word this day as a " lamp unto our feet, 
and a light unto our path ;** and do thou enable 
us faithfully to follow all its directions ; that walk- 
ing uprightly, we may walk surely, and go on our 
way rejoicing. 

We humbly pray for grace to tread in the 
steps of our blessed Saviour. He hath shown 
us a pattern of faith, holiness, and love. May 
we receive out of his fulness such a measure of 
assistance as may be needful for us, in order that 
we may follow him faithfully. We are apt to go 
astray ; but do thou preserve us, that we turn 
not away from our heavenly Guide. We are 
apt to be ** weary in well doing ;" oh, strengthen 
us by his grace. After his example, let it be 
our meat to do the will of our heavenly Father, 
And not only escape the grosser ** pollutions 
of the world," but even ** the appearance of 
evil." 

Enable us, O Lord, to ** walk by feith," that 
the objects of sense may not lead us aside from 
the path of truth. May we be steadfastly " look- 
ing at the things which are not seen ;" and let 
us set our ** affections upon things above," that 
we may neither fall into the snares which may 
lie in our way, nor sink under the burdens which 
we may be called to bear. 

And, O Lord, let it not be enough for us to 
be kept from mispending life, but may we be 
desirous of improving it well. Whik we have 
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time, let us endeavour to ** do good unto all 
men." If this day thou appoint any ** labour of 
love" for us to perform, O may we willingly un- 
dertake it, glad of an opportunity of imitating 
him who *' lived and died for us." 

Walking thus, O Lord, by the light of thy 
holy word, we need not perplex ourselves about 
any thing which may happen to us this day. 
Thine eye is always on those who fear thee ; and 
thou hast promised to make *' all things work 
together for their good. " O God, be it unto 
thy servants according to thy word. 

To thy gracious care we commit ourselves, our 
dear relations, and all for whom we are bound 
to pray. We pray for them, and for ourselves, 
that as we increase in years we may increase in 
** all the fruits of righteousness," and thus be- 
come more and more ** meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light" through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose comprehensive 
words we further call upon thee, saying, 

Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

FOR GRACE TO LIVE IN A STATE OF CONTINUAL 
PREPARATION FOR DEATH. 

** O THAT men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men ! " We come before thee, O 
Lord, not only to thank Thee for what we have 
received, but likewise to ask for the co^vlvoxva.- 
tion of thy irercies; for we ate ^vj^'^^ *'*' ^^^x 
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and needy/' and blessed be thy name, thou 
" art rich unto all who call upon Thee." 

We thank Thee for our preservation by day. 
We thank Thee for the season of rest, and the 
means of enjoying this blessing. Enable us, O 
Lord, to use all our bodily comforts with a con- 
siderate and devout mind. Let us not lie down 
on our beds *' like the brutes that perish," but 
with serious reflections and prayer; remember- 
ing that the time is coming, when we must lie 
down in the grave. 

And, seeing that our ** life is but a vapour," 
and we know not but that this night our ** souls 
may be required of us," O give us all a serious 
concern to be in a state of real preparation for 
our last hour. We are often more attentive to 
things of inferior moment, than we are to this 
great duty. We secure our habitations, but we 
forget our souls ! O forgive that folly which 
leads us to '* lake thought" only for that which 
is least worthy of our concern, and do thou 
make us ** wise unto salvation." 

** Grant to us repentance unto life;" that we 
may not only be afraid of the consequences of 
sin, but ashamed of its defilement, and weary of 
its burden. 

And inasmuch as the sincerest and deepest re- 
pentance maketh no satisfaction for our offences, 
O what cause have we to bless thy holy name, 
for having provided an atoning sacrifice for us ; 
even that ** Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world." On that great sacrifice, 
which our blessed Lord made of himself on the 
cross, would we ground all our hopes of for- 
giveness. 



FIRST WEEK. 27 

** Look, Lord, upon the face of thine anoint- 
ed :" for his sake ** blot out all our misdeeds." 
We cannot ** answer for one action in a thou- 
sand/' but the ** blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin;" and thou hast said, ** whosoever 
believeth in him, shall be saved; Lord, we be- 
lieve, help our unbelief/' We will look to no 
one else for salvation. Help us with truly peni- 
tent hearts to commit our guilty souls into his 
hands; and there, in peace, may we leave what 
we entrust to him. 

May we close this day in " charity," as well 
as in ** repentance" and " faith." We pray 
Thee to forgive all those who may have done, or 
intended evil to us. Not knowing whether we 
shall ever return to any further dealings with 
mankind, enable us now to lie down in peace 
with all the world. 

O that thus we all may conclude tlie day; we 
may "then lie down Avithout fear:" whatever 
be the events of the night to others, it will be 
** well with us." Should even the shadow of 
death surround us, we shall have no cause for 
alarm: for thou wilt be with us; our "light" 
in darkness, our ** life" in death. 

We now commend ourselves to thee, O Lord, 
blessing Thee for the privilege of being per- 
mitted to pray to Thee. We humbly intreat 
Thee to bless all whom we ought to remember 
in our prayers. We commend to Thee our dear 
relations at a distance from us. We commend 
also this neighbourhood to thy care. 

To thee. Father of mercies, we particularly 
commend the children of affliction. O %V^\s^\i^ 
the beds of those who are " cV\as\.et\e^v^\\)a^?oxC 
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— of those who are ** wetting their couches with 
their tears," and of those whose hearts are ** me- 
ditating terror." O look down in mercy upon 
departing souls: and take away the '' bitterness 
of death," by saying to the trembling heart, *' I 
am thy salvation." 

Lord, accept and bless us, in and through thy 
dear Son, Jesus Christ, who taught us thus to 
pray, — Our Father, &c. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

FOR THE MINISTERS OF GOD's HOLY WORD. 

Holy and gracious Lord , though we are " un- 
worthy of the least of all thy mercies," still we 
find Thee rich in goodness towards us. ** Thy 
mercies are new every morning." We are re- 
stored to the light of another day, who might 
now have been numbered among the dead. 

Nor are we the only partakers of thy good- 
ness: ** the earth is full of thy mercy, O Lord;" 
instead of visiting it with " the rod of judgment," 
thou causest ** thy rain to descend, and thy sun 
to arise, on the evil and the good, on the just 
and the unjust." 

But if thy patience and mercy are so manifest 
in these temporal blessings, O how much clearer 
do they appear in the means of salvation, which 
thou hast afforded us. ** Like sheep we went 
astray ; and never, never should we have return- 
ed to Thee, hadst thou left us to ourselves. 

But thou didst in mercy look upon our low 

estate ; thine eye saw, and pitied us ; thou didst 

send to us a Saviour ; yea, " God so loved 
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the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever beheveth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." ** The living, 
the hving, he shall praise thee." Let none 
of thy mercies be forgotten, but may we be 
especially thankful for the blessings of re- 
demption. 

We thank thee, O Lord, that the tidings of 
salvation have been sent to us ; and we have cause 
to praise Thee for all the " means of grace." 
O that these means may be continued unto us, 
and be daily better improved by us. 

We pray thee likewise, O Lord, to give more 
success to thy word, that the church which 
was purchased by the precious blood of Jesus, 
may ** break forth on the right hand, and on the 
left." 

And as thou art pleased to make use of human 
instruments in carrying on thy merciful designs 
to man, we pray that thy blessing may rest on 
them. To all the ministers of thy word let a 
portion of thy Spirit be granted, sufiicient for the 
di£Bculties they may meet with, and the duties to 
which they may be called. 

O thou who " boldest the seven stars in thy 
right hand," keep thy ministering servants from 
the corruptions that are in the world ; that they 
may be ** burning and shining lights" to the end 
of their course. 

We pray thee, O Lord, to look in particular 
on such as are called to eminent stations in thy 
church. Direct them in the choice of persons 
to serve in the ministry. Give them all the dis- 
cernment, and all the zeal, which is necessary to 
BO important a trust : thai none \x\aL^ c^\.^'(\.?>:^ 

d2 
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office in thy house who are destitute of the 
gifts and graces which thy service requires. 

O preserve thy church from the intrusion of 
ignorant and ungodly men. Give us, O Lord, 
" pastors and teachers after thine own heart, 
who shall feed thy people with knowledge and 
understanding." 

" Give the word, O Lord, that great may be 
the company of the preachers." Look with thy 
wonted compassion upon this sinful world: and 
while so many instruments of corruption and 
ruin are permitted to do mischief in it, send 
forth those who long and labour for the salva- 
tion of men. 

And be graciously pleased, merciful Lord, to 
bless every part of the earth with such pastors. 
And prosper thou the labours of thy servants : 
that our adorable Redeemer may *' see of the 
travail of his soul, and be satisfied;" and that 
the hands of thy ministers may be strengthened 
in the blessed work to which they are appointed. 

We pray thee, O Lord, to be with those, who, 
from love to the souls of men, are now encoun- 
tering all the hardships of foreign missions: 
comfort their hearts, and crown their endea- 
vours with that success, which, to a soul de- 
voted to Thee in this work, is one of the highest 
rewards. 

And may we, by ** receiving and walking in 
the truth," be the ** joy and crown" of faithful 
ministers. May the blessed effects of thy word 
be evident in our tempers, in our pursuits, and 
in our conduct towards all men. Thus may we 
" shew forth the praises of Him who hath called 
us out of darkness into his m^iTveWow^ \\^\vt." 
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To the guidance and protection of thy provi- 
dence, O Lord, we now commend ourselves, and 
all for whom we ought to pray, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Our Father, &c. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

A GENERAL PRAYER. 

Merciful God, our creator, preserver, and re- 
deemer : thou art the fountain from which all 
our comforts flow; without Thee we are nothing 
but poverty and misery. 

We have reason to take shame to ourselves 
for * having often followed the devices and de- 
sires of our own hearts,' when they have been in 
opposition to thy will, O Lord, we would not 
attempt to palliate this folly and wickedness, 
but would, with unfeigned humility and contri- 
tion, cast ourselves entirely upon thy mercy, 
knowing that we are inexcusable. 

Happy is it for us that thou art a God of 
mercy ; fot we are so * far gone from righteous- 
ness,' as to have no hope but in the ** riches of 
thy grace." 

Everlasting thanks be to Thee for that blessed 
gospel which reveals a Mediator to us. We 
thank thee, O God, for the joyful tidings of a 
Redeemer, who " came into the world to save 
sinners." How "worthy of all acceptation is 
this faithful saying!" May we treasure it up in 
our hearts, and glorify Him " who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica- 
tion and redemption," 
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Father of mercies, what shall we render unto 
thee for making a way of escape for us lost and 
helpless sinners ! O may we turn to it with that 
*' broken and contrite heart," which we ought 
ever to feel. Though there is mercy with thee, 
let us still fear thee ; and though thou blottest 
out our sins, yet let us remember them with 
sorrow of heart. 

O gracious God, let not one of this family be 
a stranger to himself, or to Thee. May thy 
Holy Spirit convince every one of his own sin, 
that there may not be, in all this house, one 
who is not sensible of his need of that blessed 
Physician, who came down from heaven to cure 
the diseases of the soul, and to rescue us from 
death etemah 

Suffer us not, O Divine Teacher, to remain 
either ignorant or negligent of anything that 
relates to our everlasting welfare ; but especially 
of that great salvation, which thou hast published 
in thy word, and art still proclaiming by the 
voice of thy ministers. May we know the " day 
of our visitation," that we may not perish with 
the blessed tidings of salvation soundii^ in our 
ears. 

Good Lord, deliver us from all hypocrisy, as 
well as from a hardened conscience. May we 
attend to thy voice with the utmost simplicity of 
mind, surrendering our whole selves to Him, who 
saith, '* My son, give me thy heart." 

Enable us to live as thy faithful servants. 
Make us watchful over our own hearts : cir- 
cumspect in all our conduct; and u|Mright in 
all our intentioBs. Guard us in all tempta- 
tions. Give us grace to imfurove our time, 
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and every other ** talent," which thou hast com- 
mitted to us. 

We bless thy holy name for all the mercies of 
ihe day past, and we humbly request thy conti- 
nued care and protection, to defend us from all 
the evils to which we may be exposed this night. 

To thee we commend likewise every one for 
whom we ought to pray ; especially, thy servant 
Victoria, our queen ana all the royal family. 
We pray thee O Lord, to bless our country; 
and though our sins are very great, yet ** turn 
not away thy mercy from us." 

W« pray Thee to have mercy on all men. 
Sanctify the afflictions of the afflicted. En- 
lighten the minds of those who are in spiritual 
darkness. And may they, *' who are taken 
captive by Satan, be recovered out of his snares." 

We commend all the ministers of thy word to 
Thee, and especially thy servant our pastor. 
Bless, O Lord, the labours of all those ** who 
watch for souls," and add to the number of those 
who are faithful in this holy office. 

We intreatThee to bless all the inhabitants of 
the parish in which we dwell. Bless them, O 
Lord, in their civil callings, and in their families; 
but above all, bless them in their souls; that 
they may live in ** fear of thy holy name," and 
in love and peace one with another. These 
mercies we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
only advocate with the Father, who taught us 
thus to pray. 

Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

FOR GRACE TO LIVE UKDER A DUE SENSE OF THE 

MERCIES OF GOD. 

Almighty God, who gavest us refreshing sleep 
whilst we lav on our beds, and hast enabled us 
to rise from them in health, we draw near to 
Thee with the sacrifice of praise and prayer. 
Like every thing else that is ours, it is unworthy 
of thy regard; but '* deal with thy servants ac- 
cording to thy mercy;" and for the sake of that 
atoning sacrifice which Jesus our great high 
priest offered up, let the " lifting up of our 
hands" be acceptable in thy sight. 

How many are there whose cry during the 
whole night hath been, "would God it were 
morning ! " but to whom the returning light brings 
no relief, and who now are saying, *' would God 
it were evening ! " Who are we, O Lord, that thou 
shouldst put a difference between us and them 1 
It ** is not for our righteousness," that we have 
been made to rest in peace, whilst distress of 
various kinds has kept many awake. 

And now, O merciful Lord, while we consider 
how painfully the past night hath been spent by 
many, shall we not bless Thee, the giver of life, 
of ease, of sleep, and of every thing else which 
makes life comfortable! Yes, Lord, " our voice 
shalt thou hear in the morning." We will begin 
the day with praise to Him, who hath given to 
us a night of mercy: ** O praise the Lord, for 
his mercy endureth for ever." 

And may we not only ** speak," but " live" to 
thy praise. How many are our obligations to 
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live to thy glory; how are they continually in- 
creasing, by the hourly addition of new benefits ! 
•* What shall we render unto the Lord for all 
his mercies?" 

But, O heavenly Father, great as our temporal 
blessings are, they are far exceeded by what thou 
hast done for our souls. Thou hast '' opened a 
fountain for our sin and uncleanness." Thou hast 
raised up a deliverer, who is ** mighty to save." 
We are guilty sinners, but thou hast appointed 
for us a •' city of refuge." Through the '* riches 
of thy grace," we have a *' Priest," to make 
atonement for our sins; a ** Physician," to heal 
our diseases; a " Shepherd," to protect and feed 
us; and a " Guide," to direct our feet into the 
way of peace. 

O that the " multitude of thy mercies" to us 
may have a due influence on our hearts, our 
tempers, and our lives. Let the recollection of 
thy grace, most blessed God, abide with us 
through the day, and have a holy effect upon 
our minds; that while our hands are employed 
about the affairs of the present life, our hearts 
may not be improperly affected by them. 

Enable us this, and every day, to ** tread in 

the footsteps of thy flock;" like Enoch, may we 

* walk with God;" like David, may we ** set 

he Lord always before us:" like Moses, may 

e ** endure, as seeing him who is invisible." 

hus let the day of life be spent; that when its 

ening shall come, we may end our day like 

meon, and say, ** Lord, now let thy servant 

part in peace." 

For this we earnestly beg thy grace; re^olclw^ 
t thou hast not only given ua c\e^x ^.x^^^^Xa-* 
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and bright examples, but likewise hast promised 
to give thy Holy Spirit to them who ask thee 
for this blessing. Bestow, O Lord, this great 
blessing upon us; that we may obey the pre- 
cepts, and imitate the examples, which thou hast 
set before us. 

Leave us not to ourselves; for it is not the 
mere knowledge of our duty that will ensure the 
practice of it; through the depravity of OMr 
hearts, we are capable of disregarding every 
** precept" thou hast enforced, every " example" 
thou hast set before us, and every ** mercy" that 
we have received. 

O be present with us, therefore, every moment 
of the day. ** Hold up our goings in thy paths, 
that our footsteps slip not." And enable us to 
be ** faithful unto death, that we may obtain the 
crown of life," through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who hath instructed us to pray to Thee in these 
words — Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

A GENERAL THANKSGIVING. 

Blessed Lord, who load est us daily with thy 
benefits, we conclude this week with an humble 
attempt to set forth thy praise. We would take 
a thankful review of thy providence, and adore 
the name of that God, of whose goodness, pa- 
tience, and mercy, we are still living witnesses. 

But where, O Lord, shall we begin, in recount- 
ing: tliv mercies? Bv thee were we formed: 
** Thou wast our hope when we hanged yet on 
our mother's breast;"by thee have we been holden 
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up ever since we were born. Through how many- 
dangers we have been safely preserved is best 
known to Thee only, who knowest all things : 
we believe, however, that it is through our 
" having obtained help of the Lord," that " we 
continue to this day.'* 

O Lord, when we consider to what evils we 
are exposed, and how little we have sought thy 
care, what reason have we to be filled with won- 
der and thankfulness, that we are yet '' among 
the living! "It is of the Lord's mercies that we 
are not consumed." 

O God of all grace, we need not go far back 
for proofs of thy patience ; a review of this week 
only, will shew that thou art " long sufferings 
towards us." Have we spent a single hour as 
we ought ? With ** shame and confusion of 
face," we acknowledge, that even in our best 
moments we are ** not pure in thy sight." 

Yet from such unworthy creatures thou wilt 
condescend to accept praise. Blessed be thy 
name, O Lord, for all the comforts we have se- 
verally enjoyed. To Thee we are indebted for 
our health, our strength, our peace, and our 
safety. If " death" hath not come into this 
house, if " evil tidings" have not been brought 
hither, if " disease" hath been kept away, or 
removed from us, it is wholly owing to thy gra- 
cious care. O may each member of this family 
recollect his personal mercies, temporal and 
spiritual. And may every one who hath par- 
taken of the blessings of the family join heartily 
with thy servant, who is now offering up the 
thanksgivings of this house. 

We look forward, O Lord, y?"\\Jci ^^^axix^ \J^ 

£ 
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the return of thy day, which is at hand ; O may 
we live to see it! May we rise in health in the 
morning, to attend the service of thy house; 
thither may we go with willing feet, and there, 
looking round on the *^ multitude of thy mercies," 
may we lift up the voice of unfeigned thank* 
fulness. 

There may we bless Thee with our whole heart 
for every temporal favour shown to our family, 
our kindred, and our country. There also may 
we adore Thee for the richer blessings of re- 
demption ; for the ** love of God ;" for the ** grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ;" for the *' communion 
of the Holy Ghost;" and for all the present and 
everlasting benefits, which flow to us " through 
the kindness and love of God our Saviour." 

Blessed, for ever blessed be the Lord, that we 
have heard of that ** name, at which every knee 
must. bow." O let the name of Jesus be ever 
dear to us! Thanks be to Thee, O God of 
mercy, for sending thy word to Britain, and 
for casting our lot in this land of light, in which 
the truths of ** the glorious gospel" are pub- 
lished. 

O that we, and all the inhabitants of these 
Jcingdoms, may know and improve the ** day of 
our visitation." May we set a due value on thy 
mercies, and attend " with all diligence" to the 
*' things which belong to our peace." 

We intreat thee, O Lord, to prepare us for 
the sabbath-day. May thy ministers be assisted 
in their ofi^ce. We particularly pray for thy ser- 
vant who ministereth to us in holy things. May 
he, and all thy messengers, speak the truth 
**with all boldness/* with *' plamuess" of ^^eech^ 
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and with " tenderness" of heart. And may great 
effects follow the faithful administration of thy 
word and ordinances, in all those who attend 
them, O Lord, *' Let thy word run, and be glori- 
fied/' in the conversion of sinners, and the edi- 
fication of thy church, through Jesus Christ, our 
oniy mediator and advocate. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



SECOND WEEK. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL. 

O THOU ** who hearest prayer," graciously re- 
ceive the humble petitions of thine unworthy 
servants. We would give glory to thy name 
for having caused the nations, who once sat in 
darkness, to see the light of the glorious gospel. 
We have great reason, O Lord, to praise Thee for 
this grace, for our forefathers were gentiles in the 
flesh, and not only *' aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, but ** strangers to the covenant of pro- 
mise ;" " having no hope, and without God in 
the world." But " through the tender mercy of 
our God; whereby the day-spring from on high 
hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in 
darkness, to guide our feet into the way of peace." 
O that we may be duly sensible of thy mercy, 
in having that way pointed out to us. U \3knss>x 
hadst not revealed it to us, s\iou\A. Niie e^^x \»a:*^ 
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discovered it ? O Lord, " the world, by wisdom, 
knew thee not.*' Adored be thy name, thou 
hast not left us to exclaim in wretched uncer- 
tainty, ^* wherewith shall we appear before the 
Lord V* But in thy great mercy thou hast 
** shewed us what is good for man," and how 
thou canst be "just, and yet the justifier of 
him, who believeth in Jesus." 

And now, O Lord, since the way to the Fa- 
ther is revealed, grant that we, and all who 
shall hear thy word this day, may see the excel- 
lency of that way, and walk in it. Deliver us 
from all that false wisdom, which leads some 
to account the preaching of the cross, foolish- 
ness. '* Casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against the know- 
ledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ;" and do thou 
keep us faithful unto tlie end. 

Blessed be thy name for such pastors and 
teachers as hold forth ''the truth as it is in 
Jesus." Be with them, O merciful Lord, ac- 
cording to thy gracious promise. Enable them 
faithfully and judiciously to point out that way 
of salvation, in which we may come with holy 
confidence to the throne of grace, and ** obtain 
mercy." And may they preach thy word in the 
** spirit of love ;" making him, who never *' broke 
the bruised reed," their pattern as well as their 
subject. 

And while thy servants are publishing the glo- 
rious truths of the gospel, O heavenly Father, 
accompany the word with the influence of thy 
Holy Spirit, that our ** understandings may be 
opened Jo understand the scripluxes." Ma^ the 
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eyes of our mind be enlightened, that we may 
know what is the hope of thy calling, and what 
are the riches of the glory of thine inheritance 
in the saints. 

And let not a cold and barren knowledge be 
the only effect of that instruction with which we 
are favoured. May our hearts be warmed by it; 
let it awaken in us every devout affection ; that 
we may rejoice in the ** glad tidings of salva- 
tion," although humbled at the sight of our- 
selves. May we see and believe in Jesus. May 
the remembrance of his name refresh our hearts. 
May his will be our law; his love our song; and 
the hope of seeing him in heaven, our principal 
joy on earth. 

Lord grant that it may be thus with all who 
hear thy word this day. May all vain hopes, all 
false views, and all hardness of heart, fall before 
the truth. 

We pray Thee to enable us to " worship Thee 
in spirit and in truth." May our hearts and our 
lips unite in honouring Thee. With the self 
abasement that becometh sinners, may we utter 
our confessions, our prayers, and our thanks- 
givings. In the same spirit may we hear thy 
word, and perform every act of worship in which 
we engage this day. And graciously vouchsafe, 
O Lord, to look down upon our weak and im- 
perfect services, and grant the requests which 
we make both for ourselves and for others. 

And may thy blessing so attend our waiting 
on Thee, that we may return from thy courts 
with an instructed and edified heart. . May we 
Tiring religion home to our houses, iVvaA. \V. \cvv^ 
•be fifUDd there as well as in tVie \iow^^ ^^ Q^^^Sl, 

b2 
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So let it be with thy servants, O Lord, that we, 
on all occasions shewing forth the holy influence 
of thy truth, may at all times feel its heavenly 
consolations, through Jesus Christ our mediator 
and advocate, by whom we were taught thus to 
address thee, — Our Father, &c. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

THAT WE MAY NOT REST SATISFIED WITH A FORM 

OF GODLINESS. 

O THOU " searcher of the heart," with whom the 
mere service of the lips is of no avail, give unto 
us a sincere and serious mind in prayer. Re- 
membering that thou canst not be deceived by 
false appearances, let us '* worship Thee in spirit 
and in truth." 

Blessed be thy name for such a sense of reli- 
"gion as preserves us from neglecting thine ordi- 
nances; but seeing they may be attended by 
those whose hearts are set upon this world, we 
make it our earnest prayer to Thee, that we may 
not rest in the outward acts of religion. 

May we not only read and hear thy word, but 
serio isly consider the things which it declares to 
us. ** As new born babes," may we " desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that we may grow 
thereby," and become ** wise unto salvation." 

Let us not only call ourselves christians, but 

be christians indeed : fleeing to Christ as our 

" refuge, leaning on him as our " support/' 

living upon him daily as the '* bread of life/' 

and following him as our "leadex" Ma^ we 
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y in his cross, and by it may the world be 
;ified to us, and we to the world, 
hus, O Lord of life, quicken us, that our reli- 
i may not be a body without spirit. May we 

only have ** a name to live," but be indeed 
ive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

thy word assures us, that although we may 
erstand all mysteries, and all knowledge, and 
)eak with the tongues of men and of angels," 
^e have not charity, these gifts will profit us 
ling. 

^^e earnestly beseech Thee, therefore, to add 
power of thy grace to the light of thy truth, 
; we may grow in faith and love ; and being 
newed by thy Holy Spirit" from day to day, 
may become more and more ** meet to be par- 
;rs of the inheritance of the saints in light." 
Ve pray thee, most gracious Father, to look 
lercy on the Christian world, and pour down 
pirit of illumination on its churches ; that 
)rance, pride, and false security, may be re- 
'ed far from them. May the simplicity and 
^er of thy gospel, as they were seen in its best 
s, return again. ** Return, we beseech thee, O 
1 of hosts: look down from heaven, and be 
I, and visit this vine." Let showers of blessing 
jend on it, that there may be a revival of thy 
k in all the churches, and that it may be 
wn that thou art yet among us. 
ind may we of this house partake largely of 

favour. Stir up every one of us to the dili- 
t use of all those means, in which thou hast 
ointed us to be found, in order to " grow in 



3e." 



buffer us not, Lord, to lesl s^xX^^^^ Ni>:CcL 
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our present attainments in religion, but as those 
who are far from being perfect, may we " press" 
daily ^* towards the mark" that is before us. 

O God of mercy, pardon the coldness of our 
hearts in thy service this day. We have need 
most earnestW and humbly to intreat thy forgive- 
ness, even on account of our holiest employ- 
ments. And, if even for our prayers and praises 
we have need to ask forgiveness, how much more 
for all our other actions! Enter not therefore 
into judgment with thy servants, O Lord, but 
look upon us and accept us in thy beloved Son, 
of whose mediation we are in continual need. 

Mercifully protect us this night from all evil, 
and grant that we may see the light of another 
day in peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Our Father, &c. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

THAT THE WORLD MAY NOT RENDER G0D*S WORD 

INEFFBCTUAL. 

'* God of the spirits of all flesh," let every day 
begin with Thee. We have had the privilege of 
waiting on Thee in thine house. And we desire 
to be thankful, that we were not suifered to 
waste that time in idleness or pleasure, which 
thou in mercy gavest us for the ** work of our 
salvation." 

But we must likewise implore thy forgiveness; 

for though we have reason to praise Thee for 

keeping us from profaning the sabbath, yet we 

may look back with shame on the manner in 

which we performed its duties. O \vo\« Ivltle was 



SECOND WEEK. 4d 

there of that deep humiliation, with which our 
•confessions ought to be uttered; — of that fer- 
vency, with which our prayers and praises ought 
to be offered : and of that solemn attention, with 
which thy word should be heard! 

Yet, O gracious God, defective as all our ser- 
vices were, we hope and trust, that through the 
merits and intercession of thy dear Son, we were 
accepted in thine ordinances; and we bless thy 
holy name for having given us the opportunity 
-of attending them. 

But although the day of rest is over, and we 
must now be employed in the affairs of the pre- 
sent life, we are yet in thy sight, and ought to 
•endeavour to approve ourselves to Thee, even in 
the common affairs of life. 

We begin, therefore, this part of the week 
with supplication to Thee, O ** God of all grace ;" 
humbly beseeching Thee to make us so mindful 
•of thy continual presence, that all our behaviour 
may serve to shew Thou art still ** in our 
thoughts." 

Defend us, O Lord our God, while we are em- 
ployed about the things of this life, from the hurt- 
ful influence which they may have on our minds. 
Mercifully regard thy frail creatures who have to 
-encounter with the cares, the difficulties, the 
allurements of this present world : let them not 
overwhelm us, nor make us forgetful of those 
blessed truths which we so lately heard. 

O Lord, we feel our weakness: we remember 
how we have been borne away by the crowd of 
temporal affairs, that have pressed on us as soon 
-as the sabbath was over. Before iVv^ ^n^tvxw^ <i^ 
another day has come, the serious ^.xi^ ^-AxiXw^ 
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impressions that had been made upon us by thy 
word have almost been effaced. Sometimes we 
have lost almost the relish of those good things 
which we have tasted : and have been scarcely 
able to recollect the peace, the hope, and the 
joy, which we felt in the closet, and in the con- 
gregation. 

O let it not be thus with us this day. In our 
most busy hours let us not lose a sense of thy 
presence, God. Let the influence of thy holy 
word be forcible and abiding; having heard it, 
we are now called to shew forth the effect it 
should have on our hearts, and lives. O may 
it be manifest that we are endeavouring to 
practise, whilst we are out of thy house, the 
heavenly lessons which we received when we 
were within it. 

And permit us, O Father of mercies, to peti- 
tion for others, as well as for ourselves. We 
would feel for those thoughtless persons on 
whom the advantages of the day of rest are be- 
stowed in vain. Have mercy, O Lord, on those 
who "set at nought all thy counsel," who are 
deaf even to the voice of mercy, even to the 
voice of " Jesus the mediator,*' and to the ** blood 
of sprinkling, which speaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel.** O thou, who canst en- 
lighten the darkest mind, and soften the hardest 
heart, be merciful to all such, and give them to 
see and feel those weighty, those eternal truths, 
which it will be our salvation to regard, but our 
ruin to neglect. 

And O let not those who may have given some 

attention to thy word, satisfy themselves with the 

Jcnowledge of the truth. Let us b^ deeply con- 
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iced of the impossibility of being happy till 
r hearts are truly reconciled to thy will. May 

not only '* know the truth, but may the truth 
ike us free." Break every ** bond of ini- 
ity;" and enable us seriously to consider that 
but one chain hold us in the service of sin, 
i highest attainments in religious knowledge 
11 be of no avail. 

Spirit of truth and love, do thou not only 
lighten our minds, but warm our hearts with 
ly fire. Make our will conformable to thy 
11. Sanctify every affection of our hearts. 
st all our powers conspire to glorify our 
eator. 

"We ask these blessings in the name of that 
viour, who taught us to address Thee in these 
irds, — Our Father, &c. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

THANKSGIVING FOR MERCIES, TEMPORAL AND 

SPIRITUAL. 

Lord God, to whom we are indebted for all 
r enjoyments, graciously vouchsafe to hear us 
lile we acknowledge them. From Thee we 
;eive all that renders the day pleasant, and 
3 night peaceful. Thou didst bestow on us 
5 cheerful light of day for our necessary em- 
>yments, and thou hast now brought on the 
ilness of the night that we may be at rest, 
d that our wearied nature may be refreshed 
th sleep. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the !^tov\%vc«\% 
iich thou hast made for out \>odv^^; >aviX.'««^ 
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have greater mercies than these to acknowledge. 
Thou hast provided us with the means of '* walk- 
ing with God" by day, and of " lying down in 
peace" when our labours are over. O that every 
one of us may be blessed with that knowledge 
of Thee, as a ** God of grace," which thy faith- 
ful servants enjoy, and which makes them hum- 
ble and thankful for the common comforts of 
life. 

As "we sinned and came short of the glory 
of God" we rendered ourselves deserving of thy 
wrath and indignation; nor had we any power 
in ourselves to prevent our punishment. But 
although ** thou art of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity," thou didst not turn away thy face from 
our wretchedness. Thou didst pity our ruined 
race, and seeing that " we were without strength," 
thou ** didst lay help upon one," who was 
" mighty to save." We bless thee for sending 
thy dear Son into the world, by whom thou 
couldst, consistently with thy truth and righte- 
ousness, ** reconcile us unto thyself," and be at 
once ** just, and yet the justifier of" penitent 
and believing sinners. 

We would remember, in the use and enjoy- 
ment of all our bodily comforts, that we are 
" sinful creatures." We would not forget that 
there is not a single blessing which we have not 
'* forfeited" by our disobedience. We would 
humbly and thankfully recollect the channel 
through which we receive all our blessings, and 
that they are restored through the compassionate 
mediation of Him who was ** slain to take away 
the sin of the world." The ** health," we have 
enjoyed this day, the " food" Nvith which our 



SECOND WEEK. 4i 

le has been spread, the "sleep" we hope for 

night, and all that renders life comfortable, 
owe to divine grace. 

ind if for these enjoyments, we are bound to- 
ng of thy mercy," how much more for the 
er blessings of that redemption which we 
lin through the blood of Jesus! O Lord, we 
e no words that will fully express our obliga- 
s to Thee for these mercies. Here ** thou art 
Ited above all blessing and praise.'' But we 

endeavour to ** sing thy praise" with all our 
rers ; and thy grace shall be the subject of 

thanksgiving. 

Lnd now, O Lord, since thou art willing to 
art unto us spiritual and everlasting blessings, 
I us wisdom and grace to seek unto thee for 
n. May we be more desirous of these than 
he comforts of the present life ; yea so may 
learn to estimate " the things that belong t/> 

peace, as to count all things but loss, for the 
ellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our 
d." 

Messed be thy holy name for offering these 
iter mercies to us, " without money, and 
lout price." Praised be thy holy Name for 
laring that ** whosoever will, may come, and 
B of the water of life freely." Encouraged by 

gracious invitation, so suited to our ** low 
ite," we joyfully embrace the promised mercies, 
/^ouchsafe unto us, most gracious God, the 
ion of all our sins. Grant unto us the 
it of true repentance, that we may feel that 
ly sorrow which becometh those who have 
sgressed thy laws. Sanctify wa m ''^ ^^\\\\.^ 

soul, and body." And it' \t ^\e^"9»^ >X\^<b» 
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may we be favoured with a comfortable persua- 
sion of our being in a state of reconciliation with 
thee ; that our days may be brightened by faith 
and hope, that in our temporal enjoyments we 
may taste thy love, and that we may be pre- 
served from all those distressing thoughts, to 
which a consciousness of sin renders us liable. 

Gracious God, may every one of us feel an 
earnest desire to be of thy family. May every 
one of us be enabled to lie down in the ** spirit 
of adoption;'' committing himself to thee as a 
child into the hands of a father. This is a pri- 
vilege, O Lord, with which thou condescendest 
to honour thy servants. Help us to ** put away*' 
every thing that may prevent our enjoyment of 
it, and enable us to ** walk as obedient children." 

Forgive, O Lord, whatever has been inconsis- 
tent with that character in our behaviour this 
day. Pity and pardon us, O most gracious 
Father, and be mercifully pleased still to visit 
us with thy favour, and grant us a peaceful and 
refreshing night. And if we have another day 
given to us, may we endeavour to walk like those 
whom thou hast redeemed and sanctified. 

These great blessings we implore at thy mer- 
ciful hands, in the name of thy dear Son, our 
only Advocate, who condescended to teach us 
thus to pray, — Our Father, &c. 



k 



SECOND WEEK. 51 

TUESDAY MORNING. 

A GENERAL PRAYER. 

O " Father of mercies," to whom the guilty 
must look for ** pardon," the necessitous must 
seek for '^ supplies," and the sufferer must come 
for " support," we direct our eyes to thee this 
morning; praying thee to be ** about our path,*' 
as thou hast been ** about our bed." 

O Lord, give us that " wisdom which is pro- 
fitable to direct" us in our course. Take away 
from us all blindness of mind. Let not ** a de- 
ceived heart turn us aside ;" but may we walk 
by the light of thy word, till thou shalt call us 
to enjoy the clearer Ught of heaven. 

We desire not only to see the truth, but to 
love it also. Lord, give unto us that ** hunger- 
ing and thirsting after righteousness," which thou 
hast promised to satisfy. We would be found 
always sitting at the feet of our Saviour, that we 
may know how we ought **to walk and please 
God." 

And may we so learn of Him, that our " pro- 
fiting may appear unto all men," on every occa- 
sion. If we are in prosperity, may we be sober 
and thankful. If we are in adversity, enable us to 
be patient and submissive. If we are threatened 
with any evil, enable us to look to God as our 
refuge. If we are called to suffer for Christ's 
sake, may we be thankful that we do not " suf- 
fer as evil doers." If reproached, may we be 
meek; if poor and afflicted, may we be con- 
tented and resigned. In all circumstances, voucK- 
safe unto us the aid of tby RoV^ ^^\\:\\., \>k\aX. "^^ 
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may not only '^ endure*' temptation, but also 
show by our behaviour under it ** what great 
things" thy grace ** hath done for us." 

We beseech thee, O Lord, to enable us to 
** glorify thy name" by the exemplary discharge 
of social duties. As a household, may we *' love 
as brethren;" may we be ready to "bear one 
another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." 
May we " walk in love," also, towards all with 
whom we have any intercourse; neither forget- 
ting what is due to those who deserve good at 
our hands ; nor failing to show the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ towards those who may 
ofiend us. 

May we not only avoid giving any offence to 
others, but be desirous likewise of doing good 
to them ; ever ready to confer benefits, whether 
we ourselves receive them or not. Incline our 
hearts to ** devise liberal things," O Lord, for it 
is "by liberal things we stand." 

Hear our humble requests, O Lord, for others 
as well as for ourselves. May the ** Church of 
the living God" flourish in the earth. May sound 
doctrine be heard from her pulpits ; holy living 
be seen among her members ; peace be within 
her walls ; and success attend the labours of all 
those who are employed in her service. 

We pray thee, O Lord, to visit with thy favour 
all places of public education ; and especially, 
the universities of this land. May they be nur- 
series of piety, as well as of science ; that they 
who are educated in them, may become blessings 
to their country, in the stations to which thy pro- 
vidence may appoint them. 

Be gracious, O Father of metc\e^, \.<^ ^\l 'who 
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I want, or any other kind of affliction : may 
sorrows bring their sins to remembrance ; 
they remember their sins with true contri- 
of heart; and "in the multitude of their 
;hts within them, may thy comforts delight 
souls." 

t the " light of thy countenance be lifted 
O God of grace, on all those who are ** sit- 
in darkness." Turn all those, O Lord, who 
^oing forward in the ** broad road which 
ith to destruction." O that they may '* think 
leir ways, and turn their feet unto thy testi- 
es." Be graciously pleased to recover those 
have gone back in the Christian course; 
^ve unto us the wisdom to take warning by 
example. 

Lord "strengthen us; uphold us this day 
the right hand of thy righteousness;" that 
aay not only be " kept from falling," but 
we may go from grace to grace, and from 
ength to strength," in the way of our duty. 
6 humbly beseech thee to give thy blessing 
ii our labours. And while our hands are 
ged in the affairs of this life, preserve thou 
learts from being too much taken up with 
. O endue us with grace to follow our 
ily employments with a heavenly mind, 
lese requests we humbly present in the Name 
ur only Mediator and Advocate, ** Christ 
3 the righteous," in whose comprehensive 
Is we further address thee, saying, 
ar Father, &c. 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 

FOR FORGIVENESS. 

O MOST gracious God, ** be merciful to us sin- 
ners." With such a prayer does it become fallen 
creatures to appear before thee ; and blessed be 
thy Name, it is a prayer which if it come from 
the heart, thou never wilt reject. 

O that every one of us may see how much this 
prayer becomes a fallen creature. Do thou affect 
our minds with such a sense of the guilt of our 
sins, as shall lead us, with true contrition of 
heart, to sue for a full and free forgiveness. We 
can offer no excuse for sin; we can make no 
satisfaction for it; we are debtors who ** have 
nothing to pay;" O Lord do thou ** frankly for- 
give us." 

Blessed be thy name that " there is mercy 
with thee" — that there is mercy ** for us," if we 
seek it in thine own appointed way. Thou teach- 
«st us to seek for it, in and through the media- 
tion of thy dear Son. And God forbid, that 
through pride of heart, we should ** stumble at 
that stone," which thou ** hast laid in Zion, for 
a Foundation." 

We flee to him as our only hope, who was set 
at nought. We apply to him as our intercessor 
before God, who was condemned at the bar of 
Pontius Pilate. Into his hands we commit our 
everlasting interests; and we bless the God of 
all grace, that we have such an ** advocate with 
the Father," as " Jesus Christ the righteous." 

But grant, O Lord, that while we rely on his 
intercession, for the remission of our past sins, 
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.ay ever remember, that he came to " renew 
ito holiness," as well as to take away our 
O let us feel the sanctifying influence of 
^race, which makes the pardoned offender 
ned of his former ways, and fills his heart 
the most earnest desires of '* sinning no 
• 

e bless thee, O God of mercy, for the many 
irations thou hast made in thy word, of thy 
igness to '' pass by the transgressions" of 

who return to thee. On these declarations 
»e rest in peace ; and trust in him who saves 
3ul from death, to be our support under all 
or evils. For although thou pardonest our 
ities, yet it may seem good unto thee not 
empt us from trials. O suffer us not when 
r them, to ** cast away our confidence." 
IS listen to thy rebukes, but enable us still 
ly on thy mercy, and to derive comfort from 
)romises. 
id inasmuch as our troubles often proceed 

our own folly or negligence, " instruct us, 
)d, and teach us in the way in which thou 
dest have us to go," that we may not bring 
Ives into difficulties. May we be always 
ng for thy guidance with simplicity of heart ; 
with alacrity, obey the first intimations of 
/ill. 

t there be no want of teachableness in us 
respect to any part of our duty. May the 
jage of our hearts be always, ** Lord, what 
dest thou have us to do?" Deliver us from 
t, obstinacy, and prejudice. May we be 

to receive instruction from our Christian 
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brethren. May we be patient of reproof, an 
thankful for godly counsel. 

We bless thy holy Name, if thou hast mad 

Q$ truly desirous of thus framing our hopes an 

conduct according to thy holy word. And w 

intreat thee to have mercy on all those, whoi 

ignorance, whom pride, and stubbornness < 

j; heart keep yet far from thee. 

^^ O Lord, if there be any reason to believe thj 

.i we are not in such a state, it is to thy powc 

]' over our hearts that we must ascribe the diflfei 

0i$ ence. Let not what grace hath done for ui 

I make us forget what we are by nature. Hei 

J* we will raise an Ebenezer; and recollecting th 

^i blessings we have received this and every day c 

l our lives, and how unworthy we are of them a 

^ we will write upon it, " Not unto us, O Lore 

not imto us, but to thy name be the praise." 
► Preserve us this night, O Lord, from all evil 

* and may we be raised up from our beds in th 
\ morning, to praise thee for new mercies bestowe 

on us, through the intercession of thy dear So 

* our Lord, who taught us thus to call upon th 
•' name, — Our Father, &c. 
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THAT WE MAY NOT BE LEFT TO OURSELVES. 

Almighty God, we humbly intreat thee, to loo' 
down upon us thy unworthy creatures, whoi 
thou hast repeatedly preserved from evil. 

We thank Thee for guarding and refreshin: 
us during the past night, and for bringing u 
safe to the beginning of this day. But, O Lord 
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tand in need of thy care over us still ; for 
re too weak to be left to ourselves. It was 
land which raised us up from the bed ; and 
we need that hand to lead us all through 
lay, that we may be kept from falling. 
Id thou up our goings in thy paths, that our 
:eps slip not.*' 

herever we are, be thou with us as a '* God 
*ace.'' Let us do nothing that would pro- 

Thee to depart from us. The light that 
then be in us will be darkness, and our 
^h will be gone. O lead us all in that 
row way," in which thy presence is obtained 
enjoyed ; and whenever we are tempted to 
aside from it, either to the right hand or to 
eft, let us hear thy gracious voice saying to 
This is the way, walk ye in it ;" and grant 
we may be obedient to it. 
thou '* Keeper of Israel," who hast apprised 
r the designs and the devices of Satan, suf- 
ot this adversary to seduce us from the path 
uty. Guard every sense and every faculty 
ur nature, that they may not become inlets 
is temptations. Let the fear of our God 
ite powerfully in our hearts, regulating the 
jise of our eyes, our ears, our tongues, our 
and all our mental as well as bodily facul- 

that " our enemy may not get an advan- 
over us" by the forbidden use of them. 
ay thy good Spirit cause us to " walk hum- 
¥ith God" this day. And, forasmuch as 
de goeth before a fall," keep us ** low in 
)wn eyes," that we may stand : for though 
ifusion of face, belongeth to us," we are 
g]y inclined by nature to pt\4e, O \^\. 'vi^ 
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be frequently looking back on the days of igno- 
rance; that we may be reminded of what we are 
in ourselves, and that if -there be ** any good 
thing in our hearts towards the Lord our God/^ 
we may give the glory to him to whom it is due, 
and say, " this hath God wrought." 

We would live hour by hour in this humble 
sense of our being indebted to thee, O Lord, for 
all we have, and all we hope for. May we un- 
dertake every thing under a sense of our weak- 
ness; not confiding in our powers, but in thy 
grace, which is alone " sufficient for us :*' for O 
Lord, ** when we are thus weak in ourselves, we 
are strong in Thee." 

" In thy strength would we go forth" this 
morning; however difficult the duties of this day 
may be, thou canst enable us to discharge them. 
The things that may befal us may require strong 
faith, great patience, great zeal, or self-denial : 
but thou canst impart to us ** grace sufficient" 
for all these things. O look upon our spiritual 
as well as upon our temporal wants, and make 
us to know that thy power and mercy is as great 
as our necessities. 

We humbly beg, O Lord, that we may partake 
of the "joys of thy salvation." Though we see 
nbt Jesus with our bodily eyes, yet may we love 
him ; and, believing in him, may we " rejoice 
with ioy unspeakable, and full of glory." But 
should we be afflicted with melancholy thoughts, 
do thou sanctify the trial, that in the end it may 
produce a good effect upon us. The pleasures 
as well as the power of religion are thy gifts; 
let us look to thee for them, and acknowledge 
tAjr mercy in the enjoyment o£ iVvercv. 
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Finally, O Lord, we pray thee to give us more 
id more of thy grace, that we may live more 
svoted to thy will, that we may better employ 
ir time, and our talents, and that we may nfiore 
fectually shew forth the " praises of him who 
ith called us out of darkness into his marvel- 
us light." 

Hear, O merciful God, and answer, for the 
ke of our blessed Mediator and Advocate. 
Our Father, &c. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

OR A TRUE CONVERSION OF THE HEART TO GOD. 

GLORIOUS God, what are we that we should 
etume to lift up our eyes unto thee ! We have 
gone astray like lost sheep.'* We have broken 
y laws, notwithstanding they are *' holy, just, 
id good." We have forgotten the Lord our 
aker and our Benefactor. Yet '^ there is mercy 
th thee," the sinner has an ** Advocate with the 
ither;" and if he desire to return to God, the 
ij is open. 
How justly mightest thou indeed have given 

up to the lusts of our own hearts. Justly 
ightest thou leave us without any other help or 
mfort, than this vain and empty world could 
ford. But though << sin aboundeth, thy grace 
»oundeth much more." When we apply to 
ee for help, thou dost not send us back to our 
ols, but *' receivest us graciously: thine anger 
turned away, and thou comfortest us." 
And now, O most merciful Lord, " ^Vv^V \x!k».\i- 
ir of love is this J" Shall not 'w^, \)cv^ ^^ox 
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sinful creatures, be filled with wonder and thank- 
fulness for such abundant grace ! Praised be 
that power, which brings back the wandering 
sinner to God: adored be that wisdom, whicb 
devised a method of salvation by which he could 
be received again into the favour of his Creator : 
O God, we praise thee for all thy gifts, but more 
especially for the ** unspeakable gift" of that 
Saviour who ** came to seek and to save that 
which was lost." We pray that all those who 
are still " as sheep going astray," may be re- 
covered to God, and enabled to ** abide in 
Christ" unto the end. And grant, O Lord, that 
every one of this house may be partakers of that 
grace, which brings the vagrant and perishing 
sinner home to God. O suffer none of us to be 
deceived by "the pleasures of sin, which are but 
for a season." Let none rest satisfied with what 
this world will do for them, but let them know 
that ** better is a little with the fear of the Lord^ 
than great treasures" without it. 

And may those of us whom thou hast brought 
into thy fold, so remember the madness and 
misery of sin, as to be afraid of being again en- 
tangled in its "snares." Let us duly consider, 
that though we may be recovered to a deep sense 
of religion, we are yet frail creatures . O let that 

Eower which brought us home to our Father's 
ouse, keep us there. And may we " watch"^ 
as well as ** pray, that we enter not into temp- 
tation." 

Teach us so to remember the errors of our 

former ignorant state, as no more to mistake 

" evjJ for good nor light for darkness." May 

we not have to learn again, l\ial ^OT\i\ddew ^lea- 
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sure has a sting : let it be enough for us, to have 
already felt it. May our souls refuse to taste of 
sinful joys; remembering, that although there 
may be a momentary sweetness in them, they 
leave behind them great bitterness, and enduring, 
pain. 

We pray thee, to increase in us a desire after 
better pleasures than those of the world. Let 
not that ** hungering and thirsting after right- 
eousness," which thy Holy Spirit excites in the- 
soul, ever abate. And may we be so satisfied 
with the blessings which thy word sets before us, 
as to feel no inordinate desire after other things^ 

But thou hast taught us to be concerned for 
the welfare of others as well as ourselves; wa 
therefore humbly pray thee, to look with thy 
wonted compassion on all those who are still ** as, 
sheep going astray;" that they may ** return to> 
the shepherd and bishop of their souls." 

Forgive us, O Lord, for having this day scy 
little felt our obligations to love and serve thee. 
Yet although we are at best but '* unprofitable 
servants," thou art from day to day pouring 
down thy blessings upon us ; and encouraging 
us by thy providential goodness, as well as by 
the declarations of thy word, to commit ourselves 
to thy care : which we do this night, O Lord, 
in the name of that blessed Saviour, through. 
whose mediation we hope, unworthy as we are^ 
to find acceptance with Thee. 

Our Father, &c. 
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GENERAL THANKS6IVINO. 

<jrREAT and holy God, when we approach thee, 
even with the tribute of praise, we would re- 
member that we can add nothing to Thee; but 
we ought to acknowledge thy perfections; and 
we take pleasure in ascribing all power, wisdom, 
holiness, and goodness, to Thee, our gracious 
Creator. 

O thou who condescendest to receive praise 
from unworthy creatures, be pleased to accept 
our thanksgivings. We glorify Thee for all thy 
mercies, but especially for the blessings, which 
thou hast given us in our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ; in whom, thou hast revealed thyself 
" rich in mercy to all who call upon Thee." 

Lord, what is man that thy beloved Son 
should take upon him the nature, the sins, and 
the sorrows of this frail worm ; . we would be 
thankful for all that he did : for the doctrine 
he taught; the example that he set us; and 
\ he sacrifice that he made of himself for our sakes 
on the cross. We bless Thee for his resurrec- 
tion, for his ascension, for his sending down the 
Holy Ghost, and appointing a standing ministry 
in his church. 

And while, O Lord, we thankfully recount 
these things, we pray that we may make such a 
devout and useful application of them to our- 
selves, as shall fulfil the purposes for which they 
are made known to us. May we draw comfort 
from our Saviour's doctrine. May we copy his 
//fe, and live by his death. Ma^ vj^ '* m^ ^ith 
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him" now in holiness; and, in due time^ ascend 
after him into the world of glory; and till that 
|)lessed hour shall come, may we be living a 
•* life of" habitual *• faith in the Son of God,. 
who loved us, and gave himself for us." 

May the name of our God be for ever adored,. 
•for sending the *' gospel of peace" into these- 
iands. Blessed be thy name for its holy pre- 
cepts;" its instructive examples; and its exceed- 
ing << great and precious promises." O that as it 
•hath pleased Thee to afford us this heavenly 
light, we may walk by it from day to day. 

We thank Thee for the comfortable prospects^ 
which the holy scriptures give of a future state. 
Let us rejoice in the hope, which all true chris- 
tians have, of ** being with Christ, and of be- 
holding his glory." May we be increasing daily 
in longing desires after this blissful state, and 
endeavour to become more meet for it every day. 

In calling thy mercies to mind, let us not for- 
get, that we have many temporal blessings to 
acknowledge. Of these comforts we enjoy more 
than we deserve ; of afflictions we suffer less than 
we deserve. Accept then, O most gracious Lord,. 
our thanks for all the health, and strength, and 
peace, with which thou hast visited this house. 
And if to these temporal enjoyments thou hast 
added to any one the blessing of a sanctified 
heart, how much will our gratitude be increased I 
O let every one seek after that prime blessing,^ 
which teaches us how to value every other fa- 
vour. 

[Bless these children, O our God, with thy 
grace. Incline their hearts to *' aeeiVwXSR^e ^^\\^r 
Keep them from beir\s? seduced b^ \}cv^ xJcvycv^^ 
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of this world. May they perceive the littleness 
'Of its grfeat things; the poverty of what appears 
.rich; and the poison that is mixed with many 
of its pleasures.*] "^ 

Bless our servants; may they be thankful, 
that in thy good providence they are placed in 
•a family which calls upon thy name. And may 
they so improve this and every other religious 
advantage, as to shew that they are faithful ser- 
vants of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Keep us all this day, O Lord, endeavouring, 
in our several vocations, to serve Thee with sim- 
plicity and singleness of heart; ** neither sloth- 
ful in business, nor overcharged with the cares 
of this world." May we '• set the Lord always 
before us," and daily rejoice in the prospect of 
-that blessed state, in which those who '' die in 
^.he Lord, shall rest from" all '* their labours," 
through the merit of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Hear us, we beseech thee, O Lord, in the words 
with which thy blessed Son taught us to ap- 
proach the throne of grace. 

Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

FOR STEADFASTNESS IN RELIGION. 

How manifold are thy mercies, most good and 
gracious God ! Accept, we beseech Thee, our 
thanksgivings for all the blessings which we have 
received this day. 

Great and many are ihe blessings of the pre- 

* This sentence to be used only when there are children 
m die family. 
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tent life which thy bountiful hand hath bestow- 
k1 : but these are but a ** part of thy ways" of 
nercy : to these comforts thou hast added that 
nestiiftable blessing, tlie light of the '^ glorious 
jospel." We thank Thee, gracious Lord, for 
:he revelation of thy mercy in Christ Jesus, 
through whom, all our sins and all our unrighte- 
ousness may be forgiven, our hearts sanctified, 
and made to " rejoice in God, all the day long." 

O give us to " receive thy word, with all 
readiness of mind;" and may we know it to be 
the " power of God to our salvation." May we 
QOt only assent to the truth, but be determined 
by it. Never let us be *' ashamed of Christ or 
bis words." Whether condemned or approved 
by men, may we " stand fast in the Lord," and 
'* cleave to him with fall purpose of heart." 

Guard us, O Lord, against the snares of those 
who ** lie in wait to deceive." Let no false 
light lead us astray. Let not our ** minds be cor- 
rupted from the simplicity which is in Christ." 

Most gracious God, what a mercy ought we 
to account it, if the love of this present world, 
vi^hich is so natural to us, hath not plunged us 
Into those ** foolish" and ** hurtful lusts which 
drown men in destruction and perdition." O 
let the hand which hath hitherto preserved us 
still defend us. 

And that we may be delivered from that 
" double-mindedness" which is the sin and misery 
of unstable souls, cause us to " drink deep of 
the river of thy pleasures." Let thy word be 
tweeter to us than honey or the honey-comb." 
May we rejoice in it as ** more to b^ ^^vt^^ 
than gold." Increase in us, O LoTd,\)[v^\.\v\\.\x^^x; 

o2 



B6 THURSDAY EVENING. 

and thirst thou hast promised to satisfy. Let 
^*thy loving-kindness be better to us than life;" 
and may we be so ** abundantly satisfied with the 
.goo^n^ss of thy house/' as to have no wish to 
be any where else, nor any desire for what is to 
be found out of it. 

O how much do we need the continual in- 
fluence of thy Holy Spirit, to keep alive in us 
these spiritual desires. We beseech Thee to 
:give this grace day by day. Grant us * the 
spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.' Keep us devoutly attentive to the ** great 
things of thy law." Keep alive our concern 
"to be found of Christ in peace," when he shall 
come to call us hence. And stir us up to more 
•diligence in that great work of salvation, in 
which we have never yet been so much in earnest 
as we ought. 

O Lord, we need not declare to thee what we 
"have been this day; ** thou knowest our foolish- 
ness, and our faults are not hidden from Thee." 
Thou knowest how much of God, and how much 
of the world, there hath been in our hearts ; 
.that we may but know it, and be affected as we 
ought to be, to perceive that nature is so strong, 
and grace is so weak in us ! 

But though small is the effect of all that thou 
hast taught us, in comparison of what it ought 
•to be, yet thou continuest still to preserve and 
bless us. This night we confess our own un- 
fruitful n ess, and thine abundant and undeserved 
goodness to us. Let us wonder and adore. 

O God of infinite patience and mercy, we 

•commend ourselves, and all we are bound to 

^ ^rajr for, to Thee this night: beseeching Thee to 
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forgave us, and accept us, for the sake of thy 
dear Son, our Lord, who instructed us thus to 
pray, — Our Father, &c. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

PO 11 FAITH AND ITS FRUITS. 

O " God our refuge and our strength," by 
whose providence our natural life is preserved, 
and by whose grace we obtain life eternal; look 
•down upon this family, now assembled to ac- 
knowledge thy gritcious care over us during the 
last night, and to pray for thy blessing upon us 
through the day. 

May we lift up our hearts to Thee in faith and 
hope, as unt& one who will assuredly hear the 
prayers of those who come to Thee in the name 
of thy dear Son. When we ask for blessings, 
do thou *' look upon the face of thine anointed,'' 
and for his sake, hear, and forgive, and answer 
thy servants. 

We bless Thee for the many encouraging words 
which thou hast uttered for the comfort of those 
who have seen the *' exceeding sinfulness of sin.'* 
** O God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace 
in believing" them. 

Enable us to exercise a full confidence in thy 
power and grace. ** Lord, we believe j help our 
unbelief." Let not our unbelief keep us from 
•* coming to Jesus," and obtaining that rest which 
lie promises to the weary and heavy-laden. We 
would approach Thee with a truly " contrite 
heart," but suffer us not to doubt of Christ's 
being able and willing '* to save \.o \Xv<^ >x\\rx 
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most.** Our sins, alas! have " abounded:" but 
thy ** grace hath much more abounded ;" may 
we rejoice in this from day to day. 

But never let us abuse the *' riches of thy 
grace.** Art thou able to destroy, and yet will- 
ing to save? O let thy mercies constrain us to 
** present ourselves a living sacrifice to thee.** 
May we henceforth live, O Lord, as those, who 
are ** not their own,** but thine. 

Look in mercy upon us now going forth to our 
several vocations. May we be so taught to 
know ** what is good for us,'* as to be thankful 
l:hat we have an employment. Let us never re- 
sist that appointment of thine, which obliges 
man to be found in some lawful calling. May 
we enter upon the business we have to do with 
cheerfulness, and pursue it wTth diligence. 
Vouchsafe us, O Lord, the blessings which ge- 
nerally attend diligence; but save us from the 
snares of that prosperity, with which it is some- 
times followed. 

Suffer us not, O Lord, to forget where we are. 
May we remember that we are in a wicked and 
ensnaring world, that we may stand on our guard. 
And do thou, O Lord, **keep us from the evil 
that is in it.*' May ** Christ reign in our hearts, 
by faith,'* that through him we may " overcome 
the world." 

And O that we may ** live as the servants of 
Christ,*' as long as we continue here. May we 
shew by our conduct, that ''we are seeking a 
better country, even a heavenly." Let not the 
men of the world see thy professed disciples 
pursuing the perishing thmgs^ of this Hfe, a» 
:iftagerly as themseWes. 
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Enable us to live daily in the exercise of chris- 
tian tempers ; not only *' rendering unto all what 
is due" to them, but endeavouring, v^hile we 
'' have time, to do good unto all men." 

O that we may learn, "whatsoever state we 
are in therewith to be content" Let those who 
rule in this house, and those who serve in it, ob- 
tain grace to perform their respective duties with 
cheerfulness and fidelity. And may we " live in 
love one towards another." Let thy fear dwell 
in every heart; that every one may keep his place, 
and be happy and useful in it. 

May it please thee, O Lord, to have mercy 
upon all men. " Give the queen thy judgments, 
O Lord." * Endue thy ministers with righte- 
ousness.' Let thy light and thy truth spread ^ 
every where. Preserve the prosperous from for- % 
getting God; keep the afflicted from sinking 
under their burdens, and make their trials *^ work 
for their good." These blessings, we ask in the 
name of Jesus the Mediator, who taught us to 
address thee, in these words. 

Our Father, &c. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

A PRAYER POR MAGISTRATES. 

* We praise thee, O God, and let all the earth 
acknowledge thee to be the Lord.' Let us at- 
tend the " outgoings of the morning and evening" 
with prayer and praise. We bless Thee for re- 
peated and continued mercies ; and we ^t^"^ xJaaX. 
every renewed instance of thy ^oo^ti^'«& xaa:^ 
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lead us to live a more humble, holy, and thank- 
ful life. 

We would call to remembrance our obligations 
to thee, for appointing our lot in a land in which 
there are the comforts of order and regular go- 
vernment ; since thou hast favoured us with the 
•benefits of this thine ordinance, O Lord, may 
we be thankful for them ; and never provoke 
thee, by our sins, to withhold these blessings 
from us. 

.'Give us grace to be always attentive to the 
duties which we owe to those, whom thou hast 
$et over us. Thou hast commanded us to '* ho- 
nour" them, and to ** pray" for them, suffer 
us not to sin against Thee by neglecting these 
duties. 

Let thy blessing descend on all christian Kings, 
Princes and Governors ; and especially on thy 
servant our Queen. We would, with a truly 
christian concern, recollect the dangerous temp- 
tations, and weighty duties of her situation. O 
Lord afford her the assistance of that grace she 
stands in need of, both for the salvation of her 
own soul, and the able discharge of the duties of 
her high station. 

Direct her, O thou Author of ** every good 
and perfect gift," in the choice of all those whom 
she appoints to places of trust, whether civil or 
ecclesiastical ; and make those whom she appoints, 
faithful in their vocations, that through their 
virtuous and able conduct, she may be the happy 
aad honoured instrument of preserving the lives, 
enJstrging the comforts, and S3lV\tv^ \.^^ v^uU of j 
-*e^ people. 
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her government. Bless every branch of the royal 
family, with the comforts of health, domestic! 
happiness, and religion. And may they all have • 
grace to' employ their influence for the glory of 
thy holy name. 

And we pray thee, O Lord, to give unto our 
Sovereign the " comforts" of well-ordered go- 
vernment, as well as the gifts that are necessary 
to her high office. Let not €vil men be su^red 
to defeat her good designs, or to disturb her 

J>eace« May she be blessed with an obedient and 
oyal people. Ever may it be the earnest wish 
of her heart to see order, peace, plenty, and true 
religion, flourishing in her kingdom, and ever 
may she rejoice in seeing thy Divine Providence 
shoiii^r down these blessings on her subjects. 

We must confess that we have rendered our- 
selves unworthy of these national blessings. But 
still remember ns, O Lord, in mercy ; and may 
we as a nation return to Thee, from whom we 
have departed, that we may yet be a favoured 
people. 

We would lament, among other national 
sins, the great neglect, with which the pure 
gospel of Christ hath been treated by many in 
our country. Pour out upon us the influence of 
thine illuminating Spirit, that we may see the 
nature and glory of true Christianity. May the 
** truth as it is in Jesus" be heard from all our 
pulpits. To that name " at which every knee 
shall bow," may honour be paid in courts, in 
senates, in churches, and amou^ ^\V \^\:J«a -^w^ 
orders of men among us. Atvd tcvvj ^}\\Xv^ ^^7 . 
liberations and resolutions oC ^ovexw\xv«vv\.\i^ ^^-" 
reeled to the furtherance of xYi^X. VxiOV«\^^^^ ^^'^ 
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practice in which our Lord and Saviour Christ 
iiath instructed us. 

Let thy blessing attend the labours of all those 
among us, who are devoted to Thee in the chris- 
tian ministry. Increase the number of them who 
are *' not ashamed of the gospel of Christ;" and 
may their lives shew forth the excellency of their 
doctrines. 

With these favours bless our land, O Lord, 
and not ours only, but all the nations of the 
earth. 

May we of this family walk before Thee like 
those, who are taught by thy holy word, and in- 
fluenced by thy Holy Spirit, to ** fear God," to 
** honour the queen,*'to ** love the brotherhood," 
and to " render to all their dues." Vouchsafe 
us protection this night, and forgive the sins of 
the past day, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 



ACKNv^WLEDGlNG OUR UNFRUITFULNESS. 

O THOU most merciful God, under the " shadow 
of whose wings" we have passed the night in 
safety, be pleased to accept the thank-offeringf 
with which we begin this day. 

We acknowledge it as a great mercy, that 

** we are all here before God" this morning. 

May we seriously consider, that the day whick 

thou hast given to us is a day of probation ; 

enable us to enter on it as sucVi. A.\id may ve 

earnestly look up to Thee ^ot ** ^t^e^ \ft ^w^'^^^ 

^Aee acceptably, with Tevetexvce «i^^ ^o^V^^^^i'' 
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Lord, how much does thy goodness as well 
I thine authority, oblige us thus to live ! But 
B are naturally *' unthankful and unholy." If 
were not so, the many fa^urs we have re- 
ived from thy hand would have led us to a 
ore obedient life than we live; Time would be 
itter spent; Talents would be better employ- 
l; the Gospel yfou\d be more honoured, and 
ir heavenly Father more glorified. 

O God, ** to us belongeth confusion efface;" 
it well is it for us, that ** to Thee belong mer- 
es and forgiveness.'* We bless Thee for a 
[ediator; for the " blood that cleanseth from 
Isin;" — and for the encouragement we have 
' look to him, who " ever liveth to make inter- 
fssion" for the guilty : we would draw near to 
bee by this ** new and living way," and humbly 
xg that ** God for Christ's sake, would forgive" 

1 our sins. 

We come to Thee, in the name of a crucified 
iviour, not only for pardon, but also for grace, 
> ** go and sin no more." Lord, hear this re- 
lest; and as thou hast been pleased to bring us 

the beginning of this day, so be with us in 
ery moment of it, that we may be guided by 
y counsel, upheld by thy hand, and comforted 

thy Spirit. 

*' O cast us not away from thy presence, nor* 
ke thy Holy Spirit from us." Be thou our 
lide, or we shall wander from the paths of 
jace. Leave us not to ourselves; for our fre- 
jent falls have taught us to fe^t^ xJaaX \\\\^'ss* 
e have thy support we shaW tvol ^\.V5\^. 
Remember how strong l\\% cott\x^V\ow o^ ^^- 
e is; and impart unto \is ^t^ice ^w^c- x^^^- ^"^ 

II 
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overpower every evil inclination in us, that " e 
may not have dominion bver us.'* Rememl 
how forcible example is ; and preserve us frc 
being *' led away with the error of the wicked 
Remember the craft and vigilance of our spiritt 
adversary ; and suffer him not to '' get an ^ 
vantage over us." 

Fill our souls, Lord, with a holy reverer 
of thine all-seeing eye, that we may be preserv 
from every thing which is offensive in thy sig] 
Give us wisely to shun every place, and eve 
person, and every thing, which may lead to tl 
which is evil. Suffer not our minds to be ( 
ceived ; but above all, let not our hearts 
\^ hardened: "keep back thy servants" from 

sins, but ei^ecially from " presumptuous sins." 

We are now entering on the last day of ai 
ther week : that it may be the best day ! I 
there is indeed great room for improvemei 
Lord, make us more zealous of it. 

We intreat 'Thee to assist all thy minister! 
servants this day, in their endeavours to be p 
pared for the service of the approaching sabbat 

And may we be seeking to be prepared : 
thy word; not only putting the affairs of t 
life in such oirder to-day, as shall prevent th 
interrupting us to-morrow, but also looking 
to Thee for that " preparation of heart," w 
which we ought to attend thine ordinance. 

** Hear, Lord, in heaven ihj dwelling pla 
and answer, and forgive," for thy dear Soi 
sake ; who taught us thus to pray, 

Our Father, &c. 



15 
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FOR THE RENEWING INFLUENCE OF DIVINE GRACE 

Let " the living praise thee," O God; let them 
sing aloud of thy forbearance and long suffering. 
We are yet numbered with them, and are bound 
to acknowledge that ^' it is of thy mercies thai; 
we are not consumed." 

O God, merciful and gracious, may we know 
Thee, not only as ** slow to anger," but likewise 
as ** able to save." Not only bear with us, but 
turn us to thyself; that we may no more abuse 
thy patience. O thou, who hast the hearts of 
all in thine hand, '^ let it be known that thou 
art God ;" and that thou art able to ** take away 
the heart of stone, and to give us an heart of 
fle^." 

We pray Thee to ** make all things new" within 
us; for till our nature is renewed by thy Holy 
Spirit, it is corrupt in every part. Our under- 
standing, our will, and our afifections are all in 
disorder. We are, alas! " wise to do evil,"a|id 
active in pursuit of the goods of this world ; but, 
towards God, we are ** foolish and disobedi^t;" 
yea, we are ** dead in trespasses and sins," 

But life and death are both in thine hands, O 
God. If thou sayest to us * Live', thy word shall 
assuredly make us live. O speak then, the gra- 
cious word, that we may be delivered from that 
deplorable insensibility of the things of God, 
and that shameful inactivity in religion, which 
we have heretofore shewn. Let us look back, 
with a penitent eye, upon that part of our lives 
in which we Jived unconcerned ^o\5X Cjci\% 
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neither dreading his wrath, nor softened by his 
grace. 

Suffer us no longer to ** refuse him who speak- 
eth from heaven." Thou, Lord, " standest at 
the dpor, and knockest," saying, ** If any man 
hear my voice and open the door, I will come 
in and sup with him." Is it to a poor mortal 
thou speakest thus, O Lord ? Is it to a sinful 
worm? O what condescension! Enter within 
our door, Heavenly Guest ! Take up thine 
abode in our hearts. ** We are not worthy that 
thou shouldest come under our roof," but since 
thou art willing to enter, let it be a ** habitation 
for thyself." 

And do thou, most glorious God and Saviour, 
not only dwell, but reign in us. O lift up thy 
mighty hand against every rebellious inclination 
of our hearts, and cast out every disposition, 
which opposeth itself to thy will. 

Let us never provoke Thee to leave us, O thou, 
our best friend, by the allowance of any unholy 
temper, or the neglect of any duty. Let us be 
always listening to thy word, always obedient to 
the motions of thy holy Spirit, always watching 
against sin, and always praying to be kept from 
** falling into temptation." 

Thou hast conducted us to the conclusion of 
another week, for all the mercies of which we 
desire to be thankful. ** So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom." Our last week, our last day, our last 
hour, must come : O that we may stand always 
ready for it. 

Should we live to see another Sabbath, may 
we ent^r on the day with fervent desires to profit 
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t>y it. Prepare our bodies, O Lord, by refresh- 
ing sleep, to attend the services of thy house. 
Prepare our hearts, by thy Holy Spirit, to wor- 
ship thee with reverence, and to obtain great 
edification from the ministry of thy word. May 
we look forward to the Sabbath with earnest 
desire, and may the prospect of a '' day spent 
in thy courts," be always delightful to us. 

Teach us, O Lord, to praise thee continually 
for that mercy, which led thee to set apart a day 
of rest, that we might hear the " glad tidings'^ 
of salvation. O let not one of us be ignorant 
of the value of this blessing. May we " hear 
thy word with joy," and be prepared by the 
worship of thy courts below, to join that hea- 
venly choir which shall praise Thee in the world 
of glory. These mercies we look for through 
Jesus Christ, our only hope. » 

Our Father, &c. 



THIRD WEEK. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 

FOR A BLESSING ON THE ORDINANCES OF PUBLIC 

WORSHIP. 

O Lord God, who hast in mercy given to us, 
thine unworthy creatures, another Sabbath, be 
ffraeiously pleased to enable us to ^^ Vl.^€^ NX 
holy/' We bless thy name fo« all l\ift o^^oxVat- 

h2 
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nities which this day may afford us of obtaining 
wisdom. May we feel the worth of our souls>. 
that we may know how, to value all those means 
of grace, which thou hast appointed. \ 

O gracious Lord, be pleased to bless the as- 
semblies of christian worshippers with thy pre- 
sence; that the service of thy house may be 
conducted with such order, such an impressive 
sanctity, and such an improving influence on our 
minds, as may convince us that *' God is among 
us of a truth." 

O thou *' who didst command the light to 
shine out of darkness," in mercy '* shine into out 
hearts," that we may savingly " know thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
sent." 

Shew forth on us thy new-creating power, 
Lord, in causing us to ** put off the old man" 
with his deeds, and to put on the nevr man, 
which after thine image is created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness. 

And may that blessed Saviour whom thou hast 
appointed to be a ** light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles," bring ** many out of darkness, into his- 
marvellous light." May he, who for our sakes> 
was a man of sorrows, ** see of the travail of his 
soul" this day, and rejoice in the recovery of 
many a lost sinner. 

Most gracious God, we bless Thee for frequent 
opportunities of instruction ; for enlightened and 
faithful ministers; for having 'Hhe things that 
belong to our peace" set before us. To these 
mercies, O Lord, we intreat Thee to add the in- 
fluence of thy quickening Spirit; that thy word 
may be still made to " humbk" the proud, to 
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" melt*' the hardened, to " sanctify" the tinholy^ 
and ** comfort" the distressed. 

"We thank God, that we are not deprived by 
want of health, of the opportunity of attending, 
thy house. We pray that our ** souls," as well 
as our ** bodies," may be prepared for the duties 
of the day. Give us a *' thankful sense of thy 
mercies ;" that we may praise God with the heart; 
as well as the lips. Give us a ** contrite remem- 
brance of our sins," that our confessions may 
not be mere forms. Give us a ** sense of our 
entire dependance on thee;" that our prayers^ 
may not be words of course, but the humble and 
earnest requests of creatures who know and feel 
their necessities. Let us hear thy word with that 
devout attention which becomes those who have 
so much to learn, who are so liable to err, so» 
prone to deceive themselves, and so much in 
danger of being deceived by the world. Let us 
not only receive its instructions, but also taste 
the comforts which it imparteth to the humble 
hearer. 

And we pray likewise, O Lord, that thou. 
wouldest preserve us from failing in those private 
duties, with which public worship should be fol- 
lowed. Let us remember that there is something 
which must be done in retirement. There, by 
serious meditation, by carefully reviewing our 
past lives, and by earnest prayer, may we seek to 
have our hearts established in thy truth. 

Enable us to improve all the opportunities this 
day may afford for offices of benevolence. Suf- 
fer us not to waste those hours in frivolous con- 
yersation, which may be so much mox^ "^xq^V^Vj- 
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employed in exercises of devotion, or works o 
charity. 

O Lord let not the " Sabbath be a weariness 
to us. Deliver us from that wretched aversio] 
to holy and spiritual employments, aad mak 
this day ** a delight" to us. May we so en jo; 
' all its duties, as to long for that eternal Sab 

i bath, for which thy Church on earth is waiting 

I O may we become more and more prepare< 
t for that blessed state. Whatever knowledge hi 
. wanting, whatever faith, whatever strength, im 

part it to us, O Lord. We are poor, but thoi 
J art rich. We are in ourselves empty of all good 

II but we come to Thee, who art the fountain o 
= all good, that we may be supplied. And fo 

^this we pray, in the name of our only Lord am 
Saviour, who taught us to call on Thee in them 
•words, — Our Father, &c 
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THAT PUBLIC INSTRUCTION MAY BE MADE EFFEO 
TUAL TO OUR SALVATION. 

Suffer us not to come before thee, O Lord 
with a light and trifling mind. Though we an 
permitted to lift up our voices to Thee, let ui 
remember, that ** thou art in heaven, and we an 
on earth:" Thou art ** glorious in holiness,' 
but we are " transgressors from the womb," 

O let the prayers and praises of^ a family oi 

weak and sinful creatures, be heard this night 

Great and many are the blessings we hava t^ 

ceived this day: let out so\}\% \>^ ^\Ud witi; 
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humility, in recollecting how unworthy we have 
rendered ourselves of them. 

Although we live '* without God," thou dost 
not leave us to such a life, without showing us 
its wretchedness, and its danger. Though we 
" turn our back" to thee, thou callest after us. 
We seek our happiness where it is not, but thou 
in mercy shewest us where it is. 

And shall this mercy be shewn to us in vain ? 
" Turn thou us, and we shall be turned ; for 
thou art the Lord our God." Give effect to 
thy word, which we have heard this day; that we 
may not only ** know the truth," but that *' the 
truth may make us free." 

Grant, O merciful Lord, that we may expe- 
rience all the blessings which it holds forth to 
us, and be delivered from all the evils against 
which it testifies. Take away the ** carnal mind, 
which is enmity against God:" the " evil heart 
of unbelief," which leads us "to depart from 
Thee;" the " deceived heart, which turns us^ 
aside;" and the " stony heart," which neither 
dreads thy wrath, nor desires thy grace. 

O Lord, give unto us that ** new heart," which- 
thou hast promised in thy word to bestow on the 
children of men; that being ** created anew in 
Christ Jesus, unto good works," we may no longer 
live estranged from thee. 

We have great reason to be ashamed, O Lord,. 
when we reflect on the little effect which the re- 
velation of thy mercy hath produced upon us. 
How little are our hearts impressed with the won*- 
ders of redemption; with the love of God in 
" giving his Son for us:" with the compassiow ot 
that Saviour, who came down iiom V^'^n^w \» 
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die for us! What are we, after all tl^at we have 
heard of the labours, the sorrows, and the pains, 
which he endured for our sakes ! 

O may thy holy Spirit *'shed abroad in our 
hearts" more of the love of God than we havQ 
ever yet felt; that we being influenced by thy 
mercies, may '' present ourselves a living sacri- 
fice" to the God of our salvation. To Him, who 
*' forgiveth all our iniquities, and healeth all our 
•diseases, who redeemeth our life from destruction, 
and crowneth us with loving kindness and tender 
mercies ;** to Him be devoted all that we have, 
and all that we are ; and let every one in thi9 
house say from his heart, Amen. O give us 
grace, to continue faithful to this surrender of ^ 
ourselves to thee. We would "join ourselves 
to the Lord in a perpetual covenant, never to be 
forgotten.'* 

Permit us, O gracious Father, to commend the 
Jiecessities and dangers of all our fellow-creatures 
to thy mercy. Let the light of thy Gospel shine 
upon those, who are now ** sitting" in **. dark- 
ness." Look in mercy on those, who thougi^ 
not situated in heathen lands, are living without 
" Christ, without hope, and without God in the 
world." Let all christian churches be water^4 
with the dew of heaven. Hear the prayers ofiereci 
up this day for all christian magistrates; espe^ 
cially those offered up for the Queen, whom thou 
hast set over us. 

Hear the prayers likewise, O Lord, which we 

have put up for the afflicted. O look thou upon 

those who are destitute of health ; on those ^ho 

«tand in need of one to comfort them ; and on 

tAose. who have not bread to eat* Ho\yever varloitf 
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wants be, thou art able to supply them all^ 
lout diminishing thine own fulness. May we 
:ify thy mercy, as well as thy power, by be- 
ing that thou art willing, as well as able, to 
i us the things that we need', 
''ouchsafe rest and safety this night, O Lord, 
is, to our dear relations, and to all this neigh- 
rhood, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
bis name, O " thou that hearest prayer," we 
w nigh to thee, and conclude our requests in 
words which he taught us : 
)ur Father, &c. 



MONDAY MORNING. 



♦, 



THAT THE INFLUENCE OF GOD S WORD MAY 

CONTINUE. 

LY and gracious God, we draw near again to 
footstool of thy thrdne, for our wants are 

ays returning upon us : Blessed be thy Name I 

u art ever willing to supply them. 

Ve thank thee for the instructions of thy holy 

d . Let us reckon them among the greatest 

ssings of our present state, and be daily pray- 
to thee, that ** our understanding may be 

ined*' to receive them. 

Jut, O Lord^ we want strength as well as 

if. Though we see great things, yet we /ol- 
after little things. We discern substances, 
we are not weaned from shadows. We 

'er carnal and worldly objects to divert our 

mtion from those which are spiritual and 

venly. 

^e therefore appear before l\ie^ VoXi^^,^"^ 
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thou wouldest be pleased to make that heavenly 
-seed, which was sown yesterday, productive of 
much fruit. Let not the flesh overcome the 
upirit ; nor the world drive out of our hearts the 
desires which were excited by thy word. Let us, 
" before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evi- 
dently set forth crucified,** have him still present 
to our thoughts. Let us habitually remember his 
cross and passion ; rejoice in his resurrection and 
-ascension; trust in his mediation, and tread in 
his steps. Cause us to grow up into Christ in 
all things, and to be daily more deeply rooted 
and grounded in him. Since we have heard of 
things which are eternal, let us not fix our eyes 
upon those only which are temporal. Nor let 
us " labour for the meat which perisheth,*' as if 
there were nothing else worthy of our desires ; 
but may we labour for " that which endureth 
unto everlasting life." 

Be with us all-sufficient God, while employed 
in the duties of our respective callings. We look 
to thee for " our daily bread ;" we need also a 
•daily portion of grace. Vouchsafe us this bless- 
ing, we beseech thee, that we may neither be 
overcharged by the cares of this life, nor ensnared 
l)y its pleasures, nor sink under its burdens, nor 
neglect its duties. Amidst all these things may 
WG " make straight paths for our feet," that our 
footsteps slip not, and in thy strength may we 
walk on steadily therein. 

Be our Deliverer from every thing that may be 
a hinderance to our salvation. Give us grace to 
sacrifice even the ** right eye" that may ensnare 
us. Enable us to " lay aside every weight," that 
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lay " run the race that is set before U3 ;" 
indure to the end. 

us, O Lord, let '* thy word abide in us," and 
tain its influence over our hearts. And thus 
not only us, but all who heard thy word 
rday. Let thai grace by which they were 
red with the ministry of the Gospel, be fur- 
glorified in bestowing on them a heart to 
. seriously on its great truths, and to pray 
!Stly for its inestimable blessings. And teach 
I to set a proper value on thy word, and not 
hold it in high estimation, but honour it 
ise in our daily practice. May we through 
lithfully follow its directions. Let us make 
r companion in solitude, and enjoy it as 
Dlace in affliction, through Jesus Christ our 
; to whom with the Father, and the Holy 
t, be all honour and glory. Amen, 
r Father &c. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

MPLAINING OF THE IMPROPER INFLUENCE 
WHICH THE WORLD HAS UPON US. 

' good and gracious God, thy patience and 
f towards sinners encourages us to ap- 
h thee. Unworthy as we are of the least of 
ercies, thy grace emboldens us to come and 
)r the continuance of that goodness we have 
en experienced. 

i cannot look back, O Lord, upon any of 
ays, without seeing great cause of huixvvUa.- 
Eve/2 the best of them yj\\\ ^^x'^^ \o ^«« > 

I 
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that to " us belongeth shame and confusion of 
face.'* Though we may have been kept from 
** openly*' transgressing thy laws, yet we see that 
we have '' nothing to boast of;" for when we 
enquire, how our hearts have have been affected 
towards God through the day, O how forgetful 
of thee do we find them to have been ! 

How long, O Lord, shall it continue thus with 
us, how long shall our minds be so much engaged 
by earthly things, and so little by spiritual things! 
O thou who art in heaven, look down upon us 
who are on earth, and draw our thoughts and 
affections towards thyself. Let our hearts be 
more under the influence of religion. Here we 
see many '' walking in a vain shadow," and 
*' disquieting themselves in vain;'* O Lord, let 
it not be so with us. 

Our life is but "a sojourning here;" enable 
us '' to pass the time of it in fear" and faith, 
with circumspection and with hope. Suffer us 
not to " spend our money for that which is not 
bread, nor our labour for that which satisfieth 
not." Let us not ** follow after vain things," nor 
look for "our rest" in a changing world ; but 
may we " long to see thy goodness, O Lord, in 
the land of the living." Let heaven be accounted 
our home, and thither may our desires be always 
tending. 

We humbly beseech Thee, in the Name of that 
Saviour who died for our sins, to forgive the 
earthliness of our minds; for we consider it not 
only as one of the sad fruits of our depravity, bat 
as an awful sign, that we have not duly improved 
by the light which thou hast afforded us. But it 
IS not only forgiveness, but l\\e cwxe of this evil, 
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ch we are now asking for, O Lord ; grant us 
mercy also, for thy dear Son's sake. 
Ve pray also, that all who '* name the name 
ZJhrist, may depart from iniquity" and ** walk 
children of the light and the day." Pour out 
grace of thy Holy Spirit on all true Chris- 
is ; that '* our heavenly Father" may ** be 
rified" by their labours, patience, zeal, and 
3. O grant that a cold and lifeless profession 
eligion may not content men. And if it ap- 
r in thy house, let it not pass unnoticed, nor 
eproved, by those whom thou hast appointed 
>e ** watchmen in" thine " Israel." 
ind now, O Lord, do thou who hast been gra- 
is to us this day, continue thy mercies to us 
»agh the night. Let '' no plague come nigh 
dwelling," nor near the dwelling of any who 
dear to us. We commend unto thee all those 
whom we ought to pray; beseeching thee, 
icularly, to remember the children of aflflic- 
. May it please thee to enable them, O Lord, 
ft up their eyes to thee, *' from whom" alone 
>meth our help;" and from whom cometh not 
r present assistance, but " everlasting conso- 
>n, and good hope through grace." 
' gracious Father, pity the children of this 
Id, who know not how to use prosperity, nor 
her to go for sound comfort when they are 
Sliction. Send forth thy word, and cause it 
alighten the ** dark comers of the earth ;" 
men may know how to live, and how to 
how to enjoy with safety, and suffer with 
piation. O let those whom thou hast blessed 
this wisdom, be abundantly thankful fo^ il^ 
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and walk in the exercise of it to the end of their 
days, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Our Father, &c. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

DEPRECATING THE DEPARTURE OF GOD FROM US. 

O ADORABLE and ever blessed God, without 
whose help man is not only a feeble, but a miser- 
able creature ; look down upon us this morning 
with thy wonted compassion. We are weak, but 
thou art Almighty ; we deserve to suffer the evils 
to which we are exposed, but thy mercy is as 
great as thy power. 

Happy is it for us, that though ** we have de- 
stroyed ourselves, there is help in thee :'* Lord, 
enable us to seek for that help. Let not ** pride" 
make us blind to our wants and weaknesses; nor 
" despair" prevent our seeing what thy mercy 
hath provided for us. 

O Lord, our misdeeds testify against us; but 
thy word declares that " there is forgiveness with 
Thee." Having, heard that thou art merciful 
and gracious, we cast ourselves on thy mercy: 
" Lord, save, or we perish." Say to every con- 
trite heart, " I am thy salvation ;" and thy words 
shall be as life to the dead. For, O God of all 
grace, we have no resource but thy mercy. To 
whom could we go, if thou, who alone " hast the 
words of eternal life," shouldest forbid us to ap- 
proach thy throne ? 

Thou mightest, indeed, say to us, ** Depart 
from me ;" for we have in our hearts spoken thus 
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to thee. But do not deal with us according to 
our sins, for if thou dost, there is no hope for us. 
** Cast us not away from thy presence ; and take 
not thy Holy Spirit from us." Suffer us to draw 
near to thee, for we come to thee in the name of 
thy dear Son, who died for our sins. Here, O 
Father of mercies, the sinner's Advocate in our 
behalf, that we may be accepted and blessed in 
thy beloved Son. 

O Lord, it is not merely to be saved from pun- 
ishment, that we appear before thee; we beg not 
only that "thine anger maybe turned away from 
us;" but that we may be delivered from all dis- 
affection of heart to thy will, and thy ways. 

Remember that ancient promise of thine, and 
fulfil it to us, "I will take away the heart of 
stone, and give you an heart of flesh. O be it 
unto us according to" this " thy word." Take 
away from us all that is stupid, all that is dark, 
anil all that is hardened; and give unto us that 
wise and holy fear, which thou hast implanted in 
the hearts of thy children. And may this gra- 
cious principle be daily acquiring strength; that 
we may live in holiness, humility, and peace, 
under all our infirmities, and amidst all the 
temptations with which we are surrounded. 

O Lord, look upon all this house. Unite our 
hearts to thee, and to one another. Make us to 
love thee above all, and may we love one an- 
other, for Christ's sake. 

O be our defender this day. " All things are 
Tiaked and open to thee." Thou seest the snares 
that are set for our feet ; thou knowest where, and 
when, and how, Satan will seek to '* ^^\. ^w ^'^^^ 
vantao^e over us;** thou seest the lfeia^\."a>i\ox^.^ 

I 2 
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that we do not see, and thou knowest all our 
weakness; *' O send us help from thy holy place» 
Leave us not, neither forsake us, O God of our 
salvation," but be thou, all through the day, our 
** strength and our shield." 

And grant, O Lord, not only that we may be 
" kept from falling," but that we may go for- 
ward in ** the path of thy commandments." 
Give new vigour to our best desires. " Renew 
our strength," that we may " press forward," that 
we may proceed "from strength to strength;" 
and become daily more meet to sit down in thy 
kingdom. 

Thus do thou bles« " all who call upon thy 
name." Let not the ** children of light be less 
wise in their generation, than the children of this 
world." Let the disciples of our Lord exercise 
such an earnestness in the things of religion, as 
becomes the grandeur and glory of that great 
prize, which thou hast set before them. Lojrd, 
give this wisdom to all those who have it not> 
and increase it in all those who have received it; 
that however it may be with us as to the ** out- 
ward man," our better part may, amidst all 
changes, still " prosper and be in health," 
through the continued grace of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ; who taught us, when we 
pray, to use these words : 

Our Father, &c. 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 

A GENERAL PLAYER. 

O God our Creator and Preserver, whose good- 
ness is as great as thy power ; graciously accept 
the worship of a family, which thou hast this day 
preserved from many evils, and blessed with many 
comforts. 

May we be always ready to perform this ** rea- 
sonable service." Suffer us not to forget, O 
Lord, that while we are supported by the same 
hand which provides food for all the inferior 
creatures, thou bast honoured us above them ; it 
is our privilege, to see the Creator in the admi- 
nistration of his ** providence over all things," 
and in the bestowment of our daily comforts. O 
let us take delight in employing our faculties to 
the honour of thy name. 

We would acknowledge, most good and gra- 
cious God, our dependance on thee. We would 
thankfully declare our daily obligations to love 
and to serve thee. And we intreat thee to ac- 
cept our praises, imperfect as they are, for the 
blessings of which we have this day been par- 
takers. 

But, O great God, our necessities lead us to 
present ourselves before thee this evening ; tor 
we know of no effectual security but in the care 
of divine Providence. ** Except thou keep the 
city, the watchman waketh in vain." 

To thee, therefore, most merciful God, we 
come for protection this night. To Thee must 
we look for our preservation ; for after we Kvi^ 
done all that we can for our secunl^ , \N\^\^ nv\V 
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remain many evils to which we shall be exposed, 
and from which thou alone canst preserve us. 

O blessed Lord, how helpless a creature is 
man without thee; and how foolish a creature 
is he, when he does not endeavour to live m 
peace with thee; enable us therefore to make it 
our first concern to obtain thy favour : may we 
seek it as the greatest of blessings ; and may we 
seek it in " that way" in which it is to be found. 
That we may not be treated like thine enemies, 
O Lord, let us not live like them ; and that we 
may be blessed with thy servants, enable us, 
like them, to ** set God before us continually." 

And that we may not fall into these, or any 
other hurtful errors, incline us diligently to seek 
after that instruction of which we stand in need. 
As creatures who are passing out of time into 
eternity, may we set a just value on religious 
knowledge, and seriously consider, that the pre- 
sent life is the season of obtaining it. O con- 
tinue this season to us yet a little longer; and 
let us not depart hence, till we have discovered 
" the good and the right way," which leads to 
peace and to heaven. 

O thou from whom all good must come, 
teach us, so that we may know the " things 
that belong to our peace." And enable us to 
act up to the degree of religious knowledge we 
may attain unto; let us not ** follow that which 
is evil," after thou hast shewn to us ** that which 
is good:" but may we walk in that path which 
thou pointest out to us^ and continue in it unto 
the end. So shall our lives be holy and happy; 
for thou our merciful God wilt be witli us, to 
^ direct us, to succour us, atidlo\Ae«% u«, both 
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here and hereafter, through Jesus Christ our 
only mediator; who taught us thus to pray, 
Our Father, &c. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

FOR TRUE RELIGION AS A GOVERNING PRINCIPLE. 

O MERCIFUL God, the gracious author of our 
being,, and the source of all that renders it com- 
fortable, we assemble tliis morning to acknow- 
ledge thy care over us during the last night, and 
to request thy blessing upon us for the day. 

O Lord, what is there that we possess, which 
we have not derived from thy bounty; our health, 
our reason, our friends, our social and domestic 
comforts, our capacities, are all thy gifts. If we 
have any advantages above others, it is from 
Thee that we received them. 

Teach us, O Lord, devoutly to consider ** what 
we owe" to thee, for these gifts. We are ready 
enough to look for returns of duty and gratitude 
from those whom we have obliged : but O how 
tpt are we to fall into a stupid unmindfulness of 
our divine Benefactor. How often do we fail of 
rendering what is due to him for the blessings 
we receive. 

O how inexcusable is this forgetfulness ! Shall 
we be surrounded with thy works, and be un- 
mindful of Thee; shall we be continually re- 
ceiving benefits, and yet blind to the very hand 
which bestows them: O Lord, be such insensi- 
bility far from us; may we see thine excellency, 
be thankful for thy goodness, and devoutly " re- 
gard" all the " operations o^ 1\\n \\^tv^" 
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And may a sense of thy greatness and good- 
ness kindle in us an earnest desire to know 
Thee more, and to be better informed how we 
may do honour to thy holy name. 

O Thou who art the fountain of all wisdom, 
and who canst and wilt impart it to those who 
sincerely seek for it, we beseech Thee to be our 
instructQf, for there is no teaching like thine. 
And do thou not only teach us what we ought 
to know, concerning thyself, but shew us what 
we are, and what we ought to be; that we may 
see our true character, and learn to approach 
Thee with the ** penitence" and the " humility," 
which become offending creatures. May we be 
thoroughly convinced of the necessity there is 
for making thy mercy our only dependence; 
and may we look for it, " through that appointed 
Mediator," to whom thy holy scriptures direct 
the eyes of sinful men, as their advocate with 
God. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to walk "according 
to the rule of thy word," in all things. May we 
of this house be enabled this day to shew that 
thy holy scriptures are not read here in vain. 
"We humbly pray, that we may honour thy holy 
word by a practical regard to it; — by reverenc- 
ing thine authority, by relying on thy grace, 
and by living in the spirit of kindness towards 
one another. 

May we all, in our respective places, act as 
in thy sight; so shall thy blessing rest upon this 
family: here " mercy and truth will" then " meet 
together," and *' righteousness and peace em- 
brace each other." 
We humbly intreat Thee to keep us this day 
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from all evil. Keep likewise, O Lord, all those 
who are near and dear to us. Visit in thy great 
mercy all those who are troubled in mind, body, 
or estate; and grant that their '' hearts may be 
opened" to receive the reproofs and instructions 
of thy word, that while they are stooping under 
the burden of affliction, they may feel the com- 
forts of religion. Remember all others for whom 
we ought to pray, and grant these our requests, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose 
name and words we further address Thee : 
Our Father, &c. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

FOR* PEACE WITH GOD. 

Almighty and merciful God, thou art the source 
of all true happiness: and if *' our sins did not 
withhold good things from us," should be con- 
tinually deriving pleasure, peace, and joy, from 
thy fulness. But we ** forsake Thee, the foun- 
tain of living waters:" we transgress thy com- 
mandments; and then, doubts and fears take 
possession of our souls, and peace flies from our 
nearts. 

Yet, O most gracious God, thy mercy fur- 

lishes sinful man with the means of reconcilia- 

on with Thee : may we seek for this inestimable 

lessing in that way, in which thou hast or- 

lined that it shall be found ! 

We adore Thee for thy compassion in sending 

f dear Son into the world, to deliver us from 

t state of guilt and condemnation into wblck 

have fallen. We were boI ^\A^ \.o \^^^ ^^ 
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breach which sin had made between Thee and 
us; but ** Thou hast laid help upon One,*' who 
was able to " make reconciliation for our ini- 
quities," and thereby to restore a friendly com- 
munication between God and man. 

To this blessed Reconciler, help us to come, 
deeply repenting of all our offences; that we 
may obtain *' remission of our sins, through his 
blood." Enable us to come to him, resting 
upon thy word of promise, which declares, that 
*' whosoever believeth in him shall not perish." 
On thy word of promise, and on that alone, 
may we found all our hopes of obtaining ac- 
ceptance with Thee. And may we honour thy 
merciful declarations by a full confidence in 
them; believing that thou ar^ not only able to 
save, but willing also to receive us into thy fa- 
vour; infinitely as it is above our deserts to be 
so treated by our offended Creator. 

And grant, O Lord, that it may be more and 
more evident, that our reliance on thy word is 
no vain presumption, but that true and living 
faith, which is wrought in the heart by thy holy 
Spirit. May we make it manifest that our faith 
is of this kind, by increasing in love to God, in 
hatred of all sin, and by the faithful performance 
of every duty, which we owe to one another. 

Suffer us not, O Lord, to grow remiss in these 
things ; for if we do, we cannot expect to enjoy 
thy consolations. And if we go back in the 
path of holiness, let our peace be interrupted, 
that the ** rod with which our offences are vi- 
sited," may bring us back to Thee. 

If any of us are now ** saying peace to our- 
s elves" when there is no gxovmd for peace, 
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in end to the delusion. Let there not be 
f and gladness, when the Lord God of Hosts 
to weeping and mourning;*' rather let us 
orrowing all our days with a tender con- 
ice, than be buoyed up with the unwarranted 
of carekss and presumptuous souls, 
may the uprightness of our hearts be mani- 
by our being more concerned for thy honour, 
for our own enjoyments. May we have the 
f of thy name more at heart the longer we 
so will our peace, blessed God! '* increase 
a river:'* and while we are diligently atten- 
to the duties of thy children, thou wilt pre- 
J to us the enjoyment of their blessed pri- 
es. 

^erlasting thanks be rendered to thee, O 
, for thy holy word, which showeth us the 
2 of our miseries, and the source of real hap- 
is. We rejoice that it is preached among 
give effect to it, that the eyes of men 
be enlightened, and that their hearts may 
ce in just views of God, and eternal things, 
t not thine awful denunciations against sin 
isregarded, but may they awaken many to 
us consideration of their danger. And when 
ner is alarmed about his soul, we pray Thee, 
his distressed mind may not be quieted by 
delusive views. Let not ** his wound be 
tly healed," but let his cure be sound, 
the peace which we obtain be ** the peace 
rod;'* — the peace which is founded on thy 
, and which none can enjoy but those, who 
'n to Thee with their whole heart." 
id that we may be preserved \io\)cv \twft.\«jL- 
mable fears, and presumptaow^ YkO^^*?^, ^''^ 

K 
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us grace to "meditate in thy law, day and night," 
and to • * pray without ceasing," that every truth 
of thy word may effectually influence our hearts 
and lives; that being well grounded in " the 
truth as it is in Jesus," and ** walking in tjy 
fear" from day to day, we may feel a holy and 
substantial joy increasing in us, as we draw 
nearer and nearer to the end of our course. 
Forgive, O merciful God, all the sins of this 
day, accept our thanks for all our blessings and 
continue thine undeserved goodness to us this 
night, for the sake of Jesus Christ our mediator 
and advocate ; instructed by whom we thus con- 
clude our humble requests ; 
Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

FOR GRACE TO BE FOLLOWERS OF THOSE WHO 
THROUGH FAITH AND PATIENCE HAVE EN- 
TERED INTO ETERNAL REST. 

O THOU ever blessed God, who art ** righteous 
in all thy ways, and holy in all thy works," 
teach us under all circumstances to honour thy 
providence and grace. ** When we are full let 
us not forget the Lord our God." "When our 
" heart is overwhelmed," lead us to thyself, 
" the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort." 

Thou knowest how to make our greatest suffer- 
ings beneficial to us. Thou knowest how to 
make poverty a blessing; thou canst give us 
reason to be thankful for pains and sickness; 
and from death, thou art ^VAe \.o \ak^ ^.way all 
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that is dreadful. How many of thy servants, 
O Lord, hast thou made to *' triumph over this 
last enemy !" Thou hast accompanied thy people 
in the dark valley, and enabled them to pass 
through it, " fearing no evil." O praised be 
the name of our God, who taketh away '* the 
sting of death," and giveth to his dying servants 
" a victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Whenever we hear of these things, (and espe- 
cially when we ourselves are witnesses of them) 
let us not fail to learn the important lessons in 
which they instruct us. Thou teachest us here- 
by, the value of a ** good hope through grace;" 
we learn what a ** refuge thou art in the day of 
trouble," and how blessed a thing it is, to have 
the ** God of Jacob for our help." And shall 
we see this without reflection and prayer ? O 
Lord, whenever we see, or hear of, a dying saint 
" rejoicing in thy salvation," let our souls say, 
'* bless me, even me also, O my Father." 

And whenever thou art pleased to call those 
hence, who are dear to us, give us grace to sur- 
render them up to Thee in a right spirit. Let 
not our grief for the loss of even the ** excellent 
of the earth," exceed its due bounds. Enable 
us to give Thee thanks for not having taken 
them away from us sooner. Instead of employ- 
ing our thoughts on the loss of their company, 
let us employ them on the examples which they 
have left us. Let us remember how they shewed 
us the " way of peace." Let us remember how 
thou didst strengthen th^n to resist the influence 
of general wickedness. Let us not forget the 
** patience" thou gavest them in ** suffering," 
and the ** composure" with wbiela. \\v^?3 \q^\^ 
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blessed in ** death," And by the recollection of 
these things, may we be encouraged and excited 
to pray for that grace which made them what 
they were. 

O gather our souls with those, " whom thou 
hast set apart for thyself." Shed upon us that 
light, with which thou hast blessed them. Re- 
new our souls, as thou hast renewed theirs. 
Give us that ** repentance towards God," that 
** faith in our Lord Jesus Christ," and that ** love 
to God and man," which thou hast wrought in 
their hearts: that we walking as they walked, 
may find God with us, as he has ever been with 
his servants, a ** light,'* a ** glory," and a ** de- 
fence.^' 

Look, O Lord, upon all in this house, and 
suffer not the eyes of any one to be dazzled with 
the false glory of this perishable world. Look, 
especially, on the younger branches of this fa- 
mily, and let not their inexperienced minds be 
led away by the deceitful appearances of pre- 
sent things. Give them grace to " seek Thee 
early, that they may be glad and rejoice all 
their days." O that ** from this time, they may" 
each one ** cry unto Thee, my Father! thou art 
the guide of my youth." 

Teach us, O Lord, by every instance of hu- 
man mortality, to ** cease from man," and to 
fix our dependance on Him, who sayeth to his 
church, " Lo I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world." What though our tender 
parents die; what though the " friend who is as 
our own soul," or the pastor by whose care and 
labours we were edified, be taken from us; 
*' Jesus ever liveth:" and he '* ever liveth to 



THIRD WEEK. 101 

make intercession for us." O that every stroke 
which separates the creature from us, may serve 
to unite us more closely to the Creator: on Him 
may we live. To whom shall the widow, or the 
orphan look, but to Him, who is ** the same 
yesterday, to day, and for ever;" and who is 
able to ** make all things work together for 
good." 

Gracious Lord, let us not ** look" only ** on 
the things which are temporal; but on those" 
also "which are eternal;" and let the things of 
eternity have more influence on us. On all oc- 
casions may we remember, that ** the time is 
short," and that it becomes us to ** weep, as 
though we wept not; and to rejoice, as though 
we rejoiced not." Let not our hearts be impro- 
perly affected, nor our attention be called off 
from the great business of life, by any of the 
events of the present state. May we daily re- 
member that our Lord is coming; and like faith- 
ful, diligent and happy servants, may we ** gird 
up the loins of our mind, be sober, and hope to 
the end, for the grace that is to be brought unto 
us at the revelation of Jesus Christ." Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

A PRAYER FOR GROWTH IN GRACE. 

HtLP US to draw near to Thee, O thou ** searcher 
of the heart, with reverence and godly fear." 
Though we are permitted to approach thy throne, 
let us not forget how utterly unworthy we are q€ 
this favour; and when we address owtscX^^ ^.<^ 

k2 
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Thee, let us not only speak the penitent sinner's 
language, but feel likewise his contrite heart. 

How ought we to '* blush and be ashamed to 
lift up our faces unto Thee," O most holy God ! 
Day after day brings some new proof of thy 
goodness, and lays upon us some new obligation 
to ** love and serve thee;" but we still remain 
poor sinful creatures, producing but few and 
feeble signs of our having any ** zeal for thy 
glory," or any ** love to thy name." » 

O thou good Physician of the soul, look 
upon our disordered nature. Canst not thou 
" strengthen" that which is weak, and ** heal" 
that which is diseased? Art not thou able to 
make us *' live more to God, and less to our- 
selves!" We believe, O Lord, that ** all power 
is in thine hands," yea that thou hast ** power 
over all hearts," and that thou art willing as 
well as able, to ** fill us with all spiritual bless- 
ings." But we fail in seeking to Thee for these 
things. We know we stand in need of them, 
but we have too little of that ** hungering and 
thirsting after" them, which thou hast promised 
to satisfy. 

O stir up our languid desires. Let us not be 
slothful in religion, but ** fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord." Let us not forget how much we 
have to do, and how little there may be left of 
life. Suffer none of us to shorten the time which 
thou hast given to us for the work of salvation, 
by making it late ere we begin ; and when we 
begin, may we, with increasing ardour, ** press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus." 
How apt are we to rest in present attainments, 
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but alas ! what are they ? How much more is 
there to be attained, than we have yet reached ! 
Even in knowledge, we might have made greater 
improvement; and how far short do we come of 
what we ought to be in other things. How much 
is there yet wanting in us ! How much is there 
yet to subdue, to bring down, and to cast out! 
Lord, shew us where we stand, and let us be 
filled with shame at perceiving, how little pro- 
gress we have made in- the ** path of thy com- 
mandments." 

And may it affect us with a " godly sorrow," 
that we so little ** adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour." O'Lord, we pray that the honour of 
religion may be dearer to us than our own ho- 
nour, and that we may long to bear a better 
testimony in its behalf than we have ever yet 
done. Make us more " alive towards God," 
that we may be more active in our duty. Pour 
fresh oil into the lamp, that *' our light may 
shine" clearer ** before men, and our heavenly 
Father be more glorified." 

Guard us, O Almighty defender, from the in- 
fluence of every thing which may bring on any 
" indifference of heart" towards Thee. May we 
be preserved from all principles which would 
lay us asleep. Keep us from all such employ^ 
ments as may beget coldness and deadness to- 
wards God. Let us not be led into customs, or 
into connections, which may deprive us of that 
simplicity and earnestness, with which a chris- 
tian should follow his Lord and Saviour. 

Blessed be thy name for all the enjoyments of 
this day. To thee, gracious Lord, we look fo^ 
preservation this night. PaxAon, iot \Jcvfc %r^^ 



104 FRIDAY MORNING. 

of Jesus Christ, all our sins, and work in our 
liearts a true repentance of every unholy thought* 
word, and action. May all who are near and 
dear to us, lie down on their beds with these de- 
sires. We commend not only our kindred, but 
all the children of men to thee, O God of grace ; 
praying, that ** thy ways may be known upon 
-earth, and thy salvation unto all nations." 

Hear us, we beseech Thee, most merciful 
Lord, in these our humble requests, which we 
-conclude in the words with which thy dear Son 
taught us to draw near to Thee. 

Our Father, &c. 
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THAT WE MAY IMPROVE BY WHAT WE ARE TAUGHT 
IN THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 

"** How unsearchable are thy judgments, O Lord, 
and thy ways past finding out!" Something wfr 
know of thee ; but it is because thou hast revealed 
thyself to man. Thou hast beheld his ignorance, 
and in compassion to his soul,, thou hast in- 
structed him, that he might savingly know that 
God ** witl* whom he hath to do." 

Yet wh(k an comprehend all thy ways? Nor 
are thy ways of mercy the least of these wonders, 
we must gratefully admire ! '* O what is man that 
thou shouldest be mindful of him!" Seeing we 
forsook the " covenant of our God," and ** like 
sheep have gone astray" from thee, why were we 
not left to be ** filled with our own" wretched 
** devices?" 

O Lord, we have no woida ihal will sufficiently. 



THIRD WEEK. 105 

express the greatness of that mercy, which caused 
thee to ** give up thine only begotten Son" for 
our redemption. But though our feeble tongues 
can never set forth ** all thy praise," yet let our 
minds be so affected with ** the riches of thy 
grace," that our hearts may adore thee, though 
our lips cannot utter the half, nor the thousandth 
part of thy goodness. 

O thou who didst give thy dear Son to die for 
our salvation, grant that we may exercise towards 
him all those tempers which we ought to feel . 
Let the name of that Friend, wjio was ** wounded 
for our transgressions, and bruised for our ini- 
quities," be deeply engraven on our minds. 
" Set it," O God, as ** a seal upon our hearts," 
that whatever else we forget, we may ever remem- 
ber " the great love wherewith he loved us." 

And now, O Lord, since thou hast opened ** a 
door of hope" to sinners, through the sufferings 
and death of thy dear Son, enable us by faith to 
enter it. And while we thankfully embrace thy 
mercy, let our souls be deeply impressed with thy 
holy displeasure against sin, which we are taught 
by the sacrificevof Christ. Did he ** suffer for 
sin," and shall we think lightly of it ? God for- 
bid ! O let us not dare to repeat those offences 
for which our Saviour was delivered up to a cruel 
and ignominious death. 

Grant, O Lord, that we may learn every les- 
son, which we are taught by the sufferings of our 
Redeemer. May the " world be crucified to us, 
and we to the world," by the cross of Christ. 
Let us turn aside from every vain object, to ** see 
this great sight ;" and may the coutevtvi^V'aXvixv. <i^ 
8 Saviour offering himself up for omt t^^^xci^Xxatw^ 
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** leave in us no more spirit" for the shadows we 
are apt to pursue. 

Incline our hearts, O Lord, to practise that 
love to our neighbour, which we are taug^ht at the 
foot of the cross. Since the *' good Shepherd 
laid down his life for the sheep," never more 
«iay we ** shut up our bowels of compassion 
against our brother." Let thine Holy Spirit im- 
plant in us '' that mind that was in Christ, who, 
though he was rich, yet for our sakes became 
poor." 

And since thou hast not *' withheld thine only 
Son from us," let us not refuse to surrender any 
thing, which thou mayest call us to resign. 

Let us learn, by the meek example of a suffer- 
ing Master, to suffer with patience, whenever we 
have to taste oF the cup of affliction. Let the 
remembrance of our sins, and our Saviour, silence 
all complaints; and may we be principally con- 
■cerned to show, how he, who patiently bore his 
own cross, hath taught us to carry ours. 

And we pray, that not only we, but that others 
also may look to a crucified Saviour for eternal 
life. Since our Lord hath been ** lifted up," 
may ** all men be drawn to him." Let his gos- 
pel be published in every nation, that there may 
be great joy in every part of the world. " Give 
him," O Father, ** the heathen for his inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his 
possession." 

And may that blood which was " shed for the 
remission of sins," plead for the pardon of those 
crimes with which the christian name has been 
disgraced. Forgive the sins by which the reli- 
l^ion of a holy and benevolent Saviour, hath 
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srepresented to heathen nations. Grant 
may not have to answer for causing 
lyof truth to be evil spoken of!" And 
nd let us not only hold forth the ** form" 
iness, but be always seeking after its 

• 

I us to live, this day, in the comforting 
ctifying hope of seeing that friend who 
wn on earth to save us. O let the glo- 
ur come, when we shall behold the head,, 
iras once pierced with thorns, adorned 
many crowns !" Let us be growing in a 
} for so blessed a state, this, and every 
ough Jesus Christ our Lord, 
^ather, &c. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 



THANKING GOD FOR HOPE. 



. God, **how great is thy goodness !'' 
•nderful is thy condescension, in direct- 
) ** call upon thy name," and permitting 
cast our burdens upon the Lord!" Many 
urdens are such as we have brought upon 
s through our sinfulness, and we deserve 
the whole weight of them : yet such is 
passion that thou ofFerest support to us, 
:ainest us when we are fainting. 
.V ** blessed are they who have Thee for 
Ip!" Grant that every one of this family 
ow what that blessedness is. For ere 
God, we shall all be sensible iVv^l n3cv^^^ 
ig truly desirable but '* t\v^ <QO^ ^"^ ^^"^ 
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chosen." In a little time all the objects of car- 
nal desire will vanish. Wealth, and pleasure, 
and art, and science, will be no more; and they 
who live and die ** without God in the world" 
will fall with them. But ** the godly man thou 
hast set apart for thyself." Thou hast ** formed 
thy people for thyself," and to all eternity " they 
shall shew forth thy praise:" O let us have " our 
portion" with them ! 

But how shall we obtain a part in the inheri- 
tance of thy saints, for '^ we have all sinned and 
come short of the glory of God?" Behold us 
in mercy, and raise us out of that state into 
which we have plunged ourselves. We have been 
** transgressors from the womb," and it is to be 
feared we shall go such to the grave ; but O let 
us not go hence till we haye felt that godly sor- 
row, which a sinner ought to feel; that we turn- 
ing ^* to the Lord with all our heart," may have 
a good ground of hope, and reason to ** glory in 
Thee," though we have so much reason to con- 
demn ourselves. 

We would bless thee, O Lord, for the present 
supports, as well as the future prospects, of a 
** good hope through grace." Thou art *' God 
all-sufficient;" and they who ** love thy name" 
may rejoice therein, in the darkest times, and in 
the greatest difficulties. Let that be our happy 
case. Epable us to give ourselves to Thee ; and 
do thou ** fill us with all joy and peace in be- 
lieving." May we so abound in hope through the 
power of the Holy Ghost, that when all outward 
things appear to be against us, we may en- 
courage ourselves in the Lord our God. And 
// a day of trying visitation s\io\x\d com^^xB.vj -^^ 
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'•* glorify" thee in it. Let it be seen that there is 
i ** light" that reaches us in this dark world — that 
live have a " refuge" to flee to — and a ** support" 
:o lean upon. 

Both in prosperity and adversity, may we show 
^hat it is to *' have passed from death unto 
life." May we commend thy good ways to men, 
not by words only, but ** by pureness, by know- 
ledge, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by 
the armour of righteousness on the right hand 
and on the left." May these things ** be in us 
and abound ;" that many seeing what " thou 
hast done for us," may say, "We will go with 
you, for God is with you." 

We lament that we have made it so little the 
business of this day, yea of any day of our lives, 
to ** glorify the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
quicken us, and all who profess themselves 
disciples of Christ, to greater diligence in our 
holy calling. Let our future diligence be in- 
creased, by the penitent recollection of past neg- 
ligence. 

O leave us not to ourselves, lest we fall again 
into the very things of which we accuse ourselves. 
Be continually present with us, enabling us to 
act as those who have ** obtained mercy" — as 
those who have been called to behold a Saviour 
who wept that we might rejoice, and who died 
that we might live. O may thy Holy Spirit 
'* shed abroad in our hearts" an unfeigned ** love" 
to Christ, that " we may live" more to ** him, 
who lived and died for us." 

With many thanks for the mercies of this day, 
we commend ourselves, our dear relatvow^, ^\A 
all our neig-hbours, to thy prolecUoxv \)aya \v\^\.\ 

L 
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■f)TayiBg»tli€e to 'loxsk down in an especial manner 
iipon liie afflicted * We intreat Thee to hear, to 
answer, and to forgive, for the «ake of that bless- 
ed Advocate, whose mediation encourages us to 
'look upward, and oflFer the prayer which he 
taught iw to use ; 
Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 



A FRATEa FOR CHILDREN. 



**0 Lord 'God, who ** appointest unto us the 
bounds of our habitation,*' and through whose 
naercy " there remaineth a rest for thy people :" 
be gractously pleased to enable us so to iill -np 
the station which thou hast allotted to us, that 
when we are called out of this world, we ma^ 
•^nter into ** everlasting habitations*' of |>eace 
:and }oy. 

It is thine appointment, O Lord, that tbe^way 
to heaven should be through this world, inwkich 
ibere are paths which lead to destruction; and 
the adversary of oior souls, ** as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking w\i(»n he may ■devour.'** 
But how sSsaM ci«atures so weak, so depraved, 
escape the dangers to which we are exposed in 
Buck a world as this? O that thou wouldest 
fxmdescend to be our Guide, and our Protector^ 
and then we shall be preserved from dl evil. 

Look down in mercy, O Lord, 'upon all those, 
who do not feel the great necessity of making 
tliis request unto thee. We particularly com- 
mend our tender o&pring to thy grace, ** O 
t that thef may live befet \ViefeV* Take irway 
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from them that ** foolishness which is bound in 
the heart of a child," and give them that " wis- 
dom which is pro Stable to direct.*' them in this< 
ensnaring and perilous state. 

And to those^ on whom thou hast bestowed 
duldren, be graciously pleased to afibrd both 
** knowledge" and ** grace," for bringing up their 
ofispring in the ** nurture and admonition of the. 
Lord." In educating them, may we seriously 
consider the nature of that world into which they 
are born ; and may it ever be our first concern, 
the care that is always nearest our hearts, to 
guard them from the evils of that state, inta 
which we have beea the means of bringing them.. 
O Lord we would put them into thy hands, that 
they may keep the ** path of the just" while they 
are here; and that they may ** sit down with Thee 
in thy kingdom" hereafter. 

Crown, O Lord, our endeavours with, thy bless- 
ing. Suffer not those, whose welfare we seek,. 
to misunderstand us. Let them not look upon 
us as '' their enemies because we tell them the 
truth." Give to our children a teachable dis- 
position, that they may not lose the benefit of in- 
struction, through obstinacy, rashness, or vanity. 
WWle we are pointing out to them the path of 
peace, do thou open their eyes, O Lord, that 
they may see it, and do thou incline their hearts 
to walk therein. 

And we humbly pray that " a full reward may 
be given to us ;" let none of them be content to 
be one among the many who have the " form of 
godliness without the power," but may we have 
cause to rejoice over them, as those ** wKooAe^iN^ 
to the Lord with full purpose of l[veax\.." 
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Let thy presence, most blessed God, accom- 
pany them all through life. Though new situa- 
tions should produce new and greater tempta- 
tions, yet all will be weill, if "Thou art with 
them." O guide them in all the steps which they 
take in matters relating to this life ; and suffer 
them to enter into no connections which may be 
injurious to them either in temporal or spiritual 
thmgs. In all their ways teach them to acknow- 
ledge thee, and then thou hast promised to direct 
their steps. 

We do not ask great things for them. We 
only pray, that in that way which seemeth good 
unto Thee, they may havd the honour of being 
useful to others. Should any of them prosper 
in temporal things, let them rejoice in their suc- 
cess, principally, on account of its putting more 
power into their hands to do good. 

And whether they be high or low in the world, 
let the interests of thy church be ever dear to 
them ; and may they count it an honour to do 
any thing, by which those interests may be pro- 
moted. O Lord suffer them not to leave the 
place which thou hast allotted to them, but in 
that place and station may they live to thy glory, 
and seek the good of their fellow creatures. And 
if they have it not in their power to do any thing 
more towards these ends, than endeavour to hand 
down the knowledge of thy gospel to posterity, 
by instructing their own children, may they see 
that this is a great and good work, and attend 
to it with diligence and delight. May they talk 
of thy wonderful works to their children when 
they sit in the house, when they walk by the way, 
L when they lie down, and wYietv xYie^ m^ w^; that 
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generations to come may know Thee, and 
praiae be perpetuated to the last age of the 
rid. 

^e do not ask that they may be exempted 
m all trial, for we know not but it may be 
)d for them to taste the cup of afBiction : but 
at we request is, that if they are trkd, their 
ictions may ** bring fortli in them the peace- 
e fruits of righteousness/' 
L> Lord, whatever be their situation in the 
rid, grant that they may walk as ** strangers 
1 pilgrims on earth/* Never may they be 
isbamed of Christ or his words." May love 
God, faith in Christ, and thankful remem- 
.nce of what he did for men, increaae in them 
try day. As they approach the " end of their 
ivse,'' may they feel in their hearts an iacreds- 
' longing to be with their Saviour, that they 
y behold his glory. And when the houc of se- 
"ation comes, do thou be with them ; that they 
y make an honourable and comfortable end.* 
3 ** let there be a generation to serve thee," 
i may all of this house be of that number, and 
Ik this day as those who are of thy family, 
which we ask in the name of thy dear Son 
' Lord ; who taught us thus to pray, 
[)ur Father, &c. 

The following addition t for childrtn vsha ara going from 
home to be educated, may be introduced here, 

Ve commend our dear children, wlio ace going to school 
ay, to thy gracious care, O Lord. We intreat thee to 
erve both their bodies and their minds from evil. And 
' they be fitted, under the instructors who are placed over 
n, tc live a life that shall be usefuV Xo olOEi^t^, ^\A ^st&^- 
tbh to tbemselveB. 

l2 
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THANKSGIVING FOR HEALTH, 

Blessed be the Lord God, who *' forgiveth our 
iniquities, who healeth all our diseases, and 
crowneth us with loving- kindness and tender 
mercies." Hitherto, O thou gracious ** preserver 
of men," thou ** hast helped us." We would 
look back on the past week with thankfulness, 
and end it with ** speaking good of thy name." 

We are not only ** wonderfully made," but 
"wonderfully preserved. The health of our bodies 
calls for great thankfulness ; and to whom shall 
we oflFer it, but to him ** in whom we live, and 
move, and have our being?" And O that we may 
well employ that health with which we are bless- 
ed. Suffer us not to make a sinful use of those 
senses thou preservest to us. Let all our facul- 
ties, both of body and mind, be employed as 
** instruments of righteousness;" that with all our 
powers we may glorify thy name. 

Grant, O Lord, that every one in this family, 
who has passed the week in good health, may make 
this his earnest prayer to thee. And to those 
whose health has been interrupted, and those 
who feel themselves liable to sickness, give thy 
heavenly grace, that what they feel or fear may 
have a good effect on their souls. 

Teach us, when we feel our infirmities, to re- 
ceive instruction from them. May we be reminded • 
by them that " there is an appointed time to man 
upon earth, and that his days are the days of 
an hireUng/' O may they lead us to enquire, 
whether the hireling be a\>owl \)£v^ W^vuess to 
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hich the master hath appointed him, and may 
ley stir us up *^ to do whatsoever our hand find- 
h to do, with all our might/* 
O Lord, " man dieth and wasteth away ; yea 
an giveth up the ghost, and where is he !" Thy 
'^ord O God, hath revealed to us where the 
)dly man will be found : *' Them that sleep in 
!sus. will God bring with him, and they shall 
rer be with the Lord." Does there ** remain 
len a rest for thy people!" O let every thing 
hich makes us feel " how frail we are," cause 
J to turn our eyes to that heavenly Canaan, 
hich thou hast provided for thy children, and 
► that blessed Saviour, who conducts them 
lither. 

WeLbless thee, that we have heard of that bet- 

r world, and of that ** way" to it, which thou 

st in mercy opened for us. We would give 

ee thanks also for ** lengthening out our 

/s;" for thereby we have time Sufficient to 

md to those things *' which relate to our" 

ire " peace." O that we may make this use 

>ur lengthened life, that the longer we live, 

•nore we may be fit to die! Pardon, O good 

, every one in this house, who hath this 

suffered time to be totally lost, or uselessly 

?d. Let our passing hours serve to " quicken 

;)uls," by reminding us, that the ** end of 

ings is at hand." Impressed with this 

\t, may we ** be sober and watch unto 

•ed be thy name, not only for our health, 
all the blessings which thy hand hath 
d. How great is thy merc^l -wVv^i ^"^w 
all that it does for us\ Ix. ^xw^'^^ \>Si ^ 
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habitation to dwell in ; it finds us a bed ta rest 
Ott; it spreads our table; it clothes our bodies; 
it heals our sickness ; it binds up the heart when 
broken; supports the mind when burdened; and 
cheers the spirit when sorrowful. Yea, it par- 
dons our sins; it ^^ blots out our iniquities;'' it 
snatches us as ^' brands from the fire;" and car- 
ries us from earth to heaven. O how many, and 
how great things have we to praise Thee for, 
most gracious Loid ! 

We would look forward with thankfulness to 
the approaching Sabbath. We would reckon it 
among our greatest mercies, that we have means 
of grace afford ed* us, and days of holy rest to 
attend on them. Preserve us, O Lord, this night, 
and bring us to see another of tliese days. May 
we enter on it with joy, and attend the^means 
of grace with a mind earnestly desirous of ob- 
taining all the benefits for which they were in 
mercy ordained. Enable us to *' worship Thee 
in the beauty of holiness," and to *' receive with 
all readiness'* whatsoever thy word shall declare 
unto us. 

O ** what are we, and what are our fatliers' 
houses/' that the blessed God should look upon 
such unworthy creatures as we are ! We '* are 
not worthy of the least of thy mercies," and yet 
thou boldest out thy choicest blessings to us! 
Accept, O Lord, the praise which is due to Thee 
for all we have, and all we hope for, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; from whose instructioo 
we have learned thus to pray unto thee; 

Our Father, &c. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

A PRAYER FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE GOSPEL. 

^OST holy Lord, of whose goodness and mercy 
i^e are continually partaking, accept our humble 
hanksgivings for the preservation thou didst 
iTord us during the last night, and for granting 
IS the light of another sabbath. May we rejoice 
n the return of this holy day; and endeavour to 
►rofit by all the opportunities, which thy mercy 
iFords us, of becoming ** wise unto salvation." 

O Lord we are encouraged to lift up our eyes 
ntoThee, by that " great love" which thou hast 
lanifested, in " giving thine only begotten Son 
JT US." We are supported by that pledge of a 
lessed immortality, which thou hast given to us 
1 raising him from the dead. And therefore, 
lOugh we live in a sinful and miserable world, 
'6 begin this day with holy joy. " Blessed be 
le God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
ho according to his abundant mercy, hath be- 
otten us to a lively hope, by the resurrectior^ of 
esus Christ from the dead." 

Be pleased, O Lord, to grant, that we may 
jel in our souls the working of that mighty 
ower, which was wrought in Christ, when he 
as raised from the dead. May we be * raised 
om a death in sin, unto a life of righteous- 
ess.' 

We pray, O Lord, that " CYit\sXmv^\i^ '^q\v- 
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fied" this day, in the success of his holy word. 
Strengthen those who are to publish, thy gospel, 
that they may give their testimony with great 
power; may great grace be upon them, and upon 
all their hearers. Grant that many may be en- 
lightened by the word of truth, and enabled, by 
thy grace, to withdraw *' their affections from" 
the deceiving " things that are on earth," and 
^* set" them on those blessed '* thing? that are 
above." 

In imitation of the first followers of Christ, we 
assemble for public worship on that day o€ the 
week on which our Saviour rose. May our meet- 
ing together be blessed with that ** power of the 
Holy Ghost," which gave life to the first chris- 
tian assemblies* O let those blessed times re- 
turn, when, the Spirit being poured out from 
on high, the wilderness became a fruitful field. 
Thine arm is not shortened; nor doth this sinful 
world stand in less need of thy grace than for- 
merly. O put forth again that new-creating 
power with which thy gospel hath been hereto- 
fore accompanied, that thy ** word may still be 
glorified," by the conversion of many hearts to 
God. 

Great thanks would we render to thee, O Lord, 
that we are yet favoured with the means of grace* 
Much as thy day hath been disregarded, and 
much as public worship hath been neglected, 
these things have not yet provoked Thee to de- 
prive us of the light of thy gospel. O continue 
this blessing among us still, and cause us to give 
'Wore heed unto it, as nnto a *' light shining in 
a d ark place." Have mercy on them who value 
jJUl^ this great advantage, atvd make thera to 
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mow the -supportB a ad consolations which it 
ialdeth unto lihy servants. O that ^ome^xhose 
»oor wandcrerfi, who (not knowing tiae thimgs 
hat belong to their peaice) devote this day to 
orbidden pleasure, may be brougbt home to 
hy fald^ and made to rejoice in that holy word 
f God, which now they despise. 

Let this, O Lord, be a day of comfort to the 
fflicted. Let the oppressed, the desolate, the 
roubled in mind, flock to thy house, and there 
ind relief. *' O let them not return ashamed : 
et the poor and needy praise thy name." , 

Meet and bless all those, who shall wait on 
i'hee this day ** hungering and thirsting after 
ighteousness." And O that we of this family 
aay thus wait upon Thee. The more we hear 
OBcerning God and heavenly things, 1§ie more 
aay we wish to hear. 

But iet us not be mere hearers. May thy 
k>ly Spirit influence us, and give us not only a 
>irit of wisdom, but a spirit of love; that we 
lay give our hearts unto God, and that it may be 
Lir meat and drink to do his will. 

May every successive opportunity of waiting 
m Thee in thy house, increase in us all those 
roly dispositions, by which thy servants are fitted 
br the worship of heaven. Make us to grow 
* rich in faith, and in good works," but still 
seep us low in our own eyes; and remembering 
*-who made us to differ" from others, may we 
ye always saying, ** Not unto us, O Lord, but 
.0 thy name be the praise." 

Let us from day to day be kept living like the 
)lessed expectants of a better state ; wah.wv^'««\\K 
lumUe and joyful hope for tWl ^o\\a>3L% ^^vi^i 
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when our Redeemer *' shall appear unto" out 
complete '* salvation;*' — when the last storm 
shall blow on the church, when the last dart 
shall be thrown by the wicked one, and the last 
enemy shall be destroyed. Now to God the 
Father, Son, and. Holy Ghost, be glory fof 
ever. Amen. — Our Father, &c. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

THANKSGIVING FOR CHRIST's COMING INTO THE 

WORLD. 

O THOU, who art ** over all, God blessed for 
ever," look upon us ; and assist us in offering 
up the sacrifices of praise and prayer. Help us 
to adore Thee for the mercies of redemption. If 
thine holy ** angels desire to look into these 
things," how ought we, for whom this redemp- 
tion was wrought, to dwell on the subject, and 
to be continually ascribing ** glory to the God" 
of salvation. 

O that we had the tongues of angels to cele- 
brate that great compassion of our God to sin- 
ners, which made him send his blessed ** Son 
into the world, that through him it might be 
saved.*' O Lord, whenever we consider what 
man is, either by looking into the world, or into 
our own hearts, this mercy appears ** too won- 
derful for us." How easy had it been for Thee 
to have punished all those, who rebelled against 
Thee : but ** thy thoughts towards us were 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil :" and there- 
^ fore. Instead of stretching fottU thy mighty hand 
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destroy us, thou hast made " bare an arm of 
Ivation" in our behalf. 

And now, Lord, since it hath been our 
ppy lot to be born in a land in which the 
^ssed tidings of this grace are published, enable 

rightly to conceive of the wonderful loving- 
ndness of Him, who took our nature upon Him, 
and dwelt among us." Enlarge our minds, O 
>rd, that ** we may be" better ** able to com- 
ehend the breadth, and length, and depth, 
d height, of the love of Christ, which passeth 
lowledge." 

Teach every one of us the greatness of our 
►ligations to that blessed Saviour, who came to 
redeem us by his blood." Make every one of 
is family tq know what he is in himself, that 

may learn how to value the great love of 
m, who ** gave his life a ransom" for sinners. 
And grant, O Lord, that none of those who 
ar of his name may like the unbelieving Jews 
ject him. Let it not be said that *' he came" 

us, and " we received him not." May we 
ceive him as a Saviour, by believing on him ; 
as a Guide, by following him ; — as a Friend^ 
' loving him; — and as a Master, by serving 
m. 

Let it not content us, O Lord, to call our- 
Ives by the name of Christ; but may we re- 
smber, that he came into the world, not mere- 

to give us a new name, but to make us ** new 
eatures." Enable us then to ** put off the old 
an, which is corrupt," and to ** put on the new 
an, which, after God," is ** created in righte- 
isness, and true holiness." 
Be graciously pleased to opetv X\v^ e^^^^lN^v^'s.^ 
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'who ;cali themBelves christians, and -yet consider 
not the end for which *' Christ came into the 
world." Grant that they may see what true 
Christianity is; and may they partaike of that 
^race whic^ preserves thy true disciples from 
^' riot and drunkenness; from chambering and 
wantonness;" and enables them to ** live a sober, 
righteous, and godly life, in this present world." 

O Lord, let thy kingdom spiead on the earth. 
Scatter the darkness which prevents men from 
seeing its glory, weaken the powers which oppose 
its progress, and succeed the lawful endeavours 
t>f all those who labour ior its extension. Let the 
** "^mapons of our warfare," be found ^* mighty 
through Grod to the pulling down of strong holds" 
of error, and to the setting up of that kingdom 
which is " righteousness, peace, and joy, in the 
Holy Ghost." 

Look, O Lord our God, upon a world «till 
** lying in wickedness," and send forth thy light 
and thy truth to lead men into the way of 
peace. 

Bless all who are called to preach the ** glo- 
rious gospel of the blessed God." May they 
deliver thy word with clearness, and force; and 
may thy Holy Spirit so accompany their mi- 
nistry, that many may be brought to know thee 
" the only true God," and to live in the faith and 
love of the Redeemer, to the end of their days. 

And may the '* word of thy grace," which we 
hear from time to time, make us more ** fruitful 
in every good work," through Jesus Christ, oar 
only Mediator and Advocate; in whose name 
and words we further call upon Thee, saying;, 

OurjFatber, &c. 
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MONDAY MORNING. 

THAT WE IffAT SET GOD ALWAYS BETORE US. 

" All thy works praise thee," O Lord, let " thy 
saints give thanks to Thee:" let them *' speak of 
the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy 
power." We pray that our eyes may be opened 
to see Thee in all thj works, and that our hearts 
may devoutly regard the many testimonies of 
thy wisdom, power, and goodness, ' with which 
we are surrounded. 

Let the works of creation remind us of ** the 
Lord our maker, who stretched forth the hea- 
vensy and laid the foundations of the earth." 

Let thy ' never-failing providence, which order- 
eth all things in heaven and earth,' teach us to 
praise Thee for what we have received, and to 
trust Thee for what we want. May we so re- 
gard it, that our hearts may be kept stedfast 
amidst threatening appearances, and be enabled 
to rejoice, at all times, that " the Lord reigneth." 

But above all, open our eyes to behold the 
glories of thy grace. Let our hearts be filled 
with wonder, love, and praise, for thine ' inesti- 
mable love in the redemption of the world, by 
Dur Lord Jesus Christ.' May we be enabled, by 
faith, to take to ourselves the comfort of that 
l^reat love which thou hast shewn to sinners, in 
'* giving thy dear Son for the life of the world." 
May we know that " we have redemption through 
bis blood, even the forgiveness of our sins;" and 
baving ** seen thy salvation," may we *' go on 
our way rejoicing." 

Enable us to walk as the " xede^vxv^'i ^^ N\vi 
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Lord." We dwell in a world that lieth in wicked- 
ness, and we carry about us a body of sin and 
death. O look upon our dangers, and our weak- 
ness, and guard us this day from "the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of 
life." 

And do thou, " who keepest the feet, of thy 
saints," preserve us from going in the way of 
temptation. May we " walk circumspectly ; not 
as fools, but as wise." If sinners therefore entice 
us, suffer us not to consent to them ; and never 
may me venture to go where thy presence will 
not go with us. 

And lest temptation should follow us even into 
the path of duty, enable us to put on the "whole 
armour of God," that we may be able to stand 
in the hour of danger. Strengthen us, by the 
aids of thy Holy Spirit, for every conflict, that 
although fiercely assaulted, we may endure ; and 
though wounded, we may still continue to " fight 
the good fight of faith ;" and at length receive 
from thy gracious hands " the crown of life." 

O Lord, enable us to go forward in thy paths, 
and all will be well ; for there are more with thy 
people, than there are against them : " they that 
be with us are more than they that be with 
them." But make us, nevertheless, to watch 
and pray against everything that may tempt us 
to depart from the living God. If the deceitful- 
ness of sin be working in the heart of any one 
of us, let it proceed .no further ; but let the im- 
posture be discovered, and the snare broken; 
that the soul which was in danger may rejoice 
in that great God who worketh deliverance for 
his servants. 
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; us not be so foolish as to trust in our 
learts. I-et the *' Lord be our confidence/' 
Bt us have ** none in the flesh/' We would 
to Thee daily for fresh supplies of grade, 
vhat we have not in ourselves, we may re- 
out of the fulness of our Saviour. O let 
ream which flowetli from that rock, follow 
I through the wilderness; that although 
he '* fightings without, and fears within, " 
)uls may be filled with strength and peace. 
2se inestimable blessings we intreat Thee to 
down, not only on us, but on others like- 
And herein we particularly pray for our 
kindred. Thy word teaches us to seek 
welfare like those who know "what is 
for man." And therefore we pray, that 
may all ** know the truth, and that the 
may make them free." Yea thus, O Lord, 
I we pray for all mankind, O that the 
gdoms of this world may become the king- 
of our Lord, and of his Christ."* 
3 humbly request thee, O Lord, to preserve 
s day from every evil, temporal and spiritual, 
gh Jesus Christ our Lord. 
T Father, &c. 

he added if one of the Family is going a Journey, 
commend to thy care, O Lord, thy servant who is ea- 
upon a journey. Be thou his director and defender, 
aciously pleased to keep him, not only from bodily 
)ut from running into temptation. May he return in 
to this house, and may we all join again in praising 
*or thy mercies towards each of us. 
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MONDAY EVENING. 

THANKSGIVING FOR OUR NATIONAL ADVANTAGES 
AND PRAYER FOR THE CONTINUANCE AND IM- 
PROVEMENT OF THEM. 

Thou, O Lord, art ** over all blessed for ever. 
Thine is the greatness, and the glory, and the 
victory, and the majesty." And although thine 
authority is but little regarded among men, yet 
thou art daily shewing forth thy goodness; for 
it is thou that givest ** rain, and fruitful seasons," 
and dividest to the nations the peculiar blessings 
which they enjoy. 

Glory be to thy name for the favours which 
thou hast showered 4own upon our land. We 
bless Thee for a fruitful soil, a healthy climate, 
a mild government, and for all the temporal 
blessings with which thou hast distinguished 
this favoured kingdom. 

But most of all we bless Thee for causing the 
light of thy *' glorious gospel" to reach us, whose 
forefathers were among the darkest of the heathen 
nations. *' Through the tender mercy of our 
God, the day-spring from on high hath visited 
us, to give light to them who sit in darkness, 
and in the shadow of death, and to guide our 
feet into the way of peace." 

We pray Thee to give us a thankful sense of 
all our mercies; among which we count it one 
of the greatest, that we live under a free govern- 
ment. Blessed be thy name, that we are left at 
perfect liberty to follow the light of thy word, 
whithersoever it leadeth us. 
How seldom, Lord, have iKy servants had 
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the peaceable possession of this privilege ! How 
generally has it been their lot, to prosecute their 
everlasting concerns under the frowns of the 
world y and often at the hazard of their very lives I 
But we '*sit under our own vine and fig-tree, 
none making us afraid/' May we be duly sen- 
sible of the worth of this blessing ; and be daily 
praising thy name that we can enjoy, in such a 
world as this, the unmolested privilege of serving 
God according to the dictates of our consciences. 

*• O Lord, holy and true," we must own with 
shame, that, as a people, we have not made that 
moral improvement of our national privileges 
which we ought; if wicked men therefore should 
be permitted to rise up among us, and disturb 
our peace, we must confess, O Lord, that we 
deserve the chastisement. 

But thy word encourages even those who de- 
serve judgment, to cry for mercy. Hear us then, 
O thou who art ever ready to receive the peti- 
tions of those who pray to Thee in. the name of 
thy dear Son. We in treat Thee, by his obe- 
dience, his agonies on the cross, and all the 
merits of his mediation, to be still *' favourable 
to our land." 

Bless us still with the comforts of order, and 
regular government. May the duties of magis- 
tracy be faithfully discharged : and grant that 
the powers under which thou hast placed us, 
may be " reverenced by the good, and dreaded 
by evil men." 

Suffer not evil-designing men to mislead the 
minds of the simple. Guard us against those 
'' whose word eateth like a canker." AndtK^ 
our minds may not be corrupl&A. Vj ^^xa.^ Vx 
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thy word, O Lord, be our constant study, anfl 
our rule in every thing. Give us grace faith- 
fully to follow the directions of those holy scrip- 
tures, which teach us to ** fear God, and to ho- 
nour the king;" and which caution us ** not to 
meddle with them who are given to change." 
Let us ** study to be quiet, and do our own busi- 
ness;" that we may ** walk as the sons of God, 
harmless and without rebuke, in our generation." 

We pray Thee to give us grace deeply to re- 
pent of all our negligence, in not improving our 
national advantages to the best purposes: and 
enable us to make a better use of them for the 
time to come. Blessed be thy name, that .they 
are yet continued to us ; O, that we may not 
provoke Thee to take them away ! 

Pour out the grace of thy Holy Spirit, O Lord, 
upon all orders of men, that the ** fear of thy 
name" may be found among high and low, rich 
and poor. Grant that this holy principle may 
increase ampng us; that the peace of our land 
may stand on firmer ground ; for thy word 
teaches us to consider true religion, as the great- 
est security of a people. 

Blessed be thy name, that amidst an awful 
degeneracy of manners, tliere are some who not 
only call themselves christians, but who are such 
in '' deed and in truth." Lord, increase their 
number! and may we be found with them, ab- 
staining from the sins of the times in which we 
live, and discharging the duties to which the 
times call us. 

Help us, O God of grace, to walk day by day, 

as disciples of Jesus; '* that all things may work 

togjQtber for our good." To \.\i^ ^oxideatii^ 
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care we now commend ourselves; be our pro- 
tector from every evil to which we are exposed. 
These mercies we ask in the name of that ador- 
able Mediator " by whom we have access" to 
Thee, though in ourselves unworthy to approach 
thy Throne. — Our Father, &c. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

A PRAYER FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

THOUGHTS. 

O MOST gracious Lord, thou hast mercifully heard 
and answered the requests which we made to 
Thee last night. We have been blessed with ' 
protection, with peace, and with rest. We ap- 
pear before Thee again, to commit ourselves 
anew to vthy care, that we may be preserved 
from the dangers to which we are liable this day. 

And we pray to be kept not only from those 
evils which come from without, but from those 
also which our Lord hath told us, *' come from 
within, and defile the man." O thou who 
searchest, and who canst regulate the hearts of 
the children of men, preserve us this day from 
all impure ideas: from all angry purposes; from 
all discontent of mind; and from all vain, as 
well as wicked, thoughts. We have found such 
thoughts presenting themselves to our minds, 
and what is worse, we have given them enter- 
tainment. 

We feel that we need the intercession of that 
blessed Advocate who standeth at thy ri^ht 
hand; and we implore, in his name, \X\fe i;>^\^wi 
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of many transgressions, which no eye but thine 
hath seen. 

And do thou, who ' knowest the things which 
come into our minds/ and observest what re- 
ception we give them, enable us to resist every 
unholy thought that may occur to our minds 
this day. 

O that all within us may serve and glorify 
thee, most blessed God. And to that end be 
graciously pleased to vouchsafe unto us the grace 
of thy Holy Spirit. May that divine influence 
be continually present with us ; ever suggesting 
to our minds that which is good, enkindling in 
us spiritual affections, and nourishing in us an 
increasing taste for that which is holy and hea- 

' venly. 

Sanctify our imagination that it may not be a 
snare, but a help to us, in our passage through 
life. Let not the great enemy of souls be suf- 
fered to carry on his wicked designs by means 
of this faculty; but let thy blessed Spirit so regu- 
late it, that we may be neither deceived, nor de- 
filed, nor distressed through it. 

And give us grace, O Lord, to be daily endea- 
vouring to store our minds with good thoughts. 
Thanks be to thy name for that rich treasury, 

. the Holy Scriptures, from which our minds may 
be furnished with the most sublime, the most 
improving, and the most consolatory meditations. 
O may we prize that blessed book; may our 
memories be stored with its precious declarations; 
and may it be one of our chief delights to think 
upon them. 

Let our minds be occupied with what our God 

aad Saviour hath done for us. Let the remem- 
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brance of Jesus* name become habitual to us. 
Let the recollection of his compassion, his gi-ace, 
his power, his sorrows, and his death, his hea- 
venly words, and benevolent actions, be ever 
present to our minds. Author of every good and 
perfect gift! "open our tinderstandings, that 
we may understand the Scriptures;" and may 
their directions, comforts, and prospects, take 
fuU possession of our souls, that ** vain" and 
wicked ** thoughts may not lodge within us." 

And may we not only use the proper means 
for filling our minds with that which is good, but 
carefully avoid all those things which tend to 
suggest wicked imaginations. Subdue in us, O 
Lord, all vain and hurtful curiosity. Suffer us 
never to venture on any forbidden ground ■; nor 
to allow ourselves in any employments, or re- 
creations, by which *' Satan may get an advan- 
tage over us." Help us, O gracious God, to act 
with this wise and holy caution throughout this 
day. 

We beseech "Hiee, O Lord, to give unto us all 
the deepest sense of the value of thy favour, and 
of the msignificance of every thing that can be 
put in competition with it. Let it not be our 
principal concern to appear fair in the eyes of 
our fellow creatures, but to be approved by Thee. 

Let us, O Lord, be more under the influence 
of that grace which keeps alive the 4evout re- 
membrance of thine all-seeing eye, that "out 
of the abundance of a heart" sanctified by that 
spirit, •* our mouths may speak" to thy praise, 
and that all our powers may be employed to thy 
glory. These blessings we humbly mlT%"^\.T\\^% 
to bestow upon us, through 3esua OVwa^X. ^>vt 
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Lord, who taught us to look up to* Thee in hope, 
and address Thee in these words, 
Our Father, &c. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

FOR GRACE TO IMPROVE BY AFFLICTIONS. 

Most merciful God, who art pleased to be ** nigh 
unto all those who call upon Thee," and art 
ready to ** fulfil the desire of those who fear 
Thee :" enable us to make Thee our trust ; that in 
the time of trouble we may be able to take shel- 
ter " under the shadow of thy wings." O that 
we may be wise enough to remember Thee in the 
day of prosperity, so wilt thou ** know our souls 
in adversity." Thou art the source of all true 
comfort: ** when thou givest quietness, who can 
make trouble ;" but when thou hidest thy face, 
who then can endure the day of trial ! 

Suffer us not foolishly to expect, that we shall 
** pass the time of our sojourning here," without 
feeling the " thorns and thistles" which the earth 
** bringeth forth." And when troubles come upon 
us, O heavenly Father, ** remember that we are 
but dust," or ** as a leaf driven to and fro," and 
" give us help in time of need." 

Enable us patiently to resign ourselves to Thee, 
who "dosj not willingly afflict or grieve the chil- 
dren of men." Let us wait with meek submis- 
sion for the time of deliverance. If the trial be 
continued long, suffer not ** our eyes to fail with 
looking upward." O give us ** strength equal 
to our day," that " patience may have its per- 
fect work/' 
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Let not the desire of relief be the only thing 
which employs our thoughts when we are ia 
affliction ; may we endeavour to *' profit*' by 
our trials. When we are bound in fetters, and 
holden in cords of affliction, then show us our 
work, and our transgression, wherein we have 
exceeded ; and then do thou open our eyes to 
thy discipline, that we may learn wisdom in the 
school of affliction. Let not one of us cover 
his sins, but humbling himselt before our God, 
may his soul answer to every stroke which thy 
hand may inflict. " That which I see not teach 
thou me : if I have done iniquity, I will," by thy 
help, " do it no more." 

Let the rod of affliction be made to help us in 
that great and difficult work of withdrawing the 
heart from the world. When it is found that 
the idol " cannot save us in the time of trouble," 
may we see the vanity of trusting in it, and re- 
member the lesson which we are taught, to the 
end of life. Let us pass the rest of " the time 
of our sojourning here," with an eye stedfastly 
directed to Thee, the proper object of our trust;, 
accounting it a mercy to be made to feel that 
** this world is not our rest;" 'and profiting by 
the disappointment of our earthly hopes, learn 
to seek that ** rest which remaineth for the 
people of God."* 

• In troublesome times the following addition tray be intro' 

duced here* 

And grant, O Lord, that the judgment with which ourlandh 
is now visited, may have its proper effect upon us. We hum- 
bly pray Thee to remove, in thine own time, the punishment 
with which we are now deservedly afflicted. May it be «:y 
sanctified, as to bring us to a due sense o^ omx ^yca, ^\A\^^ 
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O grant that we may daily become *' more 
meet ^r the inheritance of the saints in light. ** 
Let our faith, and our hope, and every christian 
temper, be improved by our passing through the 
furnace of affliction, that our *' trials may work 
for us an exceeding and eternal weight of glory.** 

And may all thy servants be enabled to " glo- 
rify thee in the fire'* of affliction. Let them not 
forget the *' man of sorrows," nor overlook the 
example of a meek and suffering Saviour. 

But may they tread in the steps of that blessed 
** forerunner," who was ** led as a lamb to the 
slaughter," and " committed himself to him who 
judgeth righteously." 

O God our Saviour, be graciously pleased to 
" succour the tempted." Teach them to look 
to Thee for that i* grace which is sufficient for 
them " that though weak in themselves, they may 
be strengthened by thy power, and be enabled 
to hold forth an example of patience, hope, and 
peace, for the instruction of others. O let it 
be seen by the behaviour of suflfering Christians, 
that their God is a " present help in time of 
trouble," and that though they may be smitten 
with the rod of affliction, their condition is truly 
blessed.* 

made the instrument of general reformation. And may all 
those " who fear thy name," be enabled to glorify Thee, by 
relying on thy power and goodness; and to honour religion, 
by " possessing their souls in patience*' during the present 
trial. 

• The following addition for a sick person in the family may 

be introduced here. 

We intreat Tbee, O Lord, to look down in mercy on tbtt 
aiSicted person in this house, to whom thou hast appointed 
**■* cap of trisil. Be graciousVy pVeased \» ^xicl\(y to him tb« 
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We commeod all the childrea of afflictioD to 
Thee this night. And we bless thy holy name 
for all those whom thou hast this day preserved 
from tasting of their cup. Be, O Lord, our de- 
fender this night from all evil, and be graciously 
pleased to restore us to the light of a new day.. 
To thy holy name be ascribed everlasting praises.. 
Amen and Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

THANKING GOD FOR THE GIFT OF A SAVIOUR. 

O MOST blessed God, thou art the source of all 
good; without Thee, '' man is vanity, in his best 

YtdtatioQ of thy providence, by caosing it to work for his good» 
Vouchsafe to him relief in thine own good time ; and till that 
blessing is granted, may thy will be sabmitted to with meek 
resignation. Preserve him from hard thoughts of God while- 
he is under afiSiction, and may he be brought out of it, with a 
deep sense of thy mercy ; may he obtain grace to profit both 
by the trial, and by his deliverance from it. 

But if it seem not good unto Thee to raise him up again, O 
prefAre him by thy grace, for Jus departure hence. We hum- 
bly intreat Thee to give ** him repentanoe unto life," and a 
true faith in Jesus Christ. Sanctify him by thy Holy Spirit, 
that he may become daily more meet for, and desirous of, thy 
heavenly kingdom. 

Fltr a sick child^ let the following addition be introduced here* 

O thou who art pleased to look down with gracious regard 
upon all thy frail creatures, have compassion upon that sick 
child, whose afflicted case we desire to spread before Thee. 
We humbly beseech Thee to release him from his sufferings. 
Enable va to wait vrith patience for thy merciful appearance 
in his liTOur, and submissively to acquiesce in the wa^^^^ 
which it shall please Thee to put an. end Xo Ivu \SdoLOuAXk» 
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-estate." Without Thee, our light is darkness ; 
our wisdom, folly; our wealth, poverty; our 
happiness, but disguised misery. 

O Lord, all that we have cometh from thy 
^bountiful hand. To Thee are we indebted for 
the food we eat, the health we enjoy, the friends 
who love us, the benefactors who help us, and 
the instructors by whom we are edified. Great 
is the number of our mercies . But there is one 
which exceeds all the rest; the inestimable gift 
of a Redeemer, who is '' able to save to the 
uttermost," and '' casteth out none that corae to 
him." 

We pray Thee to fill our hearts with thankful- 
ness for this '* unspeakable gift," in which all 
that we want is to be found. Give, O Lord, unto 
every one of us such a sense of our own poverty, 
as shall make us gladly apply to Christ for 
'^ wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re- 
demption." 

May we apply to him with a contrite, and yet 
a believing heart, that '* out of his fulness we 
may receive grace for grace ;" that we may pass 
from condemnation to peace ; from fear to hope; 
and from the bondage of sin to that holy liberty, 
with which *' Christ maketh his people free." 

May we not only look to him, as our '' advo- 
cate with the Father," but may we ** abide in 
him ;" that we may be always able to speak of 
him as a " refuge from the storm," a " shadow 
from the heat," and as *' rivers of waters in a 
thirsty land." 

O may we be ** living branches in" that " true 
<vine, separate from whom we can do nothing.'' 
And may this vital union be evldexvced by all its 
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luine fruits; that we may pass our days rejoic* 
' in that Saviour, who is the '' rock/' on which 

church is built ; the ^' manna," by which it. 
ed ; the *' light," by which it is cheered; and 

subject of its everlasting songs. 
Bnable us to walk this day as '' the redeemed 
the Lord." The time past of our life, O Lord, 
y indeed *' suffice to have wrought the will 
the Gentiles;" but now let us *' have no fel- 
rship with the unfruitful works of darkness." 
: the ** love of Christ constrain us." Let us 
ve to Him, who died for us." 
^nd may the remembrance of our Redeemer's 
ne refresh us under the labours of this life. 
ty the recollection of the sufferings he endured 

us, reconcile us to the crosses, and guard us 
idst the snares, to which we are exposed. O 
y the sharpest sufferings be less horrible to 
* minds, than the thought of '' crucifying the 
Q of God afresh," by wilfully committing those 
s for which he bled on the cross. 
Save mercy, O Lord, upon the nations which 

yet in darkness. Let the " glory of the Lord 
revealed, and all flesh see it together ;" that 

*' name of Jesus may be known and loved/* 
1 "rejoiced in" wherever there is a human 
ature to hear the "glad tidings" of his grace, 
^nd wherever thou sendest thy word, let it be 
:ompanied with that power which thou hast 
;r the heart of every man, to cause the '* truth 
be received in the love of it." Let not thy 
vants, whom thou hast " put into the minis- 
/' have to complain, that their " report is not 
ieved." O let not the " god of this wodd^, 
ad the ejes of men/' wherv t]iaat W^aaRdiNs^^ 

n2 
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of the gospel shines around them, which shews 
them the " things which belong to their peace.'' 

The Lord bless and preserve us, and ours, and 
all for whom we ought to pray, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our only mediator and advocate, in 
whose words, we further call upon Thee, saying, 

Our Father, &c. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

FOR THE WISDOM AND PIETY WHICH IS REQUISITE 
IN THE GOVERNMENT OF A FAMILY. 

O Thou who didst promise to be the ** Grod of 
the families of Israel," let thy blessing rest upon 
this house ; that it may be the habitation of piety, 
of order, and of peace. 

O gracious God, whatever others do, " as for 
us, we will serve the Lord." Blessed be thy 
name for giving us grace to make this resolution; 
we pray that we may never depart from it. And 
since thou condescendest to speak of '^ dwelling: 
among men;" we pray that thou wouldest be 
pleased to dwell among us. For where thou art, 
O Lord, there abideth peace. 

We can expect no real enjoyment of any thing 
without thy blessing. Do thou enable us to seek 
for that, in the way in which it is to be found. 
Make thy servant, whom thou hast set over this 
house, a wise and godly ruler of his family. 
Here let God be always honoured. Here let the 
voice of prayer and praise be daily heard, and 
the light of holy exanaples be continually seen. 

Give g^ace to thy ^rvant, O Lord, to banish 
from this haiiaa all those \i\]LT\.^\A ^xi^toms^ which 
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the ungodly spirit of the world hath brought into 
families. Enable him with wisdom, and in the 
spirit of kindness, to keep out of his family every 
thing by which the minds of his household may 
be polluted. Teach him to watch over his abode 
like a faithful shepherd of the flock committed to 
him ; that not only no gross enormity be allowed 
within it, but that nothing which may lead to 
idle and frivolous habits be suffered to establish 
itself here. 

O God, let this house be a place for instruc- 
tion ; let it be a nursery of piety, in which those 
who go from us, may learn to fill the stations 
allotted to them, with a conscientious regard to 
the duties incumbent on them. 

And give success, O Lord, to our humble en- 
deavours. Look in mercy upon these children 
and servants, whom we seek to bring up in the 
" nurture and admonition of the Lord;" and 
grant, that they may " keep thy ways," and walk 
therein unto the end. 

And may we, of this family, not only be re- 
gular and orderly in our life and conversation, 
but be influenced by the spirit of christian unity 
and love. May we " bear one another's bur- 
dens ; and so fulfil the law of Christ." May we 
not only be ready to assist each other under 
bodily infirmities, but bear, like Christians, with 
what is wrong in one another. * 

And for this purpose, pour thy grace, O Lord, 
into every heart. Let every one of this house 
feel that efficacious influence of thy Holy Spirit, 
which leads us to that which is right, by first 
humbling us for what is wrong. Let our hearts 
be properly affected by thy pa\\eTiC^ ^tA \cvk^^'^ 
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to US, who '' in*' so '^ many things offend/' that 
we may exercise that mutual forbearance, with- 
out which there can be no sound family peace. 
'' Make us all to be of one mind in this bouse," 
and let that be the mind of an enlightened, hum- 
ble, and heavenly- tempered creature, taught of 
God to *' follow holiness and peace/' 

O God of mercy, pity all those who are ** as 
sheep having no shepherd/' Have compassion 
on the children and servants of families, in which 
thy ** name is" never ** called on". Save them 
from the evils to which uninstructed souls are 
exposed, and into which we see many of them 
fall.* 

And by the vices and miseries, which so fre- 
quently follow the neglect of religious instruc- 
tion In early life, teach us, of this house, to set 
a due value on it. Let not the younger branches 
of the family be impatient to *' burst the bonds, 

* During the Assizes, or at any other season for trying pubUe 
offenders, the following addition may be introduced nert. 

And may our hearts be touched with chnstian ctMnpaatMO, 
at seeing so many brought to infamy, and to an untimely end« 
We humbty commend to thy mercy, O Lord» all those whose 
sins have brought them to public punishment. O that tht 
poor wretched exile may learn instruction in that distant land, 
to which he is banished ! May his sufferings " bring him to 
himself/' that he may bless the God of salvation; and though 
driven from his native country, may he be received at last 
into thy kingdom. 

But especially look on those, who are condemned to die for 
their offences. O thou who didst pour the grace of repentp 
ance into the heart of the dying thief, vouchsafe the like 
mercy to those who are appointed unto death ; that they may 
W as <* brands plucked out of the fire." And may their im- 
timely end be regarded as a warning of the conseqnenott of 



FOURTH WEEK. 141 

I break the yoke" of godly discipline, but be 
nkfiil to God that care is takea of them ; and 
y, that they may give a good account of those 
'antages which God hath put into their hands, 
ead us all, day by day, in thine own paths, 
t our way may be peace, and our end may be 
ice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
!)ur Father, &c. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 



pray£r for the influence of god's holt I 

SPIRIT. 

SRNAL and ever-blessed God, by whom all 
igs were made, and by whom they are up- 
d, mercifully look down from the throne of 

glory, upon the unworthy creatures who are 
7 bowing at thy footstool. 
) Lord, there is nothing that can yield real 
sfaction to our hearts, but a knowledge of 
self as our God, and our friend. We are 
Peking the. living among the dead," till we 
!c for our happiness in Thee. Put therefore 
esire into our souls to know Thee, and to be 
nuch united to Thee as such frail creatures 

be to the ever-blessed Creator. 
Jut, O great God, how shall we attain to such 
our and happiness ? Art thou not of " purer 
} than to behold iniquity?" Do we not know 
: we are defiled by sin? O Lord, our very en- 
vours to be holy prove it ; if we set ourselves 
)ray unto Thee, to read thy word, or to medi- 

on everlasting things, it is with dlfRoaAx^i 
; we can keep our attentioti ^^^^, ^n^\^^ ^^^ 
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the little time we are thus employed. Hereby 
we see that the natural tendency of our hearts b 
to depart from God. 

How then can God have any thing to do with 
such sinful creatures? We might form conjec- 
tures of our own to answer this enquiry : but we 
should have no assurance of their being any thing 
more than the vain imaginations of a depraved 
heart. What cause have we therefore to thank 
Thee for thy holy word, which both shews us the 
way to God, and how to walk therein. 

Blessed be thy name for a Mediator, in whom 
we may approach Thee, and obtain mercy. 
Blessed be thy name, for the promise of thy 
Holy Spirit to cleanse and purify our hearts^ 
that we may be made meet to hold communion 
with God, and enjoy the '* light of his counte- 
nance ! *' O grant us this grace, for the sake of 
him who *' bore the cross," and is now ** sitting 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.*' 

We call to mind the glorious day of pentecost; 
that day, when *' mercy rejoiced against judg- 
ment," by *' turning the hearts of the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just/' O let that power 
which '* pricked the hearts" of our Lord's per- 
secutors, again attend the ministry of the gospel! 
Let not those who *' labour in the word and doc- 
trine," spend their "strength for nought;" but 
may thy word be still accompanied with the in- 
fluence of thy Holy Spirit, that it may be " quick 
and powerful," and both humble and gladden 
the hearts of those who hear it. 

O thou who art able to make the ** wolf, dwell 

with the lamb, and the leopard to lie down with 

the kid:" and who didst on tVve d^^ of pentecost. 
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gloriously shew forth this transforming power of 
thy grace, potir forth upon us that spirit of 
** brotherly kindness," by which the first disciples 
were distinguished. Enable us who call our- 
selves christians, to " put on, as the elect of God, 
bow^els of mercies, kindness, and long-suffering f 
that all men may know whose disciples we are, 
by the love that we bear one towards another. 

May thy blessed Spirit impart unto every per- 
son in this family, that spiritual life, which will 
cause us to seek after *' every" christian temper. 
Let us be known as the followers of the Lord, 
by ** love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness," and by all other fruits of thy Holy 
Spirit. Unite us, unworthy creatures, to that ' 
blessed company, -who shall to all eternity praise 
Thee for raising up a mighty Saviour for them, 
and for giving them grace to trust in him, and 
to love him, with their whole Iieart. 

May thy Holy Spirit abide with thy church 
continually, and may we be always under his 
sanctifying influences, that we may not only see 
the " way of salvation," but also ** walk therein" 
day by day. Cause us to increase in faith, in 
hope, and in charity: and while our " lieht is 
M^mg" brighter, may our hearts be more and 
more filled with that ** peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding." 

Be mercifully pleased, O Lord, to be with all 
of us, this day, in our several places ; keeping 
us from evils and dangers of every kind And 
such as may be permitted to befal us, do thou 
sanctify to us, " making them to work for our 
^od." Let us be concerned to live as we oa^Kt. 
to live in thy sight, and t\iou m\t ^^x^ ^o\ \^si^^^ 
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all things. In this holy care, and in this blessed 
confidence, we pray Thee to keep us, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
■ Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

A PRAYER FOR ALL STATES. 

O God of mercy, thou hast taught us to make 
prayers and supplications for others, as well as 
for ourselves, vouchsafe to hear our requests for 
all states and conditions of men. 

We rejoice, Lord, that although ** iniquity 
greatly aboundeth" in the world, yet ** thou 
reignest" over the works of thine hands. Thou 
art able to turn the course of all things here to 
the glory of thine own holy name, and canst 
make even ** the wrath of man to praise Thee." 

We thank Thee, most merciful God, for the 
benefits and comforts of civil government. We 
pray that thy blessing may rest on this, thine 
appointment, and on all persons who are em- 
ployed therein. Be thou the counsellor, and 
supporter, of all Christian Kings, and all per- 
sons to whom the powers of government are 
committed ; that they may neither neglect the 
important duties of their office, nor sink under 
their weighty cares. 

Let thy choicest blessings descend on thy ser- 
vant our Queen. May she be the protector of 
her people ; and may * we, and all her subjects, 
duly regard that authority,* which thou hast 
given to her. Bless her with wisdom in the 
choice of all her mmistexs tlvat dll places of trust 
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may be Blled by able and conscientious men. 
Defend her, O Lord, from the design* of evil 
men; and let there '* be abundance of peace in 
her days." 

We praise Thee, for having been pleased to 
favour this land with a christian ministry. Grant, 
O Lord, that all those who have this office en- 
trusted to them, may know and love the ** truth 
as it is m Jesus." Bless them with wisdom, pa- 
tience, zeal, Iiumility, and love to mankind, that 
they may be '* burning and shining lights" in the 
world: ** holding forth thy word" by their lives, 
as well as by their discourses. And may the 
** seed" which they sow, produce much "fruit" 
to the glory of thy name." 

O that all the churches which have gone aside 
from the path of truth, may see, and forsake 
their errors. May that Holy Spirit, through whose 
gifts the first christian societies were so distin- 
guished, be again poured forth, that the ** pure 
and undeBled religion" of our God and Saviour, 
may revive among all who call themselves chris- 
tians. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for all those whom thou 
hast enabled to " keep the faith." Strengthen 
these thy servants, O God, to persevere in the 
** good way," into which thou hast brought them, 
•* Cause them always to triumph in Christ." 
May thy Holy Spirit increase in them all hea- 
venly tempers, that they may be happy and ho- 
nourable '* witnesses of the truth," wherever they 
dwell. 

Have mercy, O God of patience and power, 
on all those who have not yet returned unto 
Thee. " The hearts of all are m v\\^ V^vx^^r 

o 
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There are none so hardened, but thou canst 
soften them: none so blind, but thou canst en- 
lighten them; even the very dead, thou canst 
quicken. O repeat in thy great mercy those 
miracles of grace which thou hast heretofore 
performed, and bring home ** to thy fold," them 
who are now ** as sheep going astray." 

Make us thankful for our preservation from the 
trials to which human life is subject, but let not 
our enjoyments make us forgetful of the suffer- 
ings of others. Give us the tender spirit of our 
Lord. *' In all our affliction he was afflicted:" 
so may we *' remember them that are in adver- 
sity;" and do thou hear our prayers for them. 

Look, O Lord, in pity on all the nations which 
are visited with the dreadful calamities of war, 
or pestilence, or famine. Look in mercy like- 
wise, on all suffering individuals. Be thou the 
protector of the widow; a parent to the orphan; 
a companion to the prisoner ; a physician to the 
sick; a comforter to the afflicted; a friend to 
the poor. And may the troubles of the afflicted 
wean them from this world (to wliich we all 
<:leave too much) and cause tliem to listen to 
the voice of that gracious Saviour, who inviteth 
the ** weary, and the heavy laden," to come 
to him. 

We bless Thee for every attempt that has been 
made this day to do good to men, either in their 
temporal or spiritual concerns. Be mercifully 
pleased to preserve those precious lives which 
ire devoted to such services, and succeed their 
humane and pious endeavours. 

Pinally, O Lord, we commend into thy hands 
'tU for whom we ought to ipxa^. We intreat 



FOURTH WEEK. 147 

Tliee to bless this family. We have much ta 
ask for ourselves as well as for others; but 
known unto Thee are all our necessities. We 
humbly intreat Thee to supply them as thou 
aeest fit; and prepare us daily, by thy grace, 
for that better state in which none of the sins or 
miseries of this world, will have any place. O 
may we be daily " longing for thy" complete 
" salvation," and yet patiently ** waiting for it" 
through Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Ad- 
vocate.* — Our Father, &c. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

PRAISE TOR THE BLESSINGS OF PROVIDENCE AND 

REDEMPTION. 

" Father of mercies and God of all comfort," 
we thank Thee for having made thyself known 
by the most gracious names: they encourage 
helpless and guilty creatures, to hope, to be- 
lieve, to pray, and to rejoice. 

Blessed be thy name for the various proofs 
which thou hast given of thy mercy; ** O Lord, 
the earth is full of them :" although wickedness 
dwelleth in it, although it is inhabited by a 

• The following thanksgiving, Jor the safe return of children 
from school may be introduced here. 
Among the mercies of this day, O Lord, we reckon the 
safe return of our dear children. Blessed be thy name, for 
thy goodness towards them, during the time of their separa* 
tion from us. We thank Thee also for thy preservation of 
them on their journey hither. May thy blessmg rest upon 
them, and cause them, whether abroad or at home, to " in- 
crease in wisdom, and in stature, and in favour with God aud." 
good " me/i." 
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*^*fieed of evil doers," yet through thy goodness, 
(it abounds with the means of comfort, and en- 
^yment! 

We have brouglit sin into the world, and sin 
Hiath brought sutfering into it; but thou, com- 
ipassionate God! (against whom that sin is com- 
mitted) hast stored the world with the means of 
relief. Thou mightest have abandoned man to 
the evils he brought on himself; but in thy great 
mercy, thou hast provided remedies for us, and 
hast shewn us where to 6nd, and how to apply 
them. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for every thing which 
thou hast mercifully provided to remove pain, 
to rescue us from immediate death, to give length 
to our days, and comfort to ourselves, and those 
to whom we are dear. Blessed be God for all 
those medicinal virtues, which thou hast taught 
man to discover and apply for the relief of them 
that suffer pain or sickness. How manifold are 
the instances of thy goodness! How numerous 
are the signs of thy compassion ! Earth, air, 
and sea not only displaying thy majesty, but 
shewing forth the tokens of .thy mercy. ** 
that men would therefore praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and declare the wonders which he 
doeth for the children of men." 

But how shall we find words to express the 
mercy which thou hast manifested in the re- 
demption of mankind ! By our sin, we have not 
only brought pain and distress upon ourselves, 
but we have exposed ourselves to thy righteous 
anger, and to a sentence of everlasting banish- 
ment from thy presence. But to prevent this 
tttiou bast appeared for >is*. ^^ t'\Q\\ \tv vuercy/' as 
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well as " infinite in wisdom," thou hast furnished 
the means of our being saved from all the dread- 
ful consequences of sin. 

And, O great God, how astonishing are these 
means ! Could it ever have entered into the 
heart of man to conceive, that thou shouldest 
** so love the world, as to give thine only be- 
gotten Son for its salvation!" O how shall we 
raise a song of praise which shall fully set forth 
that love divine, which hath been shewn in 
** God*s being manifest in the flesh;" in his sub- 
mitting to sufferings, and expiring on the cross, 
to deliver a race of rebels from the punishment 
due to them: O Lord God Almighty, what grace 
is this! '* Bless the Lord, O our souls, and all 
that is within us praise his holy name ;" and let 
'* every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and in the sea," 
praise the God of our salvation. 

Here would we fix our thoughts, O merciful 
God. Here let them dwell, higher they cannot 
rise. Let the recollection of thy mercy, so un- 
speakably great, abide with us all the day : re- 
joicing our hearts ; sweetening our labours ; 
allaying our fears; regulating our lives; recon- 
ciling us to sufferings ; and securing us against 
snares. Let it employ our thoughts, and in- 
fluence us in all our conduct towards our fellow- 
creatures; inclining us to charity, to peace, to 
gentleness, to patience, and to forbearance. 

Let none of the enjoyments of this day so sen- 
sualize our hearts, as to make us forget Him who 
died for us. While we are partaking of the 
bounties of Providence, may we call to mind 
the bloody swe.at, the crown oi \.\iOtw^^ ^xA"Ookfc 

o2 
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cross of a suffering Saviour. And may we lift 
up a thankful heart to him, through whom the 
curse, to which we were exposed, is removed ; and 
the blessings, which we forfeited, are restored. 

Enable us, O Lord, to walk this day as the 
disciples of Jesus; and if we are enabled so to 
walk, we may composedly leave every thing with 
Thee. Let us go about the duties of our calling 
in a sweet and peaceful reliance on the care 
which tliou art pleased to take of thy servants. 
Thou art able to save us from the greatest evils : 
and thou art willing to extend thy providential 
regard to the least things, in which our happi- 
ness is concerned. Help us then, O Lord, to 
look to thee as our Sovereign to rule over us, 
and our Friend to protect us, through Jesus 
Christ, our blessed advocate with God ; on whose 
intercession we build all our hopes of accept- 
ance with Thee. 

Our Father, &c. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE REMOVAL OF AFFLICTIONS. 

Blessed be God who " casteth not away our 
prayer, nor turneth his mercy from us." Al- 
though it seemeth good unto thee, O Lord, 
sometimes to " cause grief, yet hast thou com- 
passion" on us, " according to the multitude of 
thy mercies." And when thou ** visitest with 
the rod," thy hand is not so severe as it would 
be, wert thou to ** deal with us according to our 
sins." If we are ** in heaviness, it is but for a 
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season/' Our chastisements do not endure so 
long, nor return so frequently, as our offences. 

O most gracious God, who '* pardonest ini- 
quity, and passeth by transgression," let us 
•* sing aloud of thy mercy;" for ** thou hast been 
our defence, and our refuge" in the day of our 
trouble.* 

There is not one of us, but hath great reason 
to make thy mercy his song. O give a thankful 
heart to those who have been preserved from 
trouble. Bestow the same grace on those who 
have been delivered out of it. Some of us have 
** cried unto Thee out of the depths" of afflic- 
tion, but from thence the voice of prayer reached' 
thy gracious ear. ** Thou didst send from above, 
thou didst stretch out thine hand, and drewest 
us out of many waters. "f 

• The following Thanksgivings for deliverance from any 
impending danger^ such as a cojijlagration, a food, a violent 
tempest, E^c. may be introduced here. 

We have great reason to speak thus, O Lord, for thy mer- 
ciful appearance in our favour this day. Danger was at 
hand, but God was near : and through his help, we have 
been preserved. O that our lives as well as our lips may 
shew forth thy praise ! 

f The following Thanksgiving , for the s(fe delivery of a 
woman in travail, may be introduced here. 

We have new mercies, O Lord, to acknowledge. We 
bless thy name for the great goodness which thou hast shewn 
to thy servant in the time of trouble. We look to thee, O 
Lord, to guard her from every future danger. O that if it please 
Thee, she may be raised up again. And may she look back 
with thankfulness on this day, in which thou hast wrought 
deliverance for her. Let this, and every other mercy, shewn 
to her, lead her to live more to thy glory, that she may be- 
come more meet for thy heavenly kingdom. 

If the child be alive, the following words ma'tj be added. 

And O let that child thou bast, ^wtiv xq >i&, \i% "^ ^iws&axN. 
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Now, Lord, grant that we may not forget " the 
vows which our lips uttered when we were in 
trouble." Let every one whose prayer thou hast 
heard and answered, remember the claim which 
thou hast upon him, and say, *' O Lord, truly I 
am thy servant, for thou hast loosed my bonds." 

And O that we may not forget the lessons 
which we learned in the school of affliction! 
Let not the man whom thou hast snatched from 
the borders of the grave, forget how the world 
appeared to him when he stood there. Let him 
not forget what judgment he then made of the 
blessings which thy word sets before us, and 
those which the foolish heart longeth after. O 
God, let the wisdom which we learn at such 
times, abide with us. Let us be still listening 
to him who instructed us, that we may not " turn 
again to folly." 

O Lord, when we learn what thou teachest us, 
we see things as they really are; and we are con- 
vinced, that there is no wealth like the being 
** rich towards God ;" — that there is no honour 
like ** that which cometh from Thee :" — that 
there is no friend like Christ ; — nor any evil 
so much to be dreaded as sin, O Lord, grant 
that every one, to whom thou hast shewn these 

to us, and a blessing to his fellow-creatures. Teach us to 
bring him up in the fear of thy holy name ; and prosper all 
our endeavours in this kind, that if we live to see him arrive 
at years of matwity, we may have the joy of seeing him walk 
in thy ways, and not the sorrow of seeing him follow that 
multittide, who are habitually doing evil. We commend him 
to thee, O God of salvation, that he may not onljr be pre- 
served from the evils of this world into which he is born, but 
that he may live an useful life in it, and leave it in hope and 
Mteace, whenever the time of his de^iVxic^ Vi«u^% %\\«.\l come. 
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things, may make it manifest, that he hath pro- 
fited by thine instructions. 

Let us now make it our j/irst business to ** seek 
<he kingdom of God." Incline our hearts to 
"** pray without ceasing" for that grace, whicli 
will enable us to believe, and hope, and obey, 
unto the end ; that this world instead of being 
<the place of our ruin, may be to us only the 
■** house of our pilgrimage," and a school in 
which we may become prepared for thine house 
above.* 

Teach us, O Lord, so to live in the world, as 
•to be daily providing for that hour in which we 
must leave it. For we would not forget, that 
however thou mayest from time to time relieve 
•us from sickness, or deliver us out of trouble, 
•the hour will come when we must '* pass through 
the valley of the shadow of death."* Help us 
therefore, O our God, to use what remains of 
our time here, like those who wisely consider 
the true use of life, and are sensible of the 
mercy of having it lengthened out. Let us not 
"live after the flesh;" but remember, that we 
are spared, not to repeat our sins, but to repent 
of them. May every one of us be weary of the 
■service of sin, and come to Thee " with tears 
and supplications;" weeping over his past days, 

• The following Thanhsgivingf for one of the family recovered 
from a dangerous illnesSf may be introduced here. 

Let none of thy mercies, O gracious God, be forgoUen. 
Vfe bless 1'hee for hearing and answering our prayers for the 
j'ecovery of him, whose disorder thou hast removed. We 
iotreat thee to establish, and preserve his health. And may 
a thankful heart be given both to him, for whom we be&OM^Vx 
Thee, and to us, who called upon Thee m iVv^ ^^i"^ qI Nxw^'t. 
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and praying that his future ones may be spent 
in *' walking'' more ** with God." 

O Lord, with many of us the ** night may be 
far spent," and the day nearer than we are 
aware. Enable us to '' cast off the works of 
darkness, and put on the armour of light." May 
we be always endeavouring to do good as long 
as we continue in the world; but let us not 
take up our rest here, but be ever ** looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearance 
of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ."* 

Merciful and gracious Lord, be pleased to pre- 
serve us, and all, for whom we ought to pray, 
this night from every evil, temporal or spiritual. 
*' Be about our bed" in mercy, as thou hast been 
about our '* path;" and hear our requests for 
the sake of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

A PRAYER FOR THE GOVERNMENT uF THE TONGUE. 

Almighty and gracious Creator, who hast en- 
dued us with faculties and powers, by which we 
are placed above the brutes which perish, give 
us grace to employ them all as '^ instruments of 
righteousness." 

• The following Thayihgiving for the safe return of a person 

after a journey or a voyage, may be introduced here. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for all the mercies of this day ; and 

particularly for the return of thy servant, who through thy 

good providence arrived among us this day in safety. We 

thanlc Thee for all the blessings he received from Thee on 

Ais journey; and we pray Thee to fill his heart and ours with 

thankfulneas to Thee, for causing >iaXo TCi«^X^%^\a\U7eftce. 
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We praise Thee for the excellent gift of speech, 
and we pray that those lips which thou hast 
opened, may be ever *' shewing forth thy praise." 

We must confess, O Lord, that we have made 
a sinful use of this faculty. And O how great is 
the sum of those sins which our lips have com- 
mitted! Who can count the number of our 
foolish, our unholy, or our uncharitable words? 
Yet numberless as they are to us, they are all 
known unto Thee. And what can we do, who 
are not able to recal them, but cast ourselves on 
thy mercy; and pray, that for Christ*s sake, 
thou wouldest take away the " transgression of 
our lips!" 

O may we so bear in mind the mischiefs done 
by an unbridled tongue — the miseries which it 
occasions in the world, — and the disgrace which 
it brings upon a christian profession, as to be 
always afraid of *' offending in word." But lest 
sudden provocation should hurry us into a for- 
getfulness of these considerations, do thou, O 
, Lord, ** set a watch before our mouths, and keep 
the door of our lips." 

And as it is " out of the abundance of the 
heart that the mouth speaketh," may our hearts 
be sanctified by thy Holy Spirit. We pray for 
patiencey that we may never break forth into 
fretful and repining language when we suffer. 
We pray for meekness of spirit, that injuries and 
provocations may not hurry us into angry and 
bitter speeches. May we continually feel a con- 
trite sense of our own sins, that we may refrain 
from all uncharitable censuring of others. And 
be thou graciously pleased to increase in us tU^l 
seriousness of mind which becom^^ wvt ^ciw^v 
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lion, that our conversation may not be debased 
with foolish and unchristian levities. 

We earnestly in treat thee, O Lord, to strengthen 
us, that we may use a holy violence with ourselves, 
wlierever a restraint is necessary. May we have 
wisdom to discern when we ought to be silent, 
and may we be able to bridle tlie tongue. 

Enable us daily, to make the example of Jesus 
our pattern. He hath taught us by his life, how 
to use our faculties. O may we not only obtain 
the pardon of sin through his blood, but attain 
likewise to some blessed degree of resemblance 
of him. 

Be with us all through this day, most gracious 
God, that however we may be dealt with by 
others, we may provoke no one, grieve no one, 
deceive no one. O may the conversation which 
proceedeth out of our mouth, be that which is 
good, and which tendeth to the edification of 
those who hear us. 

We praise and bless thee, O Lord, for all the 
comforts of the past night. We begin the day 
with thanksgiving to Thee for all thy mercies. 
And now, O Lord, ** let not blessing and cursing 
proceed out of the same mouth." May all our 
conversation this day agree with what we are 
now doing, that ' we may shew forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives.' 

We intreat thee, most merciful Father, to 
guard society from all the evils to which it is 
exposed by '* unruly and vain talkers." Con- 
found the designs and endeavours of all those 
who are seeking to spread principles of impiety, 
rebellion, or discord. Be graciously pleased to 
preserve every communky ftoai such men, and 
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give success to that blessed gospel, which through 
thy mercy, is yet published in the world. O 
may it be faithfully dispensed, and may it be 
blessed to the conversion of those who hear it : 
that love to God and man may dwell in our 
hearts, be heard in our words, and seen in all 
our actions, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; in 
whose name and words we conclude our humble 
requests; — Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

REVIEW OF LIFE. 

O THOU who " without respect of persons judgest 
according to every man's work," have mercy upon 
us; and blot out of the * book of thy remem- 
brance,' the manifold transgressions of our lives. 
It becometh us, O Lord, to take a review of the 
course in which we have walked; — but oh what 
a review is it! How many ** sins committed," 
and " talents misimproved," and ** duties left 
undone," doth it discover to our guilty minds ! 

There is not one situation in which thy provi- 
dence has placed us, which we have filled up as 
becometh those, who have had the light of thy 
word to direct them. We have failed in our duty 
towards our neighbour ; but when we consider 
what we owe to Thee, O our good and gracious 
God, our debts are increased to such an amount, 
that we sink under the weight of them, and cry. 
Have mercy on us, O Lord, for ** our sins are 
more in number than the hairs of our heads." 

Heaven and earth may both witness against us. 
Yea, O Lord, our own thou^\\\& \.^%\\l^ ^'^^slxw^x. 

p 
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us. Here we stand before Thee inexcusable : — 
self-condemned; — but (blessed be thy name!) 
not ** without hope: for there is mercy with 
Thee." Thou hast provided a "sacrifice for 
sins." Thou hast revealed a Saviour who made 
*' reconciliation for iniquity." To him may we, 
guilty and self-accused creatures, *' flee for re- 
fuge." Before him may we prostrate ourselves 
in deep and unfeigned repentance ; humbly be- 
seeching him, to ** order our cause" before the 
throne of the Most High, that mercy may pro- 
ceed from thence instead of judgment, and that 
our souls may sing of ** abounding grace," 

And ever, ever may the remembrance of our 
sins, and of thy mercy, abide with us. Let us go 
" softly all our days" in the humble recollection 
that thou hast spared those whom thou couldest 
have destroyed. And let the remainder of our 
lives be considered as a grant of mercy which 
thou hast made to guilty creatures, in order to 
.heir bringing ** forth fruits worthy of repent- 
ance." 

Help us, therefore, O Lord, not only to mourn 
over past sins and omissions, but to make it much 
of the business of our remaining days, to supply 
the deficiencies of our former ones. May we en- 
deavour, in full dependancepn thy grace, to be 
more faithful in relative duties. Let the obliga- 
tions of parents, of children, of masters, and of 
servants, be henceforth better fu'lfilled. Teach 
us all, to shew forth by our behaviour towards 
each other, the " praises of him who hath called 
us out of darkness into his marvellous light." 
May we be careful to " render unto all their 
dues;*' and above all let ua temember wliat is 
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due to Thee, O blessed God, from whom we re- 
ceive all our blessings, temporal, spiritual and 
eternal. Enable each one to lift up his heart 
in sincerity to Thee, and say, " Lord what 
wouldest thou have me to do." 

O thou who hast been pleased, notwithstand- 
ing all our sins, hitherto to preserve us, vouch- 
safe us thy help during the remainder of our 
earthly course. We pray Thee to be with us, to 
direct, and to strengthen us. Should any false 
light appear, suffer us not to follow it. Should 
the "enemy come in like a flood, preserve us 
from being swept away by it. Thus, O Lord, be 
thou our light, and our strength ; that we may 
** finish our course" well, that we may ** keep 
the faith," and that we may have a well-grounded 
hope of receiving a '* crown of righteousness" 
when Christ the Lord shall appear. 

We know not ** what a day may bring forth ;" 
nor need we be desirous of knowing; let it be 
enough for us, that without thy permission '* not 
a sparrow falleth." Enable us to '* cast all care 
on Thee." 

Grant that we may fear nothing but the un- 
holy influence which enjoyments or sufferings 
may have upon us. All power is in thine hands; 
be pleased to make ** all things work together 
for our good." Let our souls prosper by every 
thing which happens to us ; whether our day be 
calm or stormy, bright or dark, do thou make us 
to '• grow in grace," to increase in faith, in ho- 
liness, in humility, patience, and charity ; that 
we maybe "rich towards God," whatever we 
may be in other respects. 

O Lord, hear these our pta^fexs, iox \X\^ ^-a^k^ 
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of Jesus Christ, our advocate. In whose name, 
we present our thank-ofierings, for the manifold 
mercies we have from time to time received. O 
continue thine undeserved goodness to us this 
night, and may we rise in the rooming with a 
heart full of thankfulness to thee for all our 
blessings. Now to God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 



A FAMILY PRAYER FOR THE MORNING OF 
A SACRAMENT DAY. 

** WoiiTHY aft thou, O Lord, to receive glory, 
and honour, and power : for thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and 
were created." By thy word are all things up- 
held, and to the praise of thy wisdom and good- 
ness shall they all contribute. 

However unsearchable many of thy ways be 
to us, O Lord, one thing is manifest, that thou 
art a '* merciful God.'* And we bless thy holy 
name for the many ways in which thou hast been 
pleased to shew forth thy mercy to sinful men. 

Above all would we remember that bright dis- 
play of it, which thou hast made in giving up 
thy beloved Son, to be a *' sacrifice for our sins." 
O with what humility, love, and praise, should 
we contemplate this profound mystery, by which 
** thou commendest tny love to us." 

But aias I we are prone Xo be forgetful of it : 
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we are therefore bound to be thankful for the 
institution of that ordinance which recalls our 
attention to a bleeding Saviour; ^^ wounded for 
our transgressions/* and dying on the cross that 
we might liv» for ever in heaven. 

Now, O Lord, prepare our souls for this holy 
solemnity. Let us not attend it with any light- 
ness of mind; with any gross or superstitious 
views; nor with that cold and unconcerned 
heart, with which an unthinking formality may 
send us to thy table. Help us while we partake 
of the signs of our Saviour's body and blood, to 
consider, with suitable affections, every thing 
which this solemn ordinance calls to our remem- 
brance. 

Enable us to remember with the deepest hu- 
mility man's fallen and lost condition by nature, 
and to see and admire the ** riches of that grace" 
by which a deliverer was raised up for us in the 
pei*son of thy dear Son. Help us to fix our 
eyes on him; and while we recollect, that thou 
didst reveal the *' coming of this Just One" to 
thine ancient church, and didst hold forth the 
necessity of his death by its numerous sacrifices, 
let us rejoice that thy promise is fulfilled, and 
that the end of all the sacrifices is accomplished, 
by ** tlie offering of the body of Jesus once 
for all.'' 

We would not * approach tliy table trusting in 
our own righteousness,' but as guilty creatures, 
to lay our hands on the head of that spotless 
Lamb, whom ** thou hast set forth as a propi- 
tiation" for sin. We would not go relying ok 
our strength, but as weak and indigent crea- 
tures^ to feed by faith on that " \>ife^ii ^^ ^^^ 

p2 
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which came down from heaven," and without 
which ** there is no life in us." 

And while we perform these acts of faith, let 
them be exercised with ** a contrite spirit," such 
as we ought to feel, who have so much of that 
guilt to charge ourselves with, which ariseth 
from the misimprovement of peculiar advantages 
and distinguishing mercies. O Lord, the more 
we think of thy mercy, the more aggravated do 
our sins appear. Our guilt is magnified by that 
very gospel which sheweth us how it may be 
removed. For how often have we disregarded 
that compassionate Saviour who speaketh to us 
therein. We are chargeable with negligence, 
yea with ingratitude, even towards him who 
" laid down his life" for us. How much there- 
fore doth it become us to acknowlege that * our 
sins are manifold.* Grant, O Lord, that we 
may not only own this with our lips, but confess 
the humbling truth with unfeigned repentance. 

With these views we in treat Thee to lead us 
to the table of our Lord ; and there, though so 
undeserving of such favour, may our hearts be re- 
freshed by the remembrance of his compassion, 
and the consideration of those wonders of power, 
wisdom and grace, which shine forth in the re- 
demption of man. There, with all thy church, 
may we triumph in the ** love of the Father, the 
grace of the Son, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost." There may we be favoured with 
such a sense of thy presence, as shall leave on 
our hearts a consoling, sanctifying, and animat- 
ing impression of divine things. 

O let it please Thee to bless us in this duty 
with the quickening inftuexice o^ l\v^ Holy Spirit, 
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deepening every serious impression we may have 
received; invigorating every devout affection; 
and assimilating us more to Him, to whom our 
eyes are directed by this institution. While we 
live by his death, let us not forget what love to 
God and to one another, he hath taught us by 
his example. And may we shew that we have 
** received giace out his fulness," by a zeal for 
the glory of God, and by " putting on as the 
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercy, 
kindness, long-suffering, and the spirit of for- 
giveness." 

We pray, O Lord, that in all the services of 
this day, both ministers and people may be under 
the sanctifying influence of thy Holy Spirit. 
Hear these our prayers for ourselves and others, 
and accept ovx praises, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — ^Our Father, &c. 



A FAMILY PllAYER FOR THE EVENING OF A SACRA- 
MENT DAY. 

O MOST gracious Lord, we come as a family to 
offer up our thanksgivings for the blessings of 
this day. Thou hast given to us another season 
of rest and instruction. Thanks be to thy holy 
name, that these favours are still continued : 
that we still have the ordinances of christian 
worship administered to us, and that we can go 
and seek thy face in them, unmolested by the 
enemies of truth and righteousness. 

Would to God that we could say, we have 
attended these solemnities without any interring- 
tion from within ourselves; butl\ns>^^i\ x^wi^^ 
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be far from the truth. Thou sufierest no enemy 
from without to molest us, but we carry the ene- 
mies of our peace and the hinderances to our 
edification, into thy house. Wandering thoughts, 
worldly cares, stupidity and carelessness, accom- 
pany us in prayer ; disturb our attention to thy 
word ; and go with us even to that table on which 
the memorials of a crucified Saviour's love are 
presented. 

Yet although there are these causes of humi- 
liation on our part, such is the merciful tenor 
of thy holy word, that we are encouraged to look 
up to Thee with hope, and pray for a blessing 
on those ordinances we have so unworthily at- 
tended. O '* God of all grace," be pleased to 
hear and answer this prayer. 

We would now particularly call to mind the 
opportunity we have this day had of commemo- 
rating our blessed Saviour's death. O that this 
solemn transaction may be made instrumental of 
a closer union with our adorable Redeemer, 
Bless it to the increase of our faith in him, our 
love to him, and our rejoicing in him. 

Let it not be enough for us to have felt some 
affectionate impressions at the table of our Lord ; 
but let us be concerned to bear all those ** fruits 
of the Spirit" which his example holdeth forth 
to us, and by which our love to his name is best 
testified. 

Deeply affected by steing what it cost our Re- 
deemer to make atonement for our sins, may we 
henceforth make it more our care to be ** cleansed 
from all filthiness of the fiesh and spirit, and to 
perfect holiness in the fear of God." 

' iSeiid thy Holy Ghost, atud i^o\« Ivkewise into 
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our hetarts that most excellent gift of charity, the 
very bond of peace and of all virtues, without 
which whosoever liveth is counted dead before 
Thee.* Let not us who have been contemplating 
a Saviour laying down his life for us, want 
** bowels and mercies" for others. Influenced 
by the grace shewn to us, may we be ready to 
employ every talent with which thou hast en- 
dowed us. for the good of others. Let us not 
perform the offices of charity with constraint: 
but gladly meet every opportunity which thy 
providence may afford us of imitating Him who 
said, " It is more blessed to give, than to re- 
ceive." On such occasions, may we shew how 
deeply his unwearied labours and bitter agony, 
endured for us, have imprinted his benevolent 
maxim on our hearts. 

And while we thus shew forth the power of 
our Saviour's grace, raising us above the sensual 
and selfish tendency of our fallen nature, let us 
sink into the deepest humility before Thee. Let 
us likewise in all our conversation with men, 
behave as become th those who have nothing to 
glory of in themselves, but who owe all their 
hopes, their holiness, and their happiness, to 
Thee. 

In our passage through life, O Lord, enable 
ns ever to keep in view the death we have been 
shewing forth: and let the remembrance of it 
fortify our minds against the snares of the world. 
Let the love of God therein manifested, be our 
support and our consolation, under all the trials 
through which we may have to pass. Ever re- 
membering that ** He who sp&red not his own. 
Son for us, will with him" assuiedX'^ ^'' ^\n^ >a^'^ 
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all things" that are needful. Let our " conversa- 
tion be without covetousness." And let us learn 
from him *^ who took the form of a servant, and 
humbled himself to the death of the cross," to 
acquiesce in thy providential appointments, what- 
ever be the condition assigned to us. 

O send forth the light of that glorious gospel, 
from which we derive all these important and 
sanctifying views; that thousands and tens of 
thousands of the children of men may share with 
us, in the knowledge of Christ, and partake of 
all the blessings of his kingdom. 

Enable us to retire to rest with a deep sense 
of thy mercy in bestowing this light upon us. 
Encouraged by it, we commit ourselves, and all 
who are dear to us, to thy providential care this 
night. Lord grant these our humble requests, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



PRAYERS 

WHICH MAT BB ADDED TO ANY UF THE FOREOOINO. 



IN A TIME OF SCARCITY. 



We humbly pray Thee, O Lord, to regard our 
land in mercy, at this time of scarcity. Be 
pleased to look upon the distresses of the poor, 
and afford relief to them in thine own good 
time. Grant, O Lord, that this trying dispensa- 
tion of thy providence may be sanctified to them, 
by bringing them to xe^^id God in all their 
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affairs. Teach them to seek after the *' spiritual 
blessings," which thon holdest forth to men in 
thy word; — blessings, which '* all who seek shall 
find :'* for thou hast promised to bestow them on 
those, who apply for them ** with their whole 
heart." 

May the present difficulties have a good effect 
on all the inhabitants of this land. O that thy 
judgments may bring our sins to remembrance! 
May we be so humbled under the sense of our 
transgressions, as to justify Thee, and condemn 
ourselres. May we learn by all the trials which 
befal us here, that this world '' is not our rest." 
And may we have grace to seek to be made 
meet for that blessed state, to which thou wilt 
hereafter conduct all thy faithful servants. 



IN A TlxME OF WAR, 

O MOST holy God, to whom all things are known, 
and who hast wise reasons for permitting every 
event which takes place, give us grace to 
" humble ourselves under thy mighty hand." 
Take away from us, we beseech Thee, all hard- 
ness of heart. Cause us seriously to reflect on 
the miseries of war, and to obey that awfu* 
voice which now calls us to weeping and to sup- 
plications. Sanctify to us the solemn situation 
into which our sinful passions have brought us, 
that we may not only ** call upon thy holy name," 
but put away the evils which provoke thy righte- 
ous displeasure. 

O merciful God, though we be chastised, let 
us not be forsaken by thee. Give wisdom, we 
humbly beseech Thee, to those v?\vo tc^^xv^^"^ w«. 
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public affairs, that they may discern, and adopt, 
the best measures that can be pursued at this 
time: and do thou be pleased to give success 
to them. 

But let our eyes be directed to God, and suffer 
us not to ** trust in an arm of flesh." Have mercy 
upon us, O Lord, and remove that sore judg- 
ment with which we are now visited, that both 
we, and all the nations which suffer in this war, 
may again enjoy the blessing of peace. 

Thanks be to thy name, O God of all grace, 
for the prospect of a better state. O that the 
sins and miseries of this world, may serve to 
wean our hearts from it, and to make us the 
humble and faithful followers of that Saviour, 
who hath * opened the kingdom of heaven to 
all believers.' 



IN A TIME OF SEVERE FROST. 

Teach us, O Lord, to stand in awe of that mighty 
power which now prevents the waters from flow- 
ing. Be mercifully pleased to set bounds to the 
duration of the present severe weather, that we 
may not be punished by it to the degree of which 
our sins render us deserving. Look down in 
pity, O Lord, on the poor. Open the hearts 
and hands of those who are able to help them, 
that their distresses may be lightened. And 
may the sufferings which the poor and the aged 
feel at this time, be made useful to their souls, 
by causing them to ** call upon God in this day 
of their trouble." 
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IN A TIME OF DROUGHT, OR OF EXCESSIVE RAIN. 

O Lord God from whom alone cometh ** oub 
daily bread," have compassion on us, and ap- 
pear for the relief of thine unworthy creatures,. 
by giving to us seasonable weather for the fruits- 
of the earth. The sun, O Lord, is thine; the 
rain is thine; thou canst make either of them 
an instrument of supplying the wants of a peo- 
ple, or a rod to punish them for their sins. O 
God, we humbly implore Thee, in the name ofi 
Jesus Christ, to have mercy on our land, and 
preserve the labours of the husbandman from> 
being destroyed. And if thou shouldest be 
pleased to hear this prayer, O suffer us not to 
forget thy mercies, nor fail to follow prayer with* 
praise. 



ON THE RETURN OF PLENTY. 

Blessed be thy name, O Lord, for graciously 
regarding the distresses of the poor, by affording 
us a greater plenty of the necessaries of life. Q' 
Lord, though our sins are great, yet ** thy com- 
passions fail not." Thy chastisements are re- 
moved, but it is not because we have deserved, 
the removal of them, but because it is * thy na- 
ture and property ever to have mercy and to- 
forgive.' O let thy ** goodness lead us to re- 
pentance;" and since thou hast sent food, send 
us also the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may thankfully remember that God, who re- 
lieved us in the time of necessity. 

And O gracious Lord, may we duly consider, 
that ** man liveth not by bread ^Irvxie " "wv^xw^c^ 

Q 
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we seek after those blessings of thy word with- 
out which * whosoever liveth is counted dead 
before Thee.' We bless thee, O Lord, for having 
provided for the well-being of our souU. O may 
we '* hunger and thirst" after the bread of life, 
that our souls may live, and praise thy name for 
^ver and ever. 



ON THE IIETUIIN OF PEACE. 

O Lord God, who hast now given unto us the 
blessing of peace, enable us to yield humble and 
hearty thanks to thee, for removing that dread- 
ful scourge, with which we were, of late, de- 
servedly punished. Suffer us not, O Lord, to 
provoke thee, by our sins, to give us up again 
to the desolations of war; but may we live to 
Thee, who hast been graciously pleased to put 
a stop to the effusion of human blood. 

And now, O Lord, that the earth is quiet, 
grant that thy ** word may run and be glorified." 
May the knowledge of thy truth prevail, and 
the force of those divine principles contained in 
the gospel be felt every where, that ** wars may 
<jease in the world;" and that righteousness, as 
well as peace, may flourish among all nations. 

And be graciously pleased, O Lord, to enable 
us, like faithful followers of Jesus, to resist sin, 
and Satan, unto death ; that we may be ad- 
mitted into that kingdom of peace, into which 
all thy true servants shall hereafter enter. 



ON A FAVOURABE CHANGE OF WEATHER. 

Wb bless thy holy name, tvio^.t gracious Lord 
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for the present seasonable change of wea- 
ther. O that we may long remember thy good- 
ness, and shew forth our thankfulness, not in 
words only, but in obedience to thy holy will. 
And while we pray, that we may be always^ 
thankful for temporal mercies ; we pray likewise, 
that we may not neglect the better blessings 
which thou hast provided for us in Jesus Christ. 
O kindle in our hearts an ardent desire after 
them, that we may obtain them; and that when 
flesh and heart shall fail (as ere long they will) we 
may rejoice in " God, as our portion for ever." 



FOR THE MASTER OF A FAMILY WHEN HE IS 

ABROAD. 

O Lord God, who art every where present, be 
pleased to bless thy servant, the master of this^ 
family, who is now from home. Preserve him 
from wicked men, from dangerous diseases, from 
sinful temptations, and all other evils, bodily or 
spiritual, to which he may be exposed. We 
humbly pray thee, O Lord, to conduct him, by 
thy gracious providence, to his house again in 
peace. And make both him and us thankful, 
for thy mercies towards each other. Hear, O 
merciful God, his prayers for us, and ours for 
him. And may we so live together here, as to 
do honour to religion, by shewing how the fear 
and love of thy name regulates and sweetens^ 
society.* 

* The same prayer by changing the word him for hev^ 
may be used when the mistress of iVve i^ixuV^ Sa ltcstTCiV^\s>.^% 
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PRAYERS, 

arO BB CSBD WITH INDIVIDUALS UNDBK PABTXCUXJIB CIKCUK- 

STAKCBS. 



TO BE USED WITH A WOMAN DURING THE TIME 
OF CHILD-BEAllING. 

Most blessed Lord, * the helper of all who flee 
to thee for succour,* look mercifully upon tnv 
fiandmaid, and protect her from all things which 
may be an injury to her in her present circum- 
stances. Be pleased to support her under all 
the infirmities she may feel. Grant, O Lord, 
that she may be brought safely through the hour 
of difficulty. Give her grace, we beseech Thee, 
to commit herself to Thee, and to stay herself 
upon thy power and mercy. 

May the anxieties which she feels concerning 
ithe issue of her present condition, lead her to 
attend seriously to the care of her soul, and to 
seek earnestly for a well grounded hope of sal- 
vation ; that she may be prepared for all events, 
•and may have the warrant of thy word to ex- 
pect thy presence, and thy help, in all situa- 
tions. If it please thee, Lord, may she be 
the joyful mother of a living child. And may 
that child be one of the happy number of those 
who sincerely serve Thee in this world, and shall 
Jive with Thee in the world to come, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



TO BE USED with A WOMAN AFTER BEING SAFELY 
DELIVERED IN CHILD-BIRTH. 

O MOST merciful God, we vjovxX^ \i^ \Xv"wvV.^>il to 
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thee for thy compassionate regard to thy hand- 
maid, to whom thou hast granted a safe delivery 
in the hour of child-birth. Fill her heart with 
thankfulness for what thou hast done for her,, 
and let her soul ** magnify the Lord her Saviour/' 
for continuing her yet among the living. Enable 
her, O Lord, to depend on Thee, for her perfect 
restoration to health and strength. May the 
remembrance of thy late mercy to her, lead her 
to give herself up afresh to that gracious God, 
who helped her in the trying hour; and may 
she earnestly pray, that the life which he has 
spared may be spent in following her Saviour 
more faithfully than ever. 



LET THESE WORDS BE ADDED IF Jlli: CHILD IS 

LIVING. 

And if it please Thee that the child which thou 
hast given to her, should live to be capable of 
receiving instruction, grant unto her, O Lord, 
wisdom and piety sufficient for the bringing him 
up. May she endeavour to ' train him up in 
the way, in which he should go.' Like a chris- 
tian mother, may she be careful to provide for 
the welfare of his soul, and make it her chief 
business to teach him, the ** excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus her Lord.'* Bless 
her instructions to him; hear her prayers for 
him; enable her to hold forth a good example 
to him; and may both parent and child so walk 
together on earth, as to meet in heaven, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and ^lot^^. 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

q2 
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TO BE USED WITH A SICK PERSON. 

O Lord God of our salvation, how miserable 
would our condition be, had we not Thee to 
look to in a time of trouble. Forgive that folly, 
which causes us to be so unmindful of Thee as 
we are in the day of prosperity. We would give 
thanks to Thee for awakening our minds to the 
consideration of God and religion ; even though 
it is done by a severe stroke of affliction. We 
would count it a mercy to be brought to serious- 
ness, and to prayer, by any methods which thou 
mayest be pleased to take for this purpose, be 
they ever so painful. 

O Lord, we find that although we can live re- 
gardless of Thee in times of prosperity, we can- 
not support adversity without thy help: then we 
find how wretched a condition it is to be in, not 
to have God for our friend. O sanctify that 
discovery, that it may effectually cure us of our 
forgetfulness of God; — that it may cause us to 
return to Thee with our whole heart ; — and that 
we may never more forsake Thee, ** the fountain 
of living waters." 

Look, O Lord, we humbly beseech Thee, upon 
him who lieth upon this bed of sickness, and 
make this visitation of thy providence beneficial 
to him, O may it be accompanied with such 
mercy, such grace to his soul, that he may have 
reason to all eternity to say that it was ** good 
for him to be afflicted." May he in this con- 
iinement learn, and be duly affected with, those 
great and blessed truths of thy word, which none 
of us regard with sufficient attention in the hours 
of ease and health. O l\ia\. he xcl^^ ^vivw^IY 



OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 175 

learn, that there is nothing so much to be de- 
sired as an interest in thy favour; — that there is 
no hope for sinful man, but in the mercy of 
God ; — that sin is the greatest evil — holiness the 
greatest good — and that Christ is the only re- 
fuge for a guilty soul. 

We humbly intreat thee, O heavenly Father, 
that if it is consistent with thy will, he may be 
raised up again ; and that he may be yet con- 
tinued among us, living a godly and comfort- 
able life; happy in himself, and a blessing to 
those with whom he is connected. May it please 
Thee to moderate his sufferings, and do thou 
direct us to the best methods for his relief, and 
be mercifully pleased to give success to them. 
May he patiently submit to what he may have to 
bear; and under the sharpest pains which he 
may endure, enable him to adore and bless Thee, 
for not dealing with him according to the full 
desert of his sins. 

But what we most of all request is, that this 
affliction may be accompanied with the grace of 
thy Holy Spirit to him ; that true repentance, 
and a lively faith in Christ, and an ardent desire 
after holiness, may be wrought in his heart, and 
thereby he may be made fit either to live or to 
die: so that whatever be the issue of this sick- 
ness, it may end in the glory of thy name, and 
be made to contribute to the good of his soul. 

And, O Lord, teach us, who are in health, to 
profit by what we see others suffer. Let the 
■sight of an afflicted fellow-creature, fill us with 
thankfulness for the comforts we at present en- 
joy, and stir us up to provide against the hour 
of triaJ which may one day come w^cm. avvt^^^Sk* 
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O may we ** seek Thee while thou art to be 
found/' May we seriously attend to the voice 
of Christ ; and like Mary, *' choose that good 
part^ which shall never be taken from us.'' 

These mercies for our afflicted brother and for 
ourselves, we humbly ask in the name, and 
through the mediation of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ ! to whom with the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, be ascribed endless praises. Amen. 

[If this prayer is deemed too long for the patient, the fol- 
lowing shorter one, may be used in its stead.] 

O THOU, who dost not ** willingly afflict, nor 
grieve the children of men," be pleased to look 
down with compassion upon this poor sufferer, 
and sanctify his present affliction to him. O- be 
pleased to support him under all that he may 
have to endure, and make the want of ease, of 
rest, and of other comforts of health, so bene- 
ficial to his better part, the soul, that he may 
have reason hereafter to say, that ** it was good 
for him to have been afflicted." 

We pray Thee to give him grace to submit to 
thy will, and may all complaints be silenced by 
the remembrance of his sins. O Lord, if it seem 
goo4.unto Thee, give success to our endeavours 
for his recovery. And accompany thy blessing 
on the means of health, with that still greater 
blessing, the grace of thy Holy Spirit; that in 
the days of returning strength he may live the 
life of a ** new creature.*' O forgive his sins; 
give him grace to repent of them; and may the 
sincerity of his repentance be made manifest by 
** his denying all ungodliness and worldly lusts." 

We beg that, if it is consistent with thy willy 
^ life may be spared ; bwt \i Wiv^ \\\\\^*^'s» should 
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prove to be a " sickness unto death," O Lord, 
prepare him for. the awful change which awaits 
him. Suffer him not, we most humbly beseech 
Thee, to be called hence, till he savingly knows 
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou didst in mercy send into the world, ** to 
save sinners/' Hear us, O Lord, for the sake 
of thy dear Son, to whom with Thyself, and Holy 
Spirit, be everlasting praises ascribed. Amen. 



TO BE USED WITH ONE, WHO APPEARS TO BE AT 
THE POINT OF DEATH. 

O MOST gracious God, since thy throne of grace 
is still open to us, we humbly beg to be heard 
in behalf of our brother y who is now brought 
down to the gates of the grave. O Lord, we 
have done with praying for his life, all that we 
have to request is, that thou wouldest succour 
him in this trying hour, and fit him for the great 
change that is about to take place. 

Forgive, O merciful Lord, all his transgres- 
sions, for the sake of that blessed Saviour, who 
shed his blood for the ** remission of sins." May 
his last moments be spen]; in penitence and faith. 
O may his soul be with Thee, whenever it shall 
separate from the body; and may he be sup- 
ported under what he now suffers, by a well- 
grounded hope of being soon joined to the church 
in heaven. 

Permit us, O " God of all comfort," to re- 
quest that his passage out of time into eternity, 
may be easy. O let not his bodily pains be ex- 
treme, nor his mind be oppressed with doubts 
and fears. Take away, O Lox4^ " \5ftfc \s^\s«.- 
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ness of death/' by giving him a comfortable 
foretaste of the glory of heaven. But above all 
we beg, that suffer whatever he may in this hour^ 
either in body or mind, his precious soul may 
be saved. O grant us this request, even should 
it seem good unto Thee, not to bestow the other 
blessings which we have asked for our poor de- 
parting brother. 

And O have mercy on the living, as well as 
the dying; and teach us, by every instance of 
mortality, ** so to number our days, as to apply 
our hearts unto wisdom." All which we ask in 
the name of Jesus Christ, thy dear Son our Lord, 
" in whom may we be found" living and dying. 
Amen. 



TO BE USED WITH A PERSON, WHO IS RECOVERIUO 

FROM SICKNESS 

O ALMIGHTY God, who art able to bring down 
the strongest, and to raise up the weakest, we 
bless thy holy name for the favourable appear- 
ances which have taken place in the condition 
of our brother. O perfect what thou hast begun, 
and give him, and us, ^ reason to praise thee as 
the God of salvation. Teach him to lift up his 
heart to Thee, and to pray, that life may not 
only be continued, but that it may be bettet 
employed than it has been heretofore. May 
this desire be now most earnestly felt; and 
let it not grow faint when health and strength 
returns, but may it increase in him the longer 
he lives. 

Teach him^ O Lord, to profit, with respect to 
the body, by what he bas o^ Wl^ suffered : may 
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he learn to guard against all things, which may 
endanger his health. And teach him, O God, 
to guard with still greater care, against what- 
ever may endanger the welfare of his soul. O 
may he now be enabled to live a life of watch- 
fulness and prayer. Suffer him not to trust 
to the most solemn resolutions which he may 
now seriously make, but to thy grace for his 
perseverance in well doing; looking to Thee 
with humble confidence for that help, which 
thou art ready to afford to all those who seek 
for it in the name of thy dear Son. 

We humbly intreat Thee, to be with /iim all 
through the remainder of life. Let him not 
forget that although he is now recovering from 
sickness, the time will come when medicines will 
fail, and '* he must go to the grave, the house 
appointed for all living." enable him hence- 
forward to follow Christ in faith, purity, and in 
humility, that when the time of his departure 
hence shall come, he may have reason to rejoice 
in it, as the hour of complete deliverance from 
all sin and all suffering. 

Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
our Mediator and Advocate, to whom with the 
Father, and Holy Spirit, be glory and honour, 
for ever and ever. Amen, 
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MORNING PRAYER 

FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS. 



O Lord, heavenly Father, through whose al- 
mighty protection we have been preserved during 
the past night, and who hast promised to keep 
in safety all who trust in Thee, we humbly de- 
sire to offer up our unfeigned thanks for this 
and all other mercies vouchsafed to us, and to 
implore thy divine guidance and direction during 
the day. 

We would enter upon it, O Lord, with a deep 
sense of our unworthiness, and a firm reliance 
on thy goodness; and we entreat Thee to watch 
over us this, and every other day, as we know 
that without Thee we can do nothing; and are 
assured that thy protection is the only security 
we have against the many evils to which we are 
exposed. 

May we be always mindful of the important 
purposes for which thou, in thy good providence, 
hast placed us here. Let us ever remember that 
thou art our Benefactor and Redeemer, from 
whom Cometh *' every good and perfect gift," 
and that, therefore, thou claimest our best and 
highest powers ; however wise we may be in the 
learning of this world without a true and saving 
knowledge of Thee, and thy ever blessed Son, 
our wisdom is but foolishness, and our labour 
lost. 

We desire to praise Thee, O God, for pre- 

serving to us our health and strength ; and we 

would now resume the necess^^x-^j W^\tv^"s& of edu- 
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tion with a due sense of the important task we 
: about to enter upon. And that ail may pro- 
by this renewed opportunity, grant to every 
3, O Lord, a teachable heart and an obedient 
position, that, through thy grace, they may 
srcise that spirit of industry and perseverance 
necessary to the attainment of knowledge. 
We pray likewise, O heavenly Father, that 
r protecting care may accompany them in thp 
urs devoted to recreation and amusemenc, as 
11 as in those dedicated to improvement, that 
jy may be preserved from the many dangers 
which they may then be liable, and that they 
.y be so refreshed and invigorated, as to be 
ibled to prosecute their studies with renewed 
5rgy and perseverance. 

Grrant, O Lord, that thy blessing may rest 
on all whom we ought to remember in our 
ily prayers; and in a peculiar manner upon 
r dear parents and relatives, upon the queen 
om thy good providence has set over us ; her 
[listers, magistrates, and all who are put in 
thority under her. O that they may be so 
ided and governed by thy good spirit, that all 
ir actions may redound to thy glory and the 
)d of our nation. Look in pity upon all those 
o are afflicted or distressed either in body or 
id, and succour all who are in need. These 
lyers we offer for ourselves and others, in the 
ne of our only Advocate and Mediator, Jesus 
rist, in whose words we further call upon Thee* 
Dur Father, &c. 



'V^. 
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EVENING PRAYER. 

FOR THE USB OF SCHOOLS. 



Accept our thanksgiving, most gracious God, 
for thy providential care over us during the day 
past; and suffer us again to approach thy throne, 
and offer the tribute of prayer and praise, which 
thou hast assured us is the only sacrifice thou 
requirest, and which, if offered in spirit and in 
truth, we have thy infallible promise thou wilt 
in no wise reject. 

What shall we render unto thee, O God, for 
all thy mercies — ^who can recount them all? In 
this prayer, O Lord, we would have a special 
regard to these young persons committed to our 
charge; enable us to teach them to ** remember 
,their Creator in the days of their youth." May 
they be sensibly impressed with thy goodness 
towards them; for while others have been af- 
flicted with various troubles and sorrows they 
have felt no want, have known no care, but 
have been exempt from innumerable trials which 
fell to the lot of humanity. Teach them to 
value these blessings, and to adore thy holy 
name for these unmerited mercies. 

But since thou, O God, searchest the heart 
and knowest the thoughts of all, may there not 
be reasons for us to conclude this day in a spirit 
of humility, as well as of thanksgiving? for, 
however innocent most of them here present 
may be of many things offensive to Thee, they 
are still often guilty o? mwelv vihich needs thy 
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forbearance and forgiveness; if, therefore, any 
of them have given way to anger, idleness, dis- 
obedience, falsehood, or any other thing which 
thou hast forbidden, we pray Thee that they 
may be duly sensible of their fault, and humbly 
entreat Thee to pardon them before they lie 
down to rest. 

Be pleased, O Lord, to grant them such a 
capacity for learning whatever is taught them, 
as thou in thine infinits mercy seest to be good 
for them; may they be progressively improving 
in holiness, and in due time become meet for 
the inheritance of thy kingdom in heaven. Dis- 
pose their minds to every thinfg that is holy, just, 
and good; make them to love thy command- 
tnents and to serve thee their God with delight ; 
may they be dutiful to their parents, respectful 
to their superiors, kind to their equals, con- 
descending to their inferiors, compassionate to 
th*e afflicted and sorrowful, and zealous to do 
good to all, in whatever situation or rank in life 
they may be placed. 

May we now retire to rest, trusting in Thee 
to afford us such refreshing sleep as may enable 
us to rise in the morning with renewed vigour 
to prosecute our various studies, and with a 
mind resolved to dedicate ourselves to thy ser- 
vice, firmly persuaded that there is no happiness 
in this world equal to serving Thee, who in ad- 
dition to all other mercies hast permitted us to 
address Thee as. Our Father, &c. 
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A FAMILY LITURGY. • 



<t4t I'he words in the larger Roman character are to be read 
by the master of the family only, but ail are to join au- 
dibly in the words which are printed in italics. 

All standing up, the master of the family shall begin as followed! : 

God who made all things, and who preservetli 
all things, hath brought us safe to the [morning] 

* It would be quite foreign to tlie design of this publica- 
tion to enter upon a defence of liturgical worship. But to 
the members of the church of England, whose 'public wor- 
ship, is liturgical, I cannot but recommend the adoption of 
that mode of worship in their families; inasmuch as it would 
habituate their domestics to such attentions to the minuter 
parts of our church service, as would contribute greatly to 
the solemnity of the whole. The spirit of our worship is in 
a great measure lost, for want of the audible concurrence of 
the congregation, in the responses. There is no doubt but 
that there is more attention paid to those parts of the service 
than there appears; many, and those some of the most de- 
vout worshippers, joining in them silently: but not being 
audibly rehearsed, they seem to be left entirely to the clerk. 
The consequence of this is, that our worship sinks into a 
heavy and spiritless performance, and a general listlessness is 
observed to prevail in the assembly, long before the service 
is ended. 

We are informed, that in the churches of the early Chris- 
tians, there was so universal and so audible a concurrence of 
the worshippers, in the responses, that the uttering them re- 
sembled the sound of thunder. It is much to be wished, that 
such a lively attention to the service were observable in our 
churches. We should then appear much more like an as- 
sembly of people adoring the great and glorious Creator, thai 
we do. lo this grand, majestic, and impressive effect, every 
person should be excited to contribute his part. 

One thing, perhaps, which is a cause of our inattention to 

the shorter sentences of the public liturgy, is the people being 

so entirely unused to any thing ol \.Vv« Wn^, Vcl \\v^ vcAATvals 
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of this day. We are assembled to acknow- 
ledge, with thankfulness, the blessings which we 
have received; to ask for the forgiveness of our 
sins, through the mediation of Jesus Christ ; and 
humbly to pray for the continuation of God's 
goodness to us through the [day] ensuing. 

Let us recollect that we are now approaching 
the searcher of all hearts; and may the consi- 
deration of his awful majesty, and fatherly good- 
ness, cause us to address him with reverence, 
humility, and thankfulness. 

The Lord be with you, 

And \uith thy spirit. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord's name be praised. 

Here let a Psalm or Hymn be sung. After which, all being 
seated, the master shall distinctly read a portion of Holy 
Scripture. After the portion of Holy Scripture is read, let 
all kneel down, while the master offers up this short prayer. 

Grant, we beseech thee. Almighty God, that 
the words which we have heard, may through 

which occur between the Sundays. If this be a cause of in- 
attention, the use of a Family Liturgy may be of service ; as 
thereby our domestics may be trained by the worship which 
m practised at home, to join in the service of the church. 
But in order to its answering this end, the master of the h^ 
mily should be observant of a rule suggested to him in the 
discourse on Family Religion ; namely, to teach his domestics 
to joia in those parts of worship which are allotted to them. 

Besides the good effect which a family liturgy may have 
on the public worship, it seems, independent of that effiset, 
to be an eligible mode of family worship. Giving our do- 
mestics a part to sustain in the worship, may serve to give 
life to a service, which is apt to be accounted, by young 
people, a dull employment. It may help to fix their atten- 
tion, and to impress them with this important consideration, 
namely, that Religion is a business in which every individual 
ought to be engaged. 

ii2 
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thy grace be so grafted in our hearts, that they 
may bring forth in us the fruit of holy living, to 
the honour and praise of thy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord shew thy mercy upon us; 
And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the Queen ; 

And mercifully hear us, when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joy fuL 

O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

Then followeth the Morning or Evening prayer for the day, 
after which let all join in the Lord's Prayer. 

Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be 
thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven: Give us this day our 
daily bread ; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us ; and lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Let all continue on their knees, for a few minutes, that each 
one may silently lift up his heart to God, and beg the Divine 
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[The following arrangement will point out those Prayers which are 
most suitable for the under-mentioned particular occasions and cir- 
cumstances.] 

PRAYERS FOR PARTICULAR DAYS.*' 

Pastc 

Christmas Day 120, 135, 47, 62, 95, 147 

Good Friday 104, 54 

Easter Day 117, 95. 6% 

Holy Thursday 62,98, 141 

Whitsunday 141,59,145 

Ember-days 157, 17, 47, 62, 88, 28, 39 

New- Year's Day 188,21, 101, 126 

A Sacrament Day 160, 163, 1, 4, 104 

A Birth-day of an Adult .... 154, 17, 23, 47. 62, 101, 124 
A Birth-day of one of the Children of the Family 110, 123 

Any Family Anniversary 62, 36, 47. 138, 147 

A Day of public Humiliation 72, 69. 20, 51, 54, 126 

A Day of public Thanksgiving 126, 36, 39, 62, 144 

The Day of the Queen's Birth, Accession, or Corona- 
tion 69, 144 



PRAYERS FOR PARTICULAR OCCASIONS. 

When any important undertaking is in hand 12 

When one of the Family is going to travel 124, 17 

When one of the Family is returned from travel 150 

When a Family is under Affliction 132. lOT 

When an Affliction is removed 150, 34 

When one of the Family is ill 132 

When one of the Family is recovering from illness 150 

On the death of one of the Family, or neighbourhood. . 25 

* The Reader is requested to observe, that where more than one 
prayer is referred to, the first will t>e foatid \»nit% ^.y^xc^vtaNj^nk^^^ 
occasion than the following: and that a «\\«,V\\ ^\\«t«.\.VQiGL^'^ ^ ^"^^^ 



dent tocoavei-t a Morning into au Eveuin^ Vxa^w, ox «i^«omssl>^ 
m Moratag Prayer. It is perhaps not ufte<i%&AX^ Xo^'cwssas^^jo^^J^ 
«na// altentioo, such as changine the 'wot^i toe Vat T . ox <u* \«t ti»ft>^»»«— 
Prayers may be used in the closeU 
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Page. 
On the death of an eminently pious or useful Person. . 98 
When a woman hath been safely delivered in child-birth 150 

Upon going into a new Habitation 139, 67 

Atter having been at a place of Worship 63 

When a Child is born 160 

When a Child is to be baptized 110, 150 

When a Child is going from Home, to be placed at 

School, or in Service 110 

When a Child is returned from School 144 

At the time of Assizes, or on the day of a Criminars 

execution 139 

After a calamity has happened, such as a Conflagratioo, 

a Tempest, &c 150 

In a time of public Distress 132, 25, 107 

When an epidemical Sickness prevails 132, 25, 103 

In a time of Scarcity 166 

In a time of War*. 167 

In a severe Frost 168 

In a time of Drought, or excessive Rain 169 

On the return of Plenty ib. 

On the return of Peace 170 

On a favourable change of Weather ib« 

When the master of the family is from Home 171 



PRAYERS FOR PARTICULAR PERSONS. 

The Queen, and all who are in Authority 53 

The ministers of God's word 28 

Persons going to Travel 123, 17 

Persons going to Travel for their Health 97 

Asick Person 174, 176 

Asick Child 134 

One who is at the point of Death 176 

One who is recovering from Sickness 178 

A woman during the time of Child-bearing 172 

A woman after being safely delivered in Child-birth . , ib. 

The Heads of a Family 139 

The Master or Mistress of a Family when Abroad .... 171 

TAe Children of the liimiX^ 110 

TAe Vomestics in general ."VSa, ^ 

I'enoaa under AfBiction ••• ^ 

Pubiic Delinquents • 
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PRATERS FOR PARTICULAR GllACES AXD VIRTUES. 
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